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The Asian Development Bank (ADB), the Commonwealth Association of Tax Administrators 
(CATA), the Pacific Islands Tax Administrators Administration (PITAA) and the Study Group on 
Asia-Pacific Tax Administration and Research (SGATAR) co-hosted a two-day regional meeting on 
tax and development at the ADB Headquarters in Manila, the Philippines, on December 5-6, 2022, 
in association with the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). The 
meeting was attended by 188 participants from 47 jurisdictions. In particular, 62 senior tax policy 
and tax administration officials from 30 Asia-Pacific jurisdictions attended the in-person meeting 
and 126 delegates, including delegates from an additional 17 jurisdictions, attended the meeting 
virtually.   
 
The meeting built on the outcomes of the previous regional consultations for Asia and the Pacific 
region, including those that took place this year in January and June. In the meeting, Asia-Pacific 
jurisdictions noted the advice from the OECD and expressed their need for further capacity 
building and technical assistance to ensure that they can benefit from and comply with the 
international tax standards. Participants also agreed on the need to assess the impact and 
consider their tax policy responses in light of the changing international tax environment, in 
particular in relation to developments on the Two-Pillar Solution to address the tax challenges of 
the digitalisation of the economy. 
 
The keynote address at the Regional Meeting was delivered by Ms. Lisa Kelaart-Courtney, Director 

of the Prevention and Compliance Division of the Office of Anticorruption and Integrity (OAI) at 

ADB. In her address, she stressed the need for the Asia-Pacific as a region to understand changes 

in the international tax environment and take a proactive approach. She emphasised the need for 

cooperation and collaboration and recognised the benefits from engagement with regional and 

international partners on these issues.  

Discussions and deliberations covered the key international tax issues, which included updates on 
the implementation of the BEPS minimum standards, a platform for in-depth discussion on key 
Pillar One and Pillar Two issues, the estimated economic impact of these measures in terms of 
revenues as well as on the use of corporate income tax incentives. 
 
The meeting also included a panel session on VAT on e-commerce, which provided an opportunity 
to discuss the VAT Digital Toolkit for Asia-Pacific produced by the OECD in close partnership with 
ADB and World Bank Group. This Toolkit presents detailed guidance for the design, administrative 
and operational implementation of proven and internationally agreed solutions for the collection 
of VAT on e-commerce, taking into account the specific needs and circumstances of tax 
authorities across Asia and the Pacific region. Participants shared experiences with the 
implementation of these solutions and noted the positive results of these reforms on VAT and e-
commerce in terms of compliance levels and VAT revenues collected. 

https://www.oecd.org/tax/consumption/vat-digital-toolkit-for-asia-pacific.htm


 

  

 
There was also discussion of the range of capacity building support available to developing 
country participants, including through the Asia Pacific Tax Hub. Participants supported the 
development of the BEPS 2.0 Help Desk, a joint initiative of ADB and OECD, which will include a 
portal to facilitate access to technical materials, a chat function to discuss with peers and experts, 
and links to additional support. 
 
Participants stressed the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and ongoing environmental and 
economic challenges, which put pressure on tax systems to generate more revenues to support 
development, while also keeping pace with compliance with international standards. Capacity 
building in a wide variety of areas was identified as a priority for the region. The main issues 
related to the impact, design and implementation of the Two Pillar Solution, in particular the 
implementation of the global minimum corporate tax and its effect on tax revenues, incentives 
and policy in the region. Jurisdictions in the region would consider the possibility to participate in 
OECD statistical work, e.g. the OECD Revenue Statistics Database, OECD Corporate Tax Statistics 
and the OECD Investment Tax Incentives Database. 
 
The meeting concluded with a vision on how the regional and international partners can continue 
to engage with the Asia-Pacific to support tax policymakers and administrators on priority issues 
identified by participants. They also committed to strengthening cooperation and engagement 
with peers as a way of facilitating exchanges of views and experiences. This work would benefit 
from cooperation and coordination with development partners on a regional basis as well as in 
the context of bilateral support in individual jurisdictions.  
 
 
 

 
 

 

https://www.adb.org/what-we-do/asia-pacific-tax-hub

