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1. Diverse socioeconomic challenges 
2. Increasing budgetary and accountability 

pressures 
3. Recognition by policy makers and players of the 

role skills (especially socio-emotional) play in 
addressing diverse socioeconomic challenges 

– Reflected in the discussions at Policy Makers and 
Policy Players Forum 

– Some evidence suggests education and skills can be 
a cost-effective approach 
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4. In spite of this recognition of the importance of 
socio-emotional skills, policy makers and players 
do not seem to share a common knowledge-base 
on the nature of skills that drive socioeconomic 
outcomes, how they can be developed and how 
they can be measured. 

5. Now is a good moment to discuss the evidence 
base with policy makers and policy players. 

– Identify gaps in knowledge, expectations and means to 
enhance social and emotional skills 

– Help researchers improve research orientations and design 
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• To describe the state of the evidence base 
– Building on Heckman and Kautz (2014) 
– Mobilising recent evidence developed by economists, 

psychologists and education specialists. 
– OECD (2014), Skills for Social Progress 

 
• To point out the evidence gaps 

 
• To identify the research agenda 

2. Objectives of this Forum 
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3. Framework ESP Study 

1. Identifying the type of skills that drive children’s educational, 
labour market and social outcomes 

2. Identifying the learning contexts that drive skills formation 
3. Identifying the developmental pathways of these skills 
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Longitudinal data used 

Canada: YITS  

USA: ECLS  

Denmark: DALSC 

Germany: SOEP, MARS 

Belgium: LOSO 

Switzerland: TREE 

UK: BCS70 

New Zealand: CC 

Korea: KYPS 

Australia: LSAC, ATP 

Norway: YiN 
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Multiple measures of skills, 
outcomes and contexts 

Factors Measures 
Cognitive skills  Achievement test scores, academic 

grades, PISA test scores 
Social and 
emotional skills 

Locus of control, self-esteem, 
behavioural problems, self-efficacy 

Social outcomes Obesity, depression, delinquency, 
bullying, anti-social behaviours, 
victimisation, life satisfaction, health-
related lifestyles 

Contexts Financial resources, time invested in 
private education, parental engagement 
and harmony 
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Longitudinal study of Skill Dynamics 

6 Age 10 2
0 

Skills  
(age 13-18) 

Life outcomes 
(age 26-31) 

Predictive power of adolescents’ 
skills in Norway 

• Openness 
• Self-worth 
• Assertiveness 
• Grades •14 
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Age 

1
0 

2
0 

Low Grades  Outcomes  
at age 26+ 

Low self-worth  Outcomes 
at age 26+ 

8.3% Unemployment 2.7% 

12.6% Obesity 4.7% 

15.4% Depression 12.2% 

16.4% Marijuana 8.9% 

6.1% Unemployment 4.8% 

16.9% Obesity 0.8% 

17.2% Depression 10.5% 

16.2% Marijuana 9.1% 

Outcomes  
at age 26+ 

High Grades  

Outcomes  
at age 26+ 

High self-worth  

Young in Norway: 1992-2005 
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Social and emotional skills have strong 
impact on social outcomes 

Social and emotional skills have a large impact on 
obesity 
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Social and emotional skills have a large impact on 
delinquency, bullying, and anti-social behaviours 
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Cautions are needed in interpreting the results 

• The datasets have different structures, 
measurements and age groups, thus not 
necessarily comparable 

• Measures of skills are not always designed for 
longitudinal analysis of skill development 
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• Skills that drive lifetime success: Sergio Urzua (Maryland) 
• Learning contexts that enhance skills:  Peter Tymms (Durham) 
• Measuring social and emotional skills: Oliver John (Berkeley) 
     Patrick Kyllonen (ETS) 
• Research agenda:   Filip de Fruyt (Ghent) 

 
• IAS-OECD Rio de Janeiro study: Daniel Santos (Sao Paulo) 
     Ricardo Primi (San Francisco) 
 
• Discussants:    Ricardo Paes de Barros (SAE/PR) 
     Daniel Santos (Sao Paulo) 
     Ricardo Primi (San Francisco) 
 

 

4. Contributing researchers of this Forum 
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Muito obrigado 
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dirk.vandamme@oecd.org 
www.oecd.org/edu/ceri  

 twitter @VanDammeEDU 
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