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Overall satisfactory 2006-2007 agricultural situation ..
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Food Situation in the Sahel and West Africa:

but challenges remain with

regard to food security

1. An overallsatisfactory food siuation

The Food Crisk Preventon Network FCPN)
meethhg held on 5 and 6 April2007 provied
an analtical framework of the definie
wesuls of the 200607 agriculural cam paimn
11 the Saheland W estAfiica.

CLSS countres’ ol defniwve ceral
productbn & 15 102 000 tonnes, an hicrease
of 3% compared t© the 2005-06 agrculuml
productbn cam pagn and 19% compared to
the avemmge over the hst five years. Thus,
wih rgard t© the resuls of the 2005-06
cam pan, productbn has hcrased h allof
the countres except for Mauriani and
Senegalwhere thers productbn dmpped by
13% and 23% respectivel.

Ceralproductbn h W estAfrican non-C LSS
coastal countres idrates an oveml
satsfactory stuaton. h Beninh, Guinea
Conakry and Togo, w1l producton
rached, mspectively: 1 095505 tonnes,
2 117 858 tonnes and 888 984 tonnes.

I Nherh, ceral prductbon of the 2006-07
rvised campapn was 28 871 000 tonnes
com pared to 26 942 000 tonnes 1 2005-06,
w ih an hcrease of7% .

The food siuaton n the Sahel rmais
overall satsfactory. On the markets,
sufficent ceral productbn has hstgated a
drop ih prices except for Maurtani and
eastem Chad wher prices tend to be higher.
For Maurtanh, this siuaton & due t© a
reorentaton ofm arket supply com g diectly
from crssborder Malen and Senegakse
markets t© Nouakchott. Thus, ceral prices
have rtumed t the same Ekvek as they
wer pror t the exceptbnal ncreases
observed durhg the 2005 crsk. For
exampk, h Maxh 2007, m et prices were
much bwer than those of 2006 atthe same
tine of year. The curnent

prce kBvek reman cbse to the average over the
bst five years. Ceraland cattke trade evoles 1
favour of the nom adic lvestock breeders and the
sak of ND Bm éna average size sheep enabks a
Ivestock breeder to purchase 128 kg of m ilet h
this 2007 perbd as com pared t 105 kg 11 2006.

Looking ahead, the 2007 mgbnal markets
evolitbn shouHd be compambk to that of 2006
wih rhtvel stabk prices, cbse to the avermge
of the kst five years, guarmnteeg better access
to food forthe m ostvuhermbk popukbtons.

h conclision, analsik of the cument food
sinaton hdicates that cunently no particubralkrt
should be Isued for all Sahel countres. This &
partcubrly useful for Nger as contmadictory
hfomaton s offen cicubted announchg a
sinaton sin farto thatof2005.

2. Butthere are stillchallenges to face

Even £2006-07 ceralproductbn appears overall
favourabk, there are stilm aprchalenges to face
1 orderto guarantee a satisfactory ood siuaton.
There are wo m aih chalenges:

2 1. Inproved access to od by atrisk popubtons

Even I most countres have regitered an
crease 1 ceral producton and nonethekss a
surplis h agriculuml food products com pared t©
2006, the nhtemaldspartes wihih the countres
coud hihder access t fod by the most
vuhermbE popubtbns, a siuatbn aggmvated n
som e countres by conflicts such as ©h Chad.
Thus, countres’ capacty t© devebp and
n plm ent approprate m igation actons nh favour
of atrisk popubtons & a mapr chalenge t© be
faced.

Jont m Bsbns CILSsS FAO FEW S
NETOCHAMN FP) werr aleady camed out n
M arch 2007 and r=com m endatons were m ade.



