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Implementing the OECD Recommendation on Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development 
 
 
Welcome and introductory remarks 
 
Mr Janos Bertok, Acting Director