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Gillian Triggs is UNHCR’s Assistant High Commissioner for Protection.  
 
Ms. Triggs is a highly renowned expert in international law who has held a number of eminent appointments in 
service to human rights and the refugee cause, including most recently as the President of the Australian Human 
Rights Commission and the Vice-Chancellor’s Fellow and Emeritus Professor at the University of Melbourne.  
 
Ms. Triggs oversees UNHCR’s protection work for millions of refugees, internally displaced, stateless and other 
people of concern. An Australian national, she has previously held a number of leadership roles, including as 
President of the Asian Development Bank Administrative Tribunal, Chair of the UN Independent Expert Panel of 
Inquiry into Abuse of Office and Harassment in UNAIDS, Dean of International Law at the University of Sydney 
and as Director of the British Institute of International and Comparative Law in London.  
 
Ms. Triggs has been closely associated with a number of not-for-profit organizations throughout her career, 
including most recently as Chair of Justice Connect, an organization that connects 10,000 lawyers to provide pro 
bono advice to asylum-seekers and others in need of legal support in Australia. She is also the author of many 
books and papers on public international law. 
  



 

 