Genemly, the rwcommended stategy r
countres conskts of combihihg ememency
actbns wher siuatons ar most crifcal as 1
eastem Chad wih devebpm ent actons ained at
In provihg lvehoods ofvuherabk comm unikes.

a. Burkha Faso and Niger: M obilisaton
and rhforcem ent of cersal stocks and
banks partcubrly h atrisk zones h order
to contrbute t© price stbilisaton
Hentified atrisk zones.

b. Niger, Chad, Mauritania and Guiea
Bissau:

e Setup the ‘Food for work” m echanim ,
subsiised sak prices, ‘Cash orw ork”,
as well as takihg chamge of chidren
sufferng from m ahutrion;

e Stengthenihg the coorhatbn between
hum aniarbn agences i Chad to better
et vuhermbk popubtbns, notwbly
htemally disphced persons, and for
m ore effective alevition actons;

e Moniorhng cashew nut prices, a product
pbynhg an mportant mE 1 Bissau
G unean househol evenue;

e Estblishnhg a cwp diversifcatbn
sttategy h Gulea Bissau h oxer to
avoil heavy dependency of popubtbns
on the cashew nutfortheir food securiy;

e Expandhg and m-suppynhg vilkge
securty food stocks GAVS) h the most
vuhembk zones ofM auriani.

c. The Gambi:Supportthe supply of hputs
through the setthg up of cerralbanks as
well as resorthg to mmpors to stabilse
prces.

d. Senegal: Support supply of cereal and
peanut seeds, and promote the bng-tem
establishm ent of m echanim s enablhg a
better supply of hputs and m arketihhg of
agriculuml products w thih the context of
State diengagem ent.

2 2.Managem ent 1n the r=gibn of food crops supply
and dem and

The geneml trend of cereal price reductbn or
stbity ¥ a posiive aspect for vuhewmbE
popubtbns contrbutihg to better access t
provibns but poses at the same tine ricks wih
regar to the deterbratbn of producers’ econom
sinaton. ¥ this trend of 2llhg h cereal prices
perskts, tcould have negative effects such as the
reductbn of phnted areas and consequently on
cereal productbn for the 20072008 agrculumal

cam pagn.

Thi presents a chalenge for countres of the
regbn h tems of exEthg supply and dem and
regubtory mechanim s - enablng on one hand
better access t© fod and on the other for
producers to benefi fiom a price that could
provie a farrtm on hvestm ents oragrculural
producton.

W hat m echanism s should be setup wihnh a
Ibermlisation context? Thik questbn comes
back agan to fundamental stategic thinkihg on
the ormganiaton of food crop product m arkets
the regbn, nclidihg bastc concems h rehton t©
States’ comm im ent to seek sustahablk solitbns
o storage and m arkethg probkm s through: @) the
devebpm ent of tade and storage nhfiastuctures
I support of bcal communiy and prvate
hitbtives; () the setthg up ofapproprate polcks
and hvestm ent strategks for the promoton of
agrculuralfood processig 1 the regbn.



»)) hfom ation Sources

Thi FCPN analticalnote was produced on the basis of hform atbn oranalses proviled by varous specilised Netw ok
fhon) m em berhstiutons. M or hfom aton can be obtahed fom the respective websies.
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»)) Forbetteraccess to mfom ation on the food and nutridonalsiuation i the Saheland W estA frica

To encourage accessig hfom atbn on the food and nutritbnal stuation h the regbn h vew of decisbn-
m akihg foracton, the FCPN offcially hunched is food securiy websie on Friday 6 April2007 atthe Centre
dAccueilde b Presse Ettangére CAPE) 1 Paris.

Forany hifom atbn, questbns, analticaldocum ents you m ay need w ih regard t© the food and nutribnal
sinaton pkase access the sie at:twww food-securty net

»)) For mcreased mvestm enton the stucturalcauses of food msecurity I the Saheland W estA frica

h order to mobilise Sahelans and actors of the W est Afiican regbn and to support thekr efforts 1 the
Inpkmentaton of actbns ain hg to provie responses to the stuctumal causes of fobod isecurty, the
consortim FAO /FAD W FP, I parmershp wih other technial parmers and regbnal actors CILSS,
ECOW AS, ROPPA, SWAC,UEMOA, etrc. offtihlly hunched an nihtve entikd, ‘Sahel Agriculur and
RumlDevebpm ent hiative - SARD I, on 9 and 10 M axch 2007 ih O uagadougou, Burkiha Faso.

Form ore hfom aton, contact:
CLSS www cissbf):M r.Dram ane Coulbl:dmm ane coulbk@ ciss bf
FAO Wwww .fBo01g):Mr.MahyBamba:m adhybamba@ fao org

FAD Wwww Jdadorg):Mr.AbdoulBany:abanmy@ ifad.org
WFP Www wi.om):Mr.Mamadou D buf:m am adou dbufe wip org
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