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The blue economy in Sete, France
Source: OECD Global Survey on Localising the Blue Economy (2022)

FACTS AND FIGURES
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» Population: 43 858 1
- GDP: N/A % c['b
* Area: 24.2 km2[2]

Boost economic Conserve biodiversity, Create jobs

activity including ecosystems

Sete, a European port city in France on the Mediterranean Sea bordered by the Thau Bassin, is home to all blue
economy sectors below, except water-based renewable energy.
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BLUE ECONOMY AND ENVIRONMENT

The main environmental impact of blue economy sectors in Séte is related to the depletion of natural resources
(e.g. fish stocks, sand, hydrocarbons, etc.). Air pollution, land pollution, disturbance of natural habitats and wildlife

are other moderate impacts.
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[1112] Insee (2019), www.insee.fr/fr/statistiques/1405599?geo=COM-34301 (accessed 16 March 2023)
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GOVERNANCE OF THE BLUE ECONOMY

The City of Séte interacts with the Thau Basin union, which was created in 2005 to preserve the Thau lagoon and
its fishing and marine culture activities. In 2022, Séte agglopbdle méditerranée launched the Blue Growth Pact
(Pacte de croissance bleue) bringing together local players around two transversal levers: 1) the development of
digital technology, drawing on the neighbouring city of Montpellier’'s ecosystem and 2) the ecological transition,
promoting the Thau lagoon and its maritime area as a testing ground for projects aimed at protecting the
Mediterranean and lagoon environments and guaranteeing the resilience of the associated socio-ecosystems.
This ambition is also part of regional programmes such as the region of Occitanie’s Territorial Contracts (CTO)
and Recovery and Ecological Recovery and Transition Contracts (CRTE). In 2019, Séete agglopble méditerrannée
and the county (département) of Hérault's Chamber of Commerce and Industry proposed a three-year timetable
for the study and proposal of a complete support system for companies with the creation of an Economic Zone for
Nautical Industries (ZEN). In the Port of Séte, the Zero Emission Multi-Service Port Energy Barge provides energy
solutions to ships and vessels through a “green” hydrogen fuel cell and waste management.

THE RISC-PROOF BLUE ECONOMY

5

4

3t 5

2 r 3

1 1 1

Resilient Inclusive Sustainable Circular
by absorbing, recovering and by providing job opportunities, environmentally through by using resources efficiently
preparing for future economic protecting the most vulnerable decarbonisation, pollution and keeping them in use for
and environmental (climate) from water-related risks and reduction and freshwater, as long as possible;
shocks engaging stakeholders in marine and coastal transforming waste and/or by-
water-related decision-making ecosystem conservation products into resources; and

preventing waste

(*) Survey respondents were invited to define their level of agreement (with 5 "Agree" and 1 "Disagree") for statements for each of the RISC dimensions (from question 2.1.1
to 2.1.4 of the OECD Global Survey on Localising the Blue Economy (2022).

TOP CHALLENGES FUTURE PRIORITIES

» Technological challenges + Set up a formal strategy
» Lack of financial resources * Boost technology use and uptake
» Foster collaboration between blue economy
sectors and others
+ Create new jobs and business opportunities
» Channel public and private funds towards the blue
economy
» Improve data collection on the blue economy
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https://www.agglopole.fr/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Pacte-de-croissance-bleue-de-S%C3%A8te-agglop%C3%B4le-m%C3%A9diterran%C3%A9e1.pdf
http://www.agglopole.fr/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/S%C3%A8te-agglop%C3%B4le-place-l%C3%A9conombie-bleue-au-coeur-de-Territoires-dIndustries-2020.pdf
http://www.agglopole.fr/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/S%C3%A8te-agglop%C3%B4le-place-l%C3%A9conombie-bleue-au-coeur-de-Territoires-dIndustries-2020.pdf
https://www.portdufutur.fr/innovations-portuaires/port-sete
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