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Ján Figel 

Ján Figel, a Slovak national, is the European Commissioner for Education, 

Training, Culture and Youth. Prior to his nomination to the European Commission 

in 2004, Mr. Figel held several senior positions within the European Institutions 

as well as within the Slovak government. He has also served as a lecturer at the 

Trbaca University (1995-2000) and written several publications in the field of 

International Relations. Mr. Figel has received several honorary awards. These 

include honorary doctorates from Dimitrie Cantemir Christian University 

(Romania), Technical University of Cluj-Napoca (Romania), St. Elizabeth's 

University of Health and Social Sciences (Slovak Republic) and Technical 

University in Košice (Slovak Republic) as well as the Award Freedom for 

outstanding contribution to the promotion of human rights and freedom in 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Europe  and the World, the Award of the Prešov, the 

Interfaith Gold Medallion, Honorary citizenchip of Vranov nad Topľou, Knight 

of the Honorary Legion (France) and Human Tolerance and Humanitarian Award. Mr. Figel holds an 

engineering degree from the Technical University in Košice. 
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