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FACTS AND FIGURES

The main environmental impact of blue economy sectors in Júcar Basin relates to the depletion of freshwater

resources due to freshwater abstraction. Land pollution, disturbance of natural habitats and wildlife and waste

generation are other important impacts. The basin faces extreme weather patterns of rains and drought, which

requires coordinating efforts across the administrations involved.

BLUE ECONOMY AND ENVIRONMENT

Top 3 climate threats to the blue economy in Júcar Basin 

Drivers for the blue economy

The Júcar Basin, which crosses five Spanish regions including Aragon, Castilla La Mancha, Valencian Community,

and a small part of Catalonia and the Region of Murcia, is home to all blue economy sectors below. The Valencian

Community, which is made up of the three provinces of Valencia, Alicante and Castellon, accounts for 50% of the

of the basin’s surface. According to a study carried out by the Valencian Community in 2019, the blue economy

employed 276 723 workers, representing 16% of the region’s total employed population. The provinces of Alicante

and Valencia account for 45 and 43% of blue economy employment in the region respectively, concentrating most

of the region’s workers linked to the maritime goods transport sector. Tourism is the biggest employer within the

blue economy, providing more than 271 000 jobs, followed by maritime transport of goods and related activities (1

972 jobs), maritime passenger transport (1 907), fisheries (1 389) and aquaculture (435).
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• Population: 5.6 million [1]

• GDP: N/A

• Area: 42 735 km² [2]

[1] Confederación Hidrográfica del Júcar (2022) Población, available at: www.chj.es/es-

es/medioambiente/cuencahidrografica/Paginas/CaracteristicasSocioeconomicas.aspx#población

[2] Confederación Hidrográfica del Júcar (n.d.) Presentación de la cuenca, available at: https://www.chj.es/es-

es/medioambiente/cuencahidrografica/Paginas/Presentaci%C3%B3ndelacuenca.aspx
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THE RISC-PROOF BLUE ECONOMY

The governance of the blue economy in the Júcar Basin is based on

the activities led by the national Ministry of Ecological Transition and

for the Demographic Challenge and local and regional

administrations. At regional level, the Blue Economy Study in the

Community of Valencia (2017) aimed to assess the state of the blue

economy at regional level and provide guidelines for the

implementation of a strategy. Additionally, the Deep Demonstration

project in the Port of Valencia, co-funded by Climate-KIC and the

European Union, is a climate innovation initiative that aims to help

the port achieve carbon neutrality by 2030.

FUTURE PRIORITIESTOP CHALLENGES 

• International transfers of funds

• Central government transfers of 

funds

• Local/regional funds 

• Central government loans and loan 

guarantees

• Subnational government loans and 

loan guarantees

• Central government revenue 

foregone

• Subnational government revenue 

foregone

• Blended finance

• Private funding

• Tackle the pollution of water bodies

• Preserve and enhance local culture and traditions

• Foster collaboration to leverage synergies 

between blue economy sectors and other sectors

by using resources efficiently 

and keeping them in use for 

as long as possible; 

transforming waste and/or by-

products into resources; and 

preventing waste 

environmentally through 

decarbonisation, pollution 

reduction and freshwater, 

marine and coastal 

ecosystem conservation 

by providing job opportunities, 

protecting the most vulnerable 

from water-related risks and 

engaging stakeholders in 

water-related decision-making 

by absorbing, recovering and 

preparing for future economic 

and environmental (climate) 

shocks

Funding mechanisms

• Lack of a clear and holistic strategy for the blue 

economy at city/region level

• Lack of engagement with the private sector and 

civil society

• Financial risks for businesses

(*)

GOVERNANCE OF THE BLUE ECONOMY

Survey respondents were invited to define their level of agreement (with 5 "Agree" and 1 "Disagree") for statements for each of the RISC dimensions (from question 2.1.1 to 

2.1.4 of the OECD Global Survey on Localising the Blue Economy (2022).
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https://www.miteco.gob.es/en/ministerio.html
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https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure-web.cisco.com%2F1cFYUrFWFsW9hA2POOxynUSxlBe2rWJDFhDCBMaJMpLUNwxraOADEAtbPPYKANn65Qm3w62jq9XxnZlh2AG_g8AvwjyesJE71KquMIq1C2gXVn-KFckMvsAMsGX08LehPNyZmvhZKTCU3T8iMLAAsI7DY5VedGmQSqUCC5IFQ3Akdvrxg5uOmnqjpS7y-4cH9YCFmIhEZsKWIsYQTSQjindsOg8M2eGqvvAYUnhFIRoNhApPupGZa48ZLPtNhE3kf%2Fhttps%253A%252F%252Fhisenda.gva.es%252Fdocuments%252F164158153%252F167060814%252FEstudio%252BECONOMIA%252BAZUL%252B2017.pdf%252F0b8d27a0-0fe4-4d22-9776-902358a4ebd1&data=05%7C02%7CMaria.FERRERESTEVEZ%40oecd.org%7C0f95ab42219847c1244c08dc75923035%7Cac41c7d41f61460db0f4fc925a2b471c%7C0%7C1%7C638514517933018260%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=07IIQ3NIscQ0viRYKt1JKqKfh%2FMAKoQtzr9vnxbY1Bk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure-web.cisco.com%2F1lYhhlVxuZypfGsKyxNrTA7ufxV2IuIoCmxXlNaWkkxtwm8cocURu7v3l4uiEIfnzS24gpCgUWXOfNZJ-8fa2slAk9clNV9x5l_7JYaX4Qr5VES9CnrEEFob7Pl3bB49-ymMIyBZ9CbF-QKPJzYG-zmOIkKk0X10GTCU6aO3MfcdAZSDa_aMn-FfNyh76HcZgGrI91t3dAoHv8kAt23hhYnGdj6ix2iaeF5JXNNEqdlMGytrXzBIxkotM10-LpM6O%2Fhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.fundacion.valenciaport.com%252Fproyecto%252Fdeep-demo-cero-emisiones-netas-para-valencia-2030%252F%253Freload%253D723491&data=05%7C02%7CMaria.FERRERESTEVEZ%40oecd.org%7C0f95ab42219847c1244c08dc75923035%7Cac41c7d41f61460db0f4fc925a2b471c%7C0%7C1%7C638514517933018260%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YDPzDqFMmb8WQ1Szg7Wy5hj%2FPv5t%2F4P%2FsO2%2FHfjoOjA%3D&reserved=0
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