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Outcome of the first meeting of the Joint FAO/IMO Outcome of the first meeting of the Joint FAO/IMO 
ad hocad hoc Working Group on Working Group on 

IUU Fishing and Related MattersIUU Fishing and Related Matters
•• On flag State control :On flag State control :
••
•• .1.1 recognizedrecognized the need to enhance implementation of flag State responsibilitythe need to enhance implementation of flag State responsibility

and to focus on fisheries issues, to the extent that this was poand to focus on fisheries issues, to the extent that this was possible, including ssible, including 
through regional fisheries management organizationsthrough regional fisheries management organizations

•• ..22 endorsedendorsed the need to ensure that the flag State links the registration othe need to ensure that the flag State links the registration of a f a 
fishing vessel with its authorization to fishfishing vessel with its authorization to fish

•• ..33 urgedurged closer collaboration between relevant agencies in national closer collaboration between relevant agencies in national 
administrations to ensure that there was a clear linkage betweenadministrations to ensure that there was a clear linkage between the registration of a the registration of a 
fishing vessel and the authorization to fishfishing vessel and the authorization to fish

•• .4.4 recognizedrecognized that in the case where a vessel is fishing in the jurisdiction that in the case where a vessel is fishing in the jurisdiction of of 
another State coanother State co--operation between the flag State and the coastal State was operation between the flag State and the coastal State was 
imperative, and in particular, the need to ensure that the flag imperative, and in particular, the need to ensure that the flag State continued to State continued to 
exercise effective control over that vesselexercise effective control over that vessel



Outcome of the first meeting of the Joint FAO/IMO Outcome of the first meeting of the Joint FAO/IMO ad hocad hoc
((cntdcntd))

•• .5.5 agreedagreed that it would generally be inadvisable to deregister a vessel that it would generally be inadvisable to deregister a vessel 
that failed to comply with the authorization to fish as this prathat failed to comply with the authorization to fish as this practice could ctice could 
have the effect of exporting the problemhave the effect of exporting the problem

•• ..66 agreedagreed that as a general principle all States should give full effect,that as a general principle all States should give full effect,
through national law and regulations, to existing rights and oblthrough national law and regulations, to existing rights and obligations igations 
under international lawunder international law

•• ..77 agreedagreed that States should be encouraged to ratify, accept or accede tothat States should be encouraged to ratify, accept or accede to, , 
as appropriate, existing legal instruments that related to matteas appropriate, existing legal instruments that related to matters of effective rs of effective 
flag State control flag State control 

•• ..88 agreedagreed that consideration should be given to how the IMO number that consideration should be given to how the IMO number 
scheme might be applied to fishing vessels not currently subjectscheme might be applied to fishing vessels not currently subject to this to this 
requirement in order to enable vessels to be traced regardless orequirement in order to enable vessels to be traced regardless of changes in f changes in 
registration or name over time registration or name over time 



Outcome of the first meeting of the Joint FAO/IMO Outcome of the first meeting of the Joint FAO/IMO ad hocad hoc
((cntdcntd))

On port State control:On port State control:
••
•• ..11 notednoted that the majority of fishing vessels were not covered by IMO that the majority of fishing vessels were not covered by IMO 

conventions either because fishing vessels were specifically excconventions either because fishing vessels were specifically excluded, or luded, or 
because they were outside the size limitations, or because the fbecause they were outside the size limitations, or because the flag States lag States 
were not party to the relevant instrumentswere not party to the relevant instruments

•• ..22 recognisedrecognised the possibility of controlling vessels engaged in the the possibility of controlling vessels engaged in the 
transshipmenttransshipment and transport of fish and and transport of fish and resupplyresupply of fishing vessels, as they of fishing vessels, as they 
are subject to port State control with respect to maritime safetare subject to port State control with respect to maritime safety, pollution y, pollution 
prevention and living and working conditionsprevention and living and working conditions

•• .3.3 stressedstressed that States, in the exercise of their sovereignty over their that States, in the exercise of their sovereignty over their 
ports in accordance with international law, had considerable scoports in accordance with international law, had considerable scope to pe to 
introduce domestic legislative measures to deal with foreign fisintroduce domestic legislative measures to deal with foreign fishing vessels hing vessels 
entering or leaving their ports entering or leaving their ports 

