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Food Situation in the Sahel and West Africa: 

Overall satisfactory 2006-2007 agricultural situation … but challenges remain with 
regard to food security  

 
 

1. An overall satisfactory food situation  
 
The Food Crisis Prevention Network (FCPN) 
m eeting held on 5 and 6 April 2007 provided 
an analytical fram ework of the definitive 
results of the 2006-07 agricultural cam paign 
in the Sahel and W est Africa.  
 
CILSS countries’ total definitive cereal 
production is 15 102 000 tonnes, an increase 
of 3%  com pared to the 2005-06 agricultural 
production cam paign and 19%  com pared to 
the average over the last five years. Thus, 
with regard to the results of the 2005-06 
cam paign, production has increased in all of 
the countries except for M auritania and 
Senegal where there production dropped by 
13%  and 23%  respectively. 
 
Cereal production in W est African non-CILSS 
coastal countries indicates an overall 
satisfactory situation. In Benin, G uinea 
Conakry and Togo, total production 
reached, respectively: 1 095 505 tonnes, 
2 117 858 tonnes and 888 984 tonnes. 
In Nigeria, cereal production of the 2006-07 
revised cam paign was 28 871 000 tonnes 
com pared to 26 942 000 tonnes in 2005-06, 
with an increase of 7% . 
 
The food situation in the Sahel rem ains 
overall satisfactory. O n the m arkets, 
sufficient cereal production has instigated a 
drop in prices except for M auritania and 
eastern Chad where prices tend to be higher. 
For M auritania, this situation is due to a 
reorientation of m arket supply com ing directly 
from  cross-border M alian and Senegalese 
m arkets to Nouakchott. Thus, cereal prices 
have returned to the sam e levels as they 
were prior to the exceptional increases 
observed during the 2005 crisis. For 
exam ple, in M arch 2007, m illet prices were 
m uch lower than those of 2006 at the sam e 
tim e        of       year.                     The current 

price levels rem ain close to the average over the 
last five years. Cereal and cattle trade evolves in 
favour of the nom adic livestock breeders and the 
sale of NDjam éna average size sheep enables a 
livestock breeder to purchase 128 kg of m illet in 
this 2007 period as com pared to 105 kg in 2006. 
 
Looking ahead, the 2007 regional m arket’s 
evolution should be com parable to that of 2006 
with relatively stable prices, close to the average 
of the last five years, guaranteeing better access 
to food for the m ost vulnerable populations.  
 
In conclusion, analysis of the current food 
situation indicates that currently no particular alert 
should be issued for all Sahel countries. This is 
particularly useful for Niger as contradictory 
inform ation is often circulated announcing a 
situation sim ilar to that of 2005.  
 
2. But there are still challenges to face 
 
Even if 2006-07 cereal production appears overall 
favourable, there are still m ajor challenges to face 
in order to guarantee a satisfactory food situation. 
There are two m ain challenges: 
 

2.1. Im proved access to food by at-risk populations  
 
Even if m ost countries have registered an 
increase in cereal production and nonetheless a 
surplus in agricultural food products com pared to 
2006, the internal disparities within the countries 
could hinder access to food by the m ost 
vulnerable populations, a situation aggravated in 
som e countries by conflicts such as in Chad.  
Thus, countries’ capacity to develop and 
im plem ent appropriate m itigation actions in favour 
of at-risk populations is a m ajor challenge to be 
faced.  
 
Joint m issions (CILSS/FAO /FEW S 
NET/O CHA/W FP) were already carried out in 
M arch 2007 and recom m endations were m ade.  
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G enerally, the recom m ended strategy for 
countries consists of com bining em ergency 
actions where situations are m ost critical as in 
eastern Chad with developm ent actions aim ed at 
im proving livelihoods of vulnerable com m unities.  
 

a. Burkina Faso and Niger: M obilisation 
and reinforcem ent of cereal stocks and 
banks particularly in at-risk zones in order 
to contribute to price stabilisation in 
identified at-risk zones.  

b. Niger, Chad, M auritania and G uinea 
Bissau: 

• Set up the “Food for work” m echanism , 
subsidised sale prices, “Cash for W ork”, 
as well as taking charge of children 
suffering from  m alnutrition; 

• Strengthening the coordination between 
hum anitarian agencies in Chad to better 
target vulnerable populations, notably 
internally displaced persons, and for 
m ore effective alleviation actions;  

• M onitoring cashew nut prices, a product 
playing an im portant role in Bissau 
G uinean household revenue; 

• Establishing a crop diversification 
strategy in G uinea Bissau in order to 
avoid heavy dependency of populations 
on the cashew nut for their food security; 

• Expanding and re-supplying village 
security food stocks (SAVS) in the m ost 
vulnerable zones of M auritania.  

c. The G am bia: Support the supply of inputs 
through the setting up of cereal banks as 
well as resorting to im ports to stabilise 
prices. 

d. Senegal: Support supply of cereal and 
peanut seeds, and prom ote the long-term  
establishm ent of m echanism s enabling a 
better supply of inputs and m arketing of 
agricultural products within the context of 
State disengagem ent. 

