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The Eighth Meeting of the Round Table on Sustainable Development 

was held at the OECD on 

Thursday 11 July 2002 at 9.00 a.m. in Room 2, New Building

Preparing for the World Summit on Sustainable Development

The following is a short summary note (issued under my own responsibility) of the Round Table discussion on 11 July. Please note, in keeping with Round Table procedures a detailed note of the meeting will not be circulated.

· The key question considered by participants was: How can we build confidence in WSSD and beyond? Discussion focussed around four themes: trade; development; the environment/global commons and institutional reform. These were prompted by the presentation of the EU Commission’s vision for a global partnership and by the South African Minister’s outline of how to build a political consensus for WSSD and beyond.

· Trade: Against the background of recent developments in international trade, participants agreed that at WSSD (in both the political declaration and the implementation plan) it should be possible to reaffirm the Doha commitments, not least on reducing subsidies. Some participants expressed interest in doing more. There were several references to the need to address export credits at WSSD.

· ODA: There was broad agreement on the need to reaffirm the Monterrey text and to make the Millennium Development Goals a central component of WSSD. There was support for specific costs and targets to be identified, akin to the approach adopted in the WHO Macroeconomics and Health Report. All participants considered governance and improving the synergies between FDI and ODA flows to be critical to sustainable development. The GEF and the NEPAD were all cited as examples of what could be achieved, and there was agreement that WSSD should highlight these inter-linkages and partnerships, though there was some disagreement about whether and how this might be reflected, i.e. in the political declaration or in the implementation plan? 
· Environment/Global Commons: There was agreement about the need to improve the complementarity between Type 1 and 2 initiatives.  Several participants emphasised that Type 2 initiatives should not be seen as substitutes for Type 1. Most participants also noted the importance of focusing on specific issues of concern, which related to all three pillars of sustainability, including in particular those identified recently by the UN Secretary-General: water, energy, health, agriculture and biodiversity (WEHAB). There was some concern that environmental issues were not receiving enough attention in the build-up to WSSD and, in this context, the need to agree in Johannesburg on how to measure sustainable development globally and nationally was endorsed by many. 

· The global commons is an issue which was not substantively addressed at Bali. In this regard, participants welcomed the Round Table discussion as an important contribution to the preparatory process. There was therefore strong support for the need to address the issues thrown up by the global commons through the implementation plan and in the political declaration. There was also an acknowledgement that a good starting point would be to ratify a number of the multilateral environmental agreements currently not in force. It was noted that, while some of the frameworks for managing the global commons were in place (e.g. UNCLOS), the enabling instruments (e.g. the UN Straddling and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks Agreement (1995)) had not been implemented. WSSD was a key opportunity to make progress on this. 

· Institutional reform: All participants concurred that reform of the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD), and UNEP was critical to ensuring progress beyond WSSD. Ministerial frustration with the current CSD process was identified by many as a primary reason to address the issue at WSSD. Some participants advocated support for the proposed reform of UNEP. Others expressed interest in a proposal to invite the UN Secretary-General to commission a report on the matter. The use of a Commission structure (akin to the World Commission on High Dams) to galvanise the CSD’s work programme, thereby rekindling Ministerial interest also received some support. 

· General: Several participants expressed concern that the tension between multilateralism and unilateralism could result in a weaker text for the political declaration and the implementation plan. Most agreed that this was not desirable. Some participants observed that a political declaration and an implementation plan which contained robust and action oriented language with specific targets and commitments and secured broad support might be better for global sustainability than a weaker set of texts which enjoyed consensus. 

· Many participants expressed pessimism about the prospects for WSSD. Nevertheless, most agreed that, in the end, a ‘deal’ would be struck between the countries attending on both the political declaration and the implementation plan. The question was whether the quality of this ‘deal’ would result in a meaningful work programme beyond WSSD. Echoing the words of Maurice Strong (Secretary-General of the Rio Conference), one participant concluded that the main issue now was whether WSSD would be considered a “success” or a “real success.” Finally, several participants agreed with one Minister’s assessment that the Round Table session had resulted in “less misunderstanding, though not necessarily more agreement” on many of the outstanding issues. 
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For further information please contact Vangelis Vitalis, Chief Adviser, OECD Round Table on Sustainable Development, OECD, 2 rue André Pascal, 75016 Paris, tel: +33 1 45 24 14 57;


fax: +33 1 45 24 79 31; email: Vangelis.Vitalis@oecd.org
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