••



Outcome of the first meeting of the Joint FAO/IMO Outcome of the first meeting of the Joint FAO/IMO ad hocad hoc
((cntdcntd))

•• .4.4 recognisedrecognised that the mechanism of international or regional that the mechanism of international or regional MOUsMOUs
relating to port State control of fishing vessels could be used relating to port State control of fishing vessels could be used as an as an 
important and effective tool for enhancing fisheries management,important and effective tool for enhancing fisheries management, and for and for 
addressing the issue of IUU fishingaddressing the issue of IUU fishing

•• .5.5 agreedagreed that FAO in cothat FAO in co--operation with relevant international operation with relevant international 
organizations should consider the need to develop measures for porganizations should consider the need to develop measures for port State ort State 
control, having particular reference to all matters related, control, having particular reference to all matters related, inter inter aliaalia, to the , to the 
management of fisheries resources, taking into account and encommanagement of fisheries resources, taking into account and encompassing, passing, 
as appropriate, the IMO port State control procedures reflected as appropriate, the IMO port State control procedures reflected in the in the 
document entitled document entitled ““Procedures for Port State Control of Fishing VesselsProcedures for Port State Control of Fishing Vessels””

•• .6.6 notednoted that implementation of port State control would require close that implementation of port State control would require close 
coco--operation between maritime and fisheries administrations operation between maritime and fisheries administrations 



HOWHOW
TO MAINTAIN A LAWFUL TO MAINTAIN A LAWFUL 

ENVIRONMENTENVIRONMENT
CONSTRUCTION STANDARDSCONSTRUCTION STANDARDS

REGISTRATION OF SHIPSREGISTRATION OF SHIPS
SURVEY AND CERTIFICATIONSURVEY AND CERTIFICATION

PSC and SARPSC and SAR
TRAINING OF CREWTRAINING OF CREW

MANAGEMENT and ACCOMPANYING MANAGEMENT and ACCOMPANYING 
MEASURES TO FISHING RIGHTSMEASURES TO FISHING RIGHTS



ComplianceCompliance
on an on an 

individual basisindividual basis



ADDRESS BY THE SECRETARYADDRESS BY THE SECRETARY--GENERAL TO SLF 46GENERAL TO SLF 46

•• ““While the revision of the Safety Code and While the revision of the Safety Code and 
Voluntary Guidelines is very important to safeguard Voluntary Guidelines is very important to safeguard 
fishermenfishermen’’s lives, the fact remains that the fishing s lives, the fact remains that the fishing 
sector of the maritime industry which suffers the sector of the maritime industry which suffers the 
most casualties most casualties ––24,000 lives lost per year is a 24,000 lives lost per year is a 
commonly quoted figurecommonly quoted figure-- is still lacking the is still lacking the 
international mandatory safety regime which, if they international mandatory safety regime which, if they 
were in force, would be provided by the 1993 were in force, would be provided by the 1993 
TorremolinosTorremolinos Protocol for the Safety of Fishing Protocol for the Safety of Fishing 
Vessels and the International Convention on Vessels and the International Convention on 
Training, Certification and Training, Certification and WatchkeepingWatchkeeping for for 
Fishing Vessel Personnel, 1995.Fishing Vessel Personnel, 1995.””



•• ““On many occasions in the past, I appealed to Member On many occasions in the past, I appealed to Member 
Governments to consider accepting these two instruments. Governments to consider accepting these two instruments.  
And I reiterate my plea today to those countries which own And I reiterate my plea today to those countries which own 
large fishing vessel fleets and have not yet accepted them, to large fishing vessel fleets and have not yet accepted them, to 
do so urgently. The twentydo so urgently. The twenty--second session of the Assembly second session of the Assembly 
went a step further and adopted resolution A.925, calling on went a step further and adopted resolution A.925, calling on 
Governments to consider accepting both instruments and Governments to consider accepting both instruments and 
inviting those experiencing difficulties in the process of inviting those experiencing difficulties in the process of 
becoming parties to inform the Organization, so that action becoming parties to inform the Organization, so that action 
could be taken to help them, including the provision of any could be taken to help them, including the provision of any 
technical assistance.technical assistance.“

