
Enabling Transitions through
Science, Technology and Innovation

Outlining a guiding vision and framework for a new generation of 
STI policies that better contributes to socio-technical transitions.

Providing policy guidance for reforms that governments 
can use when tackling selected STI policy challenges.

A series of global crises, including climate change, biodiversity loss, and the COVID-19 
pandemic, highlights the need to transform large socio-technical systems in areas like 
energy and agrifood to avoid various bleak scenarios. Science, technology and 
innovation (STI) policies are essential to trigger the transition of sociotechnical systems 
like these to meet and overcome global challenges. 

To realise this potential, governments need to be more ambitious and act with greater 
urgency in their STI policies. They need to take a more systemic view of challenges 
and a more inclusive and holistic approach to STI policy interventions.

This is easier said than done. While governments are experimenting with novel and 
adapted STI policy mixes and governance arrangements, further reforms are needed.
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The OECD project, S&T Policy 2025 – Enabling Transitions through Science, 
Technology and Innovation, aids governments’ STI policy reforms by:

Learning and co-creation loops

Organising policy dialogues for international exchanges on STI 
policy reform experiences, including successes and failures.
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S&T Policy 2025 Themes

The project’s activities and outputs are organised around several STI policy themes. 
These are centred on the need for new modes of partnership and resources for 
STI-enabled socio-technical transitions. STI policy reform guidance is packaged into 
modules around these themes, and is accompanied by policy briefs on selected STI 
policy practices that show promise for transitions.
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New modes of partnership

How to leverage international STI cooperation in the interest of transitions? 

How to promote cross-government coherence on STI-enabled 
transitions that depend on several government bodies cooperating? 

How to engage society in STI to further transitions? 

How to spur and deepen STI cooperation between �rms, the public 
research system, governments, and non-pro�t sectors for transitions? 

How to direct private financing and public funding to support transitions? 

How to nuture the skills and capabilities required for STI-enabled transitions? 

How to gear infrastructures and enabling technologies 
towards delivering transitions? 

How to ensure various framework conditions for STI are 
conductive to supporting transitions? 

STI ecosystem enablers

How to develop and use knowledge and evidence that support transitions? 


