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To meet the needs of our 
societies, the OECD promotes new 
approaches to teaching, research 
and collaboration.

 

Globally, policymakers are increasingly calling on higher 
education institutions (HEIs) to respond to the most 
difficult social and economic challenges facing our 
societies – from digitalisation to social inequality to 
climate change. 

During the COVID-19 crisis, for example, HEIs were 
involved in every element of the response, from mapping 
the spread of the disease and contributing to scientific 
advisory committees to developing a vaccine and 
treatments for those infected.

More broadly, though, as policymakers confront long-
term, unprecedented and complex problems, they require 
the innovative, transformative, and knowledge-based 
solutions that are the speciality of HEIs. 

In fact, over the past decades, higher education has 
been a cornerstone of modern economic growth, 

and academic researchers have produced 
game-changing technology. Stanford, and 

Silicon Valley, has become iconic example 
of the potential for globally renowned 
research to lead to dynamic economic 

growth. Policymakers and citizens look at 
HEIs and see entrepreneurship and innovation 
capability hubs.

EECOLE



Yet, HEIs are not automatic cure-alls.
To meet the needs of current society and promote innovation in all re-
gions, HEIs need to examine whether traditional approaches to teaching, 
research and collaboration are effective. 

For example, developing entrepreneurial, collaborative, and engaging 
teaching and research can help HEIs become place-responsive and con-
nect research with innovation opportunities that reflect their communi-
ties’ potential. Filling the gap between research and innovation in regions 
requires international collaboration and learning between HEIs, entrepre-
neurs and firms, policymakers and civil society. 

EECOLE’s global network maximises the contributions that HEIs make to 
local economic, social, and environmental development by bringing to-
gether these partners.

For instance, the University of Applied Arts Vienna has developed a bach-
elor’s in “Cross-Disciplinary Strategies”. Specifically focused on providing 
skills to address global challenges, it combines design and art approaches 
with art, science, and philosophy courses.

Another example is Karlstad University which has become an anchor for 
the broader innovation efforts of the regional government of Värmland. 
Their Academy for Smart Specialisation identifies priority areas to focus 
research and teaching efforts to meet local needs, from the forestry sec-
tor to public policy priorities, such as digitalisation and welfare services.

EECOLE’s global network maximises the contributions that HEIs 
make to local economic, social, and environmental development 
by bringing together these partners.



EECOLE facilitates entrepreneurial mindsets. Over the past decades, 
the number of entrepreneurship courses offered to HE students has 
grown exponentially. Consequently, the definition of entrepreneurship 
education has expanded from students learning about how to start a 
business to developing an entrepreneurial mindset, including commu-
nication, flexibility, problem-solving attitude, and accountability.

Partners in this project will help develop the definition and the 
piloting of measuring tools, such as surveys and online digital tools. 
These inputs will inform the creation of entrepreneurship education 
modules, which will be made accessible to all HEIs. 

To support effective entrepreneurship education in your region/insti-
tution, EECOLE develops a pragmatic definition of entrepreneurship 
education and a student survey to assess the impact of different 
forms of entrepreneurship education. 

EECOLE assesses progress and makes 
recommendations in three areas

Mainstreaming access to good entrepreneurship 
education to empower individuals vis-à-vis the future 
of work and society.1. 

Join Measuring the Impact of 
Entrepreneurship Education project 



Where spill-over benefits occur between HEIs and their communi-
ties, HEIs are aware of the innovation needs of their communities 
and co-created knowledge with them. From 2022 to 2024, the 
OECD will conduct a series of regional reports on the effects HEIs 
have on their surrounding communities and networks and how 
purposeful collaboration can improve these linkages. 

Partners to this project will benefit from a specific analysis of the 
linkages between HEIs and their regions. They will also be part of 
an international dialogue regarding identifying and assessing best 
practices for collaboration.

To support effective collaboration between HEIs and their commu-
nities, EECOLE and its partners will develop a handbook for policy-
makers and higher education leaders to create spill-over benefits 
in their communities consciously.

Promoting the place-responsiveness of HEIs to fill the 
gap between research and innovation in all regions. 2. 

Get involved with the Geography of 
Higher Education 



HEIs have often been early adopters of the SDGs, which have inspired 
their strategic documents and initiatives. The regional distribution 
of HEIs in most cities and regions, with many large cities hosting an 
ecosystem of diverse HEIs, makes them ideal partners for cities and 
regions that aim to achieve sustainable development: improve their 
environmental performance and become communities that are more 
inclusive. Yet despite the strong potential represented by the collab-
oration between cities, regions and their HEIs, only 31% of regional 
and local authorities are collaborating with universities to achieve 
SDGs.  This project aims to provide policymakers and HEIs with inno-
vative ideas for advancing the 2030 Agenda.

Partners to this project will contribute to an international exercise 
to identify and develop innovative practices for HEIs to engage with 
their regions on the SDGs. 

In this, the collaboration between the HEIs and cities and regions on 
SDGs reflects broader challenges regarding collaboration between 
HEIs and their communities.

Achieving the 2030 Agenda Sustainable Development Goals will re-
quire the active engagement of HEIs, and there is particular potential 
to create a positive impact through collaborating with their cities and 
regions. 

Supporting HEIs becoming champions of SDGs in their 
cities and regions. 3. 

Join Measuring the Impact of 
Entrepreneurship Education project 



only 31% of regional 
and local authorities 
are collaborating with 
universities to achieve 
SDGs



Discover more on: 

regions@oecd.org

www.oecd.org/cfe/smes/eecole.htm

@OECD_local   #OECDregions |           oecd-local 

  WP: oecdcogito.blog/

Social icon

Square
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

Follow us on

More information:  www.oecd.org/cfe

EECOLE


