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Policy networks and space
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Cross-border cooperation

Source: OECD (2017)
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18 West African countries

4 Source: OECD (2017)



Current situation – Network analysis

• Where does cross-border take place?
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Source: OECD (2016)



Embeddedness and brokerage

• Are policy makers densely connected or do 

they bridge disconnected groups?
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Regional organizations

• A center-periphery network

Source: OECD (2017)



West Africa – Information network

• The role of information brokers

Source: OECD (2017)



Lake Chad – Power network

• A fragmented network

Source: OECD (2017)



The impact of borders

• Do policy makers exchange more across borders 

than within their country?

• Homophily
• Tendency for similar people to associate with each other



West Africa – Homophily

• African actors occupy the periphery

Source: OECD (2017)



Liptako Gourma – Homophily

• Borders do not hinder collaboration

Source: OECD (2017)



Vision – Mental maps
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• Where should cross-border cooperation take place?

Source: OECD (2017)



Not all border regions are seen as priorities
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Source: Dörry and Walther (2015)

Source: OECD (2017)



Spatial representations and consensus
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Source: Dörry and Walther (2015)
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Liptako-Gourma and Lake Chad

• cc

16
Source: Dörry and Walther (2015)

Source: SWAC/OECD (2017)



Potential – Quantitative indicators

• Where could cross-border cooperation take place?
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Population potential

• How many people can be reached in less than 4 hours?

18 Source: OECD (2017)



Population potential and borders

With border effect: 2.0 mio people

19 Source: OECD (2017)

Without border effect: 2.7 mio people



Population potential and borders
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Source: Dörry and Walther (2015)
Source: OECD (2017)

Dendi:

+2.4 millions

(+41%)

Birni-Illela:

+1.8 millions

(+19%)

Hausa

+44 millions

(+33%)



Cross-border potential

21 Source: OECD (2017)

• Highest potential in the Sahel and Gulf of Guinea 



Conclusion
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• Tailoring policies to regions’ specificities

• Untapped cooperation potential (SLE, LBR, GMB)

• Poorly developed governance networks (NER-NGA)

• Lack of national recognition (North TGO-BEN)

• Understanding ties rather than just attributes

• Develop a West African model of integration