ADDRESS BY THE SECRETARYADDRESS BY THE SECRETARY--GENERAL TO SLF 46 GENERAL TO SLF 46 
((cntdcntd))

“



Resolution A.925(22)Resolution A.925(22)
ENTRY INTO FORCE AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 1993 ENTRY INTO FORCE AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 1993 

TORREMOLINOS PROTOCOL AND THE 1995 STCWTORREMOLINOS PROTOCOL AND THE 1995 STCW--F CONVENTIONF CONVENTION

THE ASSEMBLY,THE ASSEMBLY,
BEING CONCERNED at the alarmingly high number of fishermenBEING CONCERNED at the alarmingly high number of fishermen’’s lives and of s lives and of 
fishing vessels lost every year,fishing vessels lost every year,

NOTING WITH CONCERN that an inadequate number of Governments havNOTING WITH CONCERN that an inadequate number of Governments have so far e so far 
deposited instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or adeposited instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession to the ccession to the 
aforementioned IMO instruments to enable them to enter into forcaforementioned IMO instruments to enable them to enter into force,e,

1.1. URGES Governments to consider accepting the 1993 URGES Governments to consider accepting the 1993 TorremolinosTorremolinos Protocol Protocol 
and the 1995 STCWand the 1995 STCW--F Convention at the earliest possible opportunity;F Convention at the earliest possible opportunity;

2.2. INVITES Governments which experience difficulties in the processINVITES Governments which experience difficulties in the process of of 
becoming Parties to the 1993 becoming Parties to the 1993 TorremolinosTorremolinos Protocol or to the 1995 STCWProtocol or to the 1995 STCW--F F 
Convention to inform the Organization of the circumstances thereConvention to inform the Organization of the circumstances thereof, so that of, so that 
consideration can be given to taking appropriate action in this consideration can be given to taking appropriate action in this respect, respect, 
including providing necessary technical assistance;including providing necessary technical assistance;









IMPLEMENTATIONIMPLEMENTATION
BOTTLE NECKSBOTTLE NECKS

•• To date, there were only four Parties to the 1995 To date, there were only four Parties to the 1995 
STCWSTCW--F Convention, while the minimum of 15 F Convention, while the minimum of 15 
States was required for the entry into force of the States was required for the entry into force of the 
Convention, and nine Parties to the 1993 Convention, and nine Parties to the 1993 
TorremolinosTorremolinos Protocol, with an aggregate fishing Protocol, with an aggregate fishing 
vessel fleet consisting of approximately 3,000 units, vessel fleet consisting of approximately 3,000 units, 
compared to the minimum of 15compared to the minimum of 15 States with a States with a 
corresponding aggregate of 14,000 units required for corresponding aggregate of 14,000 units required for 
the entry into force of the Protocol.the entry into force of the Protocol.



ADDRESS BY THE SECRETARYADDRESS BY THE SECRETARY--GENERAL TO GENERAL TO 
THE SUBTHE SUB--COMMITTEE ON STABILITY AND COMMITTEE ON STABILITY AND 

LOAD LINES AND ON FISHING VESSELS LOAD LINES AND ON FISHING VESSELS 
SAFETYSAFETY (SLF 46)(SLF 46)

•• ““Another longAnother long--term project that your Subterm project that your Sub--Committee has Committee has 
been working on for several years in collaboration with been working on for several years in collaboration with 
other subother sub--committees is the committees is the revision of the fishing vessel revision of the fishing vessel 
Safety Code and Voluntary GuidelinesSafety Code and Voluntary Guidelines, both of which , both of which 
were originally developed and approved in the 1970were originally developed and approved in the 1970’’s.s.””



