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Eight million pEoplE in northErn nigEria  
facing acutE food insEcurity

T he October 2016 analysis of the 
Cadre harmonisé1 expands its 

coverage to include for the first time 
16 out of 36 states, almost half of 
Nigeria. In these states, some eight 
million people are currently facing 
acute food insecurity (phases  3-5, 
October-December 2016). Due to 
the Boko Haram insurgency and 
massive population displacement, 
the three northeastern states, 
Adamawa, Borno and Yobe, have 

1 West African tool to analyse and identify areas and 
amount of people at risk of food and nutrition insecurity.

reached extremely high levels of food 
insecurity (Maps & Facts no 44). While 
humanitarian access is improving, 
the situation remains particularly 
worrisome in the state of Borno, 
where nearly 60% of the population 
(3.3 million people) are still facing 
acute food insecurity (phases 3-5), 
including 55 000 people threatened 
by famine (phase 5). If no appro-
priate measures are being taken, the 
current food and nutrition situation 

is likely to get worse during the next 
lean season in June-August 2017. By 
then, the Cadre harmonisé projec-
tions indicate that the number of 
severely food insecure people in the 
16 analysed states could reach 8 to 
10 million people. Analytical tools, 
data collection methods and training 
for local administrations need to be 
further developed in order to fine-tune 
and expand the analysis of the Cadre 
harmonisé to all parts of Nigeria.

 
Source: Cadre harmonisé, national analysis, October 2016. © Agrhymet/CILSS
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RURAL EMPLOYMENT DIVERSIFICATION

The level of rural employment 
diversification varies strongly within each 

country, which highlights the importance of 
territorial dimensions, in particular rural-
urban linkages. The proximity to markets 
matters for the development of diversified 
rural economies. In southern Côte d’Ivoire 
and Ghana, for instance, rural areas that 
are close to the main urban agglomerations 
have  more diverse rural economies. In Mali, 
communes along the Niger River show the 
highest employment diversification. In 
Nigeria, in 99 out of the 299 local government 
areas covered, agricultural employment 
accounts for less than 50% of total 
employment. More connected rural areas 

generally o� er more productive o� -farm 
opportunities in downstream segments of 
agricultural value chains. Local availability 
and accessibility to food value chain 
infrastructure and services a� ects local 
labour markets and the demand for certain 
skills. Access to these o� -farm employment 
opportunities in rural areas and small 
towns is especially important if countries 
want to create better and more inclusive 
jobs. By strengthening the links between 
the rural sector and small- and medium-
sized cities, it will contribute to developing 
employment opportunities outside of major 
cities and building diversified and vibrant 
local economies.

Allen, T., P. Heinrigs and I. Heo (2018), 
“Agriculture, Food and Jobs in West Africa”, 
West African Papers, No. 14, OECD Publishing, 
Paris, http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/dc152bc0-en
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AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND 
JOBS IN WEST AFRICA 

WEST AFRICAN PAPERS
April 2018 No. 14

Source: Authors’ calculations based on ANSD (2015), World Bank (2017), INS (2012).
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Eight million pEoplE in northErn nigEria  
facing acutE food insEcurity

T he October 2016 analysis of the 
Cadre harmonisé1 expands its 

coverage to include for the first time 
16 out of 36 states, almost half of 
Nigeria. In these states, some eight 
million people are currently facing 
acute food insecurity (phases  3-5, 
October-December 2016). Due to 
the Boko Haram insurgency and 
massive population displacement, 
the three northeastern states, 
Adamawa, Borno and Yobe, have 

1 West African tool to analyse and identify areas and 
amount of people at risk of food and nutrition insecurity.

reached extremely high levels of food 
insecurity (Maps & Facts no 44). While 
humanitarian access is improving, 
the situation remains particularly 
worrisome in the state of Borno, 
where nearly 60% of the population 
(3.3 million people) are still facing 
acute food insecurity (phases 3-5), 
including 55 000 people threatened 
by famine (phase 5). If no appro-
priate measures are being taken, the 
current food and nutrition situation 

is likely to get worse during the next 
lean season in June-August 2017. By 
then, the Cadre harmonisé projec-
tions indicate that the number of 
severely food insecure people in the 
16 analysed states could reach 8 to 
10 million people. Analytical tools, 
data collection methods and training 
for local administrations need to be 
further developed in order to fine-tune 
and expand the analysis of the Cadre 
harmonisé to all parts of Nigeria.

 
Source: Cadre harmonisé, national analysis, October 2016. © Agrhymet/CILSS
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DIVERSIFICATION DE L’EMPLOI RURAL

Le niveau de diversification de l’emploi 
en milieu rural varie fortement au sein 

de chaque pays illustrant l’importance des 
dimensions spatiales, en particulier des 
liens rural-urbain. La proximité des marchés 
est importante pour le développement 
d’économies rurales diversifiées. Par exemple, 
dans le sud de la Côte d’Ivoire et au Ghana, 
les zones rurales proches des grandes 
agglomérations urbaines sont plus diversifiées. 
Au Mali, les communes le long du fleuve Niger se 
caractérisent par une plus forte diversification 
de l’emploi. Au Nigéria, dans 99 des 299 districts 
administratifs couverts, l’emploi agricole 
représente moins de 50 % de l’emploi total. Les 
zones rurales qui sont bien reliées aux marchés 

o� rent généralement plus d’opportunités de 
création de valeur ajoutée et d’emplois dans 
les segments aval des chaînes de valeur 
alimentaires. Les di� érences en termes d’accès 
aux infrastructures et aux services influent sur 
l’emploi local et les besoins en compétences. 
L’accès à ces opportunités d’emploi non 
agricole dans les zones rurales et dans les 
petites villes est particulièrement important 
dans la promotion d’emplois décents et 
inclusifs. Le renforcement de liens en amont et 
en aval entre le milieu rural et les villes petites 
et moyennes est essentiel au développement 
des opportunités d’emploi en dehors des 
grandes villes en vue de créer des économies 
locales dynamiques et diversifiées.

Allen, T., P. Heinrigs et I. Heo (2018), Agriculture, 
alimentation et emploi en Afrique de l’Ouest, 
Notes ouest-africaines, No 14, Éditions OCDE, Paris, 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/56d463a9-fr
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Source : Calculs des auteurs à partir de ANSD (2015), INS (2012) et Banque mondiale (2017).
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