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U.S. Social Security and U.S. Social Security and 
Fishermen’s exit decisionsFishermen’s exit decisions
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OldOld--age benefits in the U.S.age benefits in the U.S.
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Commercial Fishermen and Commercial Fishermen and 
Social SecuritySocial Security
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Research Question Research Question 
& Policy Implications& Policy Implications
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Rephrasing the Research Question to fit Rephrasing the Research Question to fit 
Data Constraints…….  Data Constraints…….  
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Will older vessel owners fish longer due to 
lack of social security benefits?
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Commercial Fishing in AlaskaCommercial Fishing in Alaska
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rates twice the national average and poverty rates rates twice the national average and poverty rates 
30% higher than the national average.30% higher than the national average.

–– few of Alaskafew of Alaska’’s coastal communities are s coastal communities are 
economically diversified.economically diversified.
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Study Data: Study Data: currently, very limitedcurrently, very limited
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Vessel Owners Earnings by SourceVessel Owners Earnings by Source
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Alaska Commercial Vessel Owners’ Lorenz Curve:  
1994-2005 

- - Preliminary Results - -
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Alaska Vessel Owners vs. State Alaska Vessel Owners vs. State 
AveragesAverages

����������		�
���
������	���
������������		�
���
������	���
��
�����	 	�������	�����	 	�������	 *		E+E(&*		E+E(&
����	#����������
�������	#����������
��� *??+,F'*??+,F'
4����	4����	 ��������������

���������
�	������	���
�����������
�	������	���
��
�����	 	�������	�����	 	�������	 *,B+,-(*,B+,-(
����	#����������
�������	#����������
��� *		-+'F,*		-+'F,
4����	4����	 **������������



11

RESEARCH QUESTION #1:RESEARCH QUESTION #1:
Do older vessel owners fish longer Do older vessel owners fish longer 
due to lack of social security?due to lack of social security?
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Going beyond the data….Going beyond the data….
What about the crew?What about the crew?
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Future WorkFuture Work
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Future Challenges / Food for Future Challenges / Food for 
ThoughtThought
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Thank you!Thank you!