 
2.2. M anagem ent in the region of food crops supply 

and dem and  
 
The general trend of cereal price reduction or 
stability is a positive aspect for vulnerable 
populations contributing to better access to 
provisions but poses at the sam e tim e risks with 
regard to the deterioration of producers’ econom ic 
situation. If this trend of falling in cereal prices 
persists, it could have negative effects such as the 
reduction of planted areas and consequently on 
cereal production for the 2007-2008 agricultural 
cam paign.  

This presents a challenge for countries of the 
region in term s of existing supply and dem and 
regulatory m echanism s – enabling on one hand 
better access to food and on the other for 
producers to benefit from  a price that could 
provide a fair return on investm ents for agricultural 
production.  

W hat m echanism s should be set up w ithin a 
liberalisation context? This question com es 
back again to fundam ental strategic thinking on 
the organisation of food crop product m arkets in 
the region, including basic concerns in relation to 
States’ com m itm ent to seek sustainable solutions 
to storage and m arketing problem s through: (i) the 
developm ent of trade and storage infrastructures 
in support of local com m unity and private 
initiatives; (ii) the setting up of appropriate policies 
and investm ent strategies for the prom otion of 
agricultural food processing in the region. 
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   Inform ation Sources  
 
This FCPN analytical note was produced on the basis of inform ation or analyses provided by various specialised Network 
(non) m em ber institutions.  M ore inform ation can be obtained form  the respective websites.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Afrique Verte: www.afriqueverte.org 
O CHA:  www.hum anitarianinfo.org  & http://ochaonline.un.org/  
SISA/CNSA:  www.sisa.africa-web.org 
Reliefweb: www.reliefweb.int/ 
 
 

 For better access to inform ation on the food and nutritional situation in the Sahel and W est Africa  
 

To encourage accessing inform ation on the food and nutritional situation in the region in view of decision-
m aking for action, the FCPN officially launched its food security website on Friday 6 April 2007 at the Centre 
d’Accueil de la Presse Etrangère (CAPE) in Paris. 
 
For any inform ation, questions, analytical docum ents you m ay need with regard to the food and nutritional 
situation please access the site at: www.food-security.net   
  
 

 For increased investm ent on the structural causes of food insecurity in the Sahel and W est Africa  
 

In order to m obilise Sahelians and actors of the W est African region and to support their efforts in the 
im plem entation of actions aim ing to provide responses to the structural causes of food insecurity, the 
consortium  FAO /IFAD/W FP, in partnership with other technical partners and regional actors (CILSS, 
ECOW AS, RO PPA, SW AC, UEM O A, etc.) officially launched an initiative entitled, “Sahel Agriculture and 
Rural Developm ent Initiative – SARDI”, on 9 and 10 M arch 2007 in O uagadougou, Burkina Faso. 
 
 
For m ore inform ation, contact: 
CILSS (www.cilss.bf): M r. Dram ane Coulibly: dram ane.coulibly@ cilss.bf 
FAO  (www.fao.org): M r. M ahy Bam ba: m adhy.bam ba@ fao.org  
IFAD (www.ifad.org): M r. Abdoul Barry: a.barry@ ifad.org 
W FP (www.wfp.org): M r. M am adou Diouf: m am adou.diouf@ wfp.org  

www.oecd.org/sah  

: sibirijean.zoundi@ oecd.org  
℡+33 1 45 24 19 82  

: leonidas.hitim ana@ oecd.org  
℡+33 1 45 24 17 98  

  

: m oussa.cisse@ cilss.bf  
℡+226 50 37 41 25/33  

www.cilss.bf  

: am adou.konate@ cilss.bf  
℡+226 50 37 41 25/33  

: b.sidibe@ aghrym et.ne  
℡+227 20 31 53 16  

 

www.fews.net  

: ssow@ fews.net 
℡+226 50 37 47 06  

: librahim @ fews.net 
℡+33 1 45 24 17 98  

 

www.fao.org  

: henri.josserand@ fao.org  
℡+39 06 57 05 30 99  

 

 

www.wfp.org  

: 
george.sim on@ wfp.org 
℡ +39 06 65 13 27 96 

 

 


