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Fact box

FACTS AND FIGURES

The main environmental impacts of blue economy sectors in Geneva relate to biodiversity loss and disturbance of

natural habitats. Water pollution, depletion of freshwater resources due to freshwater abstraction, pollution from

plastics, and waste generation are other moderate impacts.

BLUE ECONOMY AND ENVIRONMENT

Top 3 climate threats to the blue economy in Geneva 

Drivers for the blue economy

Geneva, a lacustrine city in Switzerland by Lake Geneva, is home to most blue economy sectors below except

shipping.
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• Population: 517 802 [1]

• GDP: CHF 56 342 [1]

• Area: 282.48 km² [2]

[1] Federal Statistical Office (n.d.) www.bfs.admin.ch/. Data from 2022 for population and from 2023 for GDP

[2] Territorial Information System in Geneva (SITG) (n.d.) https://ge.ch/sitg
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THE RISC-PROOF BLUE ECONOMY

Geneva has implemented three key initiatives related to the blue economy. First, the OH MON EAU! awareness

programme, implemented in 2021 by the Cantonal Water Office (Office cantonal de l’eau, OCEau), emphasises

the importance of water resources, encouraging daily habits that conserve water and reduce pollution. Second, the

"Dans ma nature" awareness programme, set up by OCEau in 2014, focuses on urban nature preservation,

highlighting its importance for well-being and environmental health, particularly in relation to water resources.

Third, the "éco21" incentive programme, implemented by the Industrial Services of Geneva (Services Industriels

de Genève, SIG) in collaboration with OCEau in 2024, aims to promote water efficiency and saving alongside

energy consumption reduction, aligning with the Swiss Energy Strategy 2050 and furthering efforts towards

preserving water resources and enhancing environmental sustainability.

FUTURE PRIORITIESTOP CHALLENGES 
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(*)

GOVERNANCE OF THE BLUE ECONOMY

Survey respondents were invited to define their level of agreement (with 5 "Agree" and 1 "Disagree") for statements for each of the RISC dimensions (from question 2.1.1 to 

2.1.4 of the OECD Global Survey on Localising the Blue Economy (2022).
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• Promote material efficiency and circularity 

• Tackle pollution of water bodies

• Boost technology use and uptake 

• Create new jobs and business opportunities 

• Improve data collection on the blue economy

• Technological challenges

• Lack of a clear and holistic strategy 

• Lack of planning and decision-making at the 

adequate scale 

• Lack of engagement with private sector and civil 

society 

• Insufficient data collection and information sharing 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ge.ch%2Fteaser%2Foh-mon-eau&data=05%7C02%7COriana.ROMANO%40oecd.org%7Cbc659852be59448366ea08dc6b3f25ea%7Cac41c7d41f61460db0f4fc925a2b471c%7C0%7C0%7C638503166176737089%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=T8h84u4pxxWDp7lNMxGr6xuZPF%2F%2BA6FgfAjSimDhU98%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdansmanature.ch%2F&data=05%7C02%7COriana.ROMANO%40oecd.org%7Cbc659852be59448366ea08dc6b3f25ea%7Cac41c7d41f61460db0f4fc925a2b471c%7C0%7C0%7C638503166176737089%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EOG9cNrYHAdVUrNr%2Fv7%2FEibU1o81Y6FULdOTkSW7YSU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fww2.sig-ge.ch%2Fa-propos-de-sig%2Fnous-connaitre%2Fle-programme-eco21&data=05%7C02%7COriana.ROMANO%40oecd.org%7Cbc659852be59448366ea08dc6b3f25ea%7Cac41c7d41f61460db0f4fc925a2b471c%7C0%7C0%7C638503166176737089%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8y3ACNOZxSaYEktF%2Bh%2BXv6bJGUm%2F0WVsqoim%2Bk%2FkTPs%3D&reserved=0
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