ADDRESS BY THE SECRETARYADDRESS BY THE SECRETARY--GENERAL TO SLF 46 GENERAL TO SLF 46 
((cntdcntd))

•• ““The revision of Part B of the Code, which contains safety The revision of Part B of the Code, which contains safety 
and health requirements for the construction and equipment and health requirements for the construction and equipment 
of fishing vessels, as well as the Voluntary Guidelines, is by of fishing vessels, as well as the Voluntary Guidelines, is by 
now well advanced now well advanced ……It is essential that sufficient progress It is essential that sufficient progress 
is made at this session so that, when you meet next, you are is made at this session so that, when you meet next, you are 
able to finalize an agreed revised text of both instruments able to finalize an agreed revised text of both instruments 
for submission to the MSC with a view to adoption in 2005 for submission to the MSC with a view to adoption in 2005 
and subsequent acceptance by FAO and ILO prior to their and subsequent acceptance by FAO and ILO prior to their 
publication.publication.””







STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATIONSTATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION
INVESTIGATION TOOLSINVESTIGATION TOOLS



IMO ACTIVITIES FOR THE IMO ACTIVITIES FOR THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 1993 IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 1993 

TORREMOLINOS PROTOCOLAND THE 1995 TORREMOLINOS PROTOCOLAND THE 1995 
STCWSTCW--F CONVENTIONF CONVENTION

.1.1 regional seminars on implementation of the 1993 regional seminars on implementation of the 1993 TorremolinosTorremolinos Protocol Protocol 
is scheduled for States of the East/South/South East Asia regionis scheduled for States of the East/South/South East Asia region and for States of and for States of 
the Latin America region scheduled in 2004;the Latin America region scheduled in 2004;

.2.2 regional workshops for the promotion of a safety culture among aregional workshops for the promotion of a safety culture among artisan rtisan 
fishermen and the training of trainers for States in the South Pfishermen and the training of trainers for States in the South Pacific and for the acific and for the 
Caribbean region scheduled for 2004;Caribbean region scheduled for 2004;

.3.3 regional seminars/workshops on implementation of the STCWregional seminars/workshops on implementation of the STCW--F F 
Convention are scheduled for the Islamic Republic of Iran, in 20Convention are scheduled for the Islamic Republic of Iran, in 2004,04, for for AgadirAgadir, , 
Morocco from 3Morocco from 3 to 10 April 2004to 10 April 2004 and for Grenada, in the last quarter of 2004; and for Grenada, in the last quarter of 2004; 
andand

.4.4 a regional seminar/workshop on implementation of the STCWa regional seminar/workshop on implementation of the STCW--F F 
Convention was held in Havana, Cuba, in September 2003 for ArgenConvention was held in Havana, Cuba, in September 2003 for Argentina, Brazil, tina, Brazil, 
Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, GuatemaChile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, la, Honduras, 
Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru and Venezuela.Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru and Venezuela.””



Compliance in motionCompliance in motion



1.5 The FAO Conference adopted resolution 6/2003 on 9 December 
2003 on Implementation of the International Plan of Action to Prevent, 
Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unregulated and Unreported (IUU) Fishing 
and that the Resolution 6/2003 was calling the attention of the FSI Sub-
Committee more particularly to its operative paragraphs 10 and 11, as 
follows:

“10. Invites relevant competent international organizations to 
study, examine and clarify the role of the “genuine link”
in relation to the duty of flag States to exercise effective 
control over ships flying their flag, including fishing 
vessels;

11. Encourages States, the FAO, the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO), RFMOs and other relevant 
competent international organizations dealing with 
maritime issues to cooperate in the development of 
measures to combat IUU fishing, including through 
the sharing of information.”





PORT STATE CONTROL AGREEMENTS: COMPARATIVE TABLE PORT STATE CONTROL AGREEMENTS: COMPARATIVE TABLE 



RCC MOMBASA SRRRCC MOMBASA SRR



TRANSFER OF SHIPS BETWEEN STATESTRANSFER OF SHIPS BETWEEN STATES
•• The Code for the implementation of [mandatory] The Code for the implementation of [mandatory] 

IMO instruments IMO instruments to nurture and encourage greater to nurture and encourage greater 
mutual support, collaboration and cohesivenessmutual support, collaboration and cohesiveness

•• Inspection by the gaining flag State of ship prior to Inspection by the gaining flag State of ship prior to 
accepting it onto its registeraccepting it onto its register

•• Timescale for full compliance and rectification of Timescale for full compliance and rectification of 
outstanding deficienciesoutstanding deficiencies

•• A losing flag State shall not delete a ship from its A losing flag State shall not delete a ship from its 
register which does not comply with international register which does not comply with international 
standards unless an agreement has been entered into standards unless an agreement has been entered into 
with the gaining flag State.with the gaining flag State.



