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Over 1.1 million people in the EU have died from COVID-19 since the
beginning of the pandemic and excess mortality has been even higher
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COVID-19 has reduced life expectancy in almost all EU countries,
with unprecedented falls in some countries in 2020 and 2021

Bl 2019-2021 2010-2019

Bulgaria_3 7 1.3
Slovak Republic 30 2.2
Romania 27 1.9
Poland 24 16
Latvia 23 26
Estonia 21 3
Hungary 20 1.8
Lithuania 20 32
Czech Republic A9 16
EU27 12 1.5
Spain 07 16
Italy 07 14
France 05 1.2
Germarny 04 0.8
Finland 01 1.9
Denmark 01 22
Sweden 0.0 16
lceland 0.0 1.3
Norway | . . . 09 . 1.'8

© OECD | Source: Eurostat




THE PANDEMIC HAD A MAJOR IMPACT
ON YOUNG PEOPLE’S HEALTH



The rate of depressive symptoms among young people
more than doubled during the pandemic in several countries
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Note: The data relate to young people aged 18-29
Source: National surveys (survey methodologies vary across countries, limiting data comparability)




Young people in precarious financial circumstances were
at heightened risk of depression

Share of young people at risk of depression (WHO-5 score <50)

I Financial difficulties No reported difficulties
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© OECD | Source: OECD calculations, based on Eurofound, 2021




Around half of young people (18-29) reported unmet needs for
mental health care services in spring 2021 and spring 2022

Bl Young people All adults
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Note: The data relate to people who had mental health care needs
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THE PANDEMIC HAD A MAJOR IMPACT
IN DISRUPTING NON-COVID CARE



Unmet health care needs in the EU were high for many
different types of care in spring 2021

% of unmet needs by type of health care

50 |
40 |
30 |
20 |

10

Scheduled surgery  GP or health centre  Mental health care  Preventive screening Dental care Hospital or specialist
(other than cancer) care or test care

Note: Data relate to all 27 EU countries
Source: Eurofound (2022), Living, working and COVID-19 e-survey
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Teleconsultations offset partly the decrease in in-person
consultations and helped maintain continuity of care

Share of teleconsultations

2019

Teleconsultations I [n-person Consultations

Number of in-person doctor consultations and teleconsultations per capita  11%
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Note: Average across 12 EU countries

© OECD | Source: OECD Health Statistics 2022 (for in-person consultations) and national sources (for teleconsultations)




Cancer screening dropped in most countries in 2020, but
more in countries that had lower pre-pandemic rates

Delayed cancer diagnoses and treatments come at high costs, both for patients and health systems

B 2019 2020 © 2021

‘_Vo of females 50-69 screened for breast cancer

100
Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan goal: 90% of EU

target population offered screening by 2025
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Note: The data generally refer to women aged 50-69 who had mammogram performed over the past two years,

© OECD | but the specific age groups and frequency may vary across national programmes
Source: OECD Health Statistics 2022
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Elective (non-urgent) surgery fell sharply in 2020,
resulting in longer waiting times

Hip replacement
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Key findings from disruptions of services during the pandemic
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Number of teleconsultations in 2020 compared with 2019

Increase in flu vaccination among older people in first year of pandemic

Adults having mental health issues reporting unmet care needs in 2022

Fewer cancer surgery in 2020 compared to 2019 due to fewer diagnoses

Fewer elective surgery in 2020, resulting in longer waiting times

At least half of new health investments needed to improve resilience should
be devoted to health workforce
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