REGISTRATIONREGISTRATION--RELATED RELATED 
ISSUEISSUE

•• Having been questioned on the terminologies Having been questioned on the terminologies 
used by FAO to identify the registration of used by FAO to identify the registration of 
ships, the representative of FAO confirmed the ships, the representative of FAO confirmed the 
increased collaboration with the nonincreased collaboration with the non--defined defined 
category of category of ““open registersopen registers”” in the fight in the fight 
against IUU fishing and the newly introduced against IUU fishing and the newly introduced 
and nonand non--categorizing reference to categorizing reference to ““flag of nonflag of non--
compliancecompliance”” ..



Enhanced partnershipsEnhanced partnerships



International International forafora

•• United Nations: United Nations: 
–– General AssemblyGeneral Assembly-- DOALOS DOALOS -- UNCSD UNCSD 
–– FAOFAO
–– IMOIMO
–– ILOILO
–– UNCTADUNCTAD

•• Associated Associated forafora
–– OECDOECD
–– RFMOsRFMOs



TOOLS FOR DATA TRANSPARENCYTOOLS FOR DATA TRANSPARENCY

•• IMO Ship identification number schemeIMO Ship identification number scheme

•• IMO Unique IDs for companies and registered IMO Unique IDs for companies and registered 
ownersowners

•• AIS (automatic identification system) AIS (automatic identification system) 







IMPLEMENTATIONIMPLEMENTATION
BOTTLE NECKS (BOTTLE NECKS (cntdcntd))

•• The FSI SubThe FSI Sub--Committee noted a series of factors Committee noted a series of factors 
proposed to be considered in the implementation of proposed to be considered in the implementation of 
resolution A.925(22), illustrating some alleged resolution A.925(22), illustrating some alleged 
characteristics of the merchant marine and the fishing characteristics of the merchant marine and the fishing 
industry in terms of training of fishermen; the industry in terms of training of fishermen; the 
national or international dimension of these activities; national or international dimension of these activities; 
the different economic approaches of the crew; the the different economic approaches of the crew; the 
lack of personnel with a safety and training expertise lack of personnel with a safety and training expertise 
coming from the fishing industry to occupy the coming from the fishing industry to occupy the 
functions of lecturers, examiners and surveyors; and functions of lecturers, examiners and surveyors; and 
contrasted risk cultures.contrasted risk cultures.



SUBSUB--COMMITTEE ON FLAG COMMITTEE ON FLAG 
STATE IMPLEMENTATION STATE IMPLEMENTATION 

(FSI)(FSI)
•• After discussion of the item, FSI 12 reiterated its support to tAfter discussion of the item, FSI 12 reiterated its support to the work of the he work of the 

FAO in relation to IUU fishing acknowledging that the experienceFAO in relation to IUU fishing acknowledging that the experience of the of the 
Organization regarding port State control activities and flag StOrganization regarding port State control activities and flag State complianceate compliance--
related issues are being able to be of assistance to this Unitedrelated issues are being able to be of assistance to this United Nations Nations 
Specialized Agency.Specialized Agency.

••
•• Following the aforeFollowing the afore--mentioned review of the initiatives developed at IMO in mentioned review of the initiatives developed at IMO in 

support of the introduction of provisions applicable to the safesupport of the introduction of provisions applicable to the safety of fishing ty of fishing 
vessels and the training of fishermen through Technical Covessels and the training of fishermen through Technical Co--operation activities, operation activities, 
the Subthe Sub--Committee agreed to instruct the Secretariat to provide the FAO Committee agreed to instruct the Secretariat to provide the FAO with with 
detailed information on these TC activities and invited the Commdetailed information on these TC activities and invited the Committee to ittee to 
recommend to the FAO to stimulate further corecommend to the FAO to stimulate further co--operation between the FAO, the operation between the FAO, the 
IMO and the regional fisheries management organizations (IMO and the regional fisheries management organizations (RFMOsRFMOs) by ) by 
organizing a second Joint Working Group on IUU fishing and relatorganizing a second Joint Working Group on IUU fishing and related matters.ed matters.



A second meeting of the Joint FAO/IMOA second meeting of the Joint FAO/IMO
ad hocad hoc Working Group on Working Group on 

IUU Fishing involving IUU Fishing involving RFMOsRFMOs andand……..
•• On flag State control :On flag State control :
•• .1.1 to enhance implementation of flag State responsibility and to to enhance implementation of flag State responsibility and to 

focus on fisheries issues, including through regional fisheries focus on fisheries issues, including through regional fisheries 
management organizationsmanagement organizations

•• ..22 to ensure that the flag State links the registration of a fishinto ensure that the flag State links the registration of a fishing g 
vessel with its authorization to fishvessel with its authorization to fish

•• ..33 to ensure that there was a clear linkage between the registratioto ensure that there was a clear linkage between the registration n 
of a fishing vessel and the authorization to fishof a fishing vessel and the authorization to fish

•• .4.4 the flag State to cothe flag State to co--operate with the coastal Stateoperate with the coastal State



A second meetingA second meeting……. (. (cntdcntd))

•• .5.5 States to ratify, accept or accede to, as appropriate, States to ratify, accept or accede to, as appropriate, 
existing legal instruments that relate to matters of effective existing legal instruments that relate to matters of effective 
flag State controlflag State control

•• .6.6 registration issues to be addressed through coregistration issues to be addressed through co--operation operation 
between flag Statesbetween flag States

•• ..77 investigation tools for implementation of fishing investigation tools for implementation of fishing 
activitiesactivities--related instruments (SAF. Audit Scheme)related instruments (SAF. Audit Scheme)

•• .8.8 implementation of nonimplementation of non--mandatory instruments and mandatory instruments and 
reporting thereon for regional enforcementreporting thereon for regional enforcement



A second meetingA second meeting……. (. (cntdcntd))

On port/coastal State control:On port/coastal State control:
•• ..11 fishing vessels to be covered by control mechanisms (fishing vesfishing vessels to be covered by control mechanisms (fishing vessels sels 

not specifically excluded and port States to be party to the relnot specifically excluded and port States to be party to the relevant evant 
instrumentsinstruments

•• ..22 possibility of controlling vessels engaged in the possibility of controlling vessels engaged in the transshipmenttransshipment and and 
transport of fish and transport of fish and resupplyresupply of fishing vessels, as they are subject to port of fishing vessels, as they are subject to port 
State control with respect to maritime safety, security, pollutiState control with respect to maritime safety, security, pollution prevention on prevention 
and living and working conditionsand living and working conditions

•• .3.3 States, in the exercise of their sovereignty over their ports inStates, in the exercise of their sovereignty over their ports in
accordance with international law, have considerable scope to inaccordance with international law, have considerable scope to introduce troduce 
domestic legislative measures to deal with foreign fishing vessedomestic legislative measures to deal with foreign fishing vessels entering ls entering 
or leaving their ports or leaving their ports 

•• ..44 identifying existing maritime infrastructures capable of monitoridentifying existing maritime infrastructures capable of monitoring ing 
fishing activities (SAR)fishing activities (SAR)

••



A second meetingA second meeting……. (. (cntdcntd))

•• .5.5 couldcould the mechanism of international or regional the mechanism of international or regional MOUsMOUs
relating to port State control of fishing vessels be used as an relating to port State control of fishing vessels be used as an 
important and effective tool for enhancing fisheries important and effective tool for enhancing fisheries 
management, and for addressing the issue of IUU fishing?management, and for addressing the issue of IUU fishing?

•• .6.6 implementation of port State control would require close implementation of port State control would require close 
coco--operation between maritime and fisheries administrations operation between maritime and fisheries administrations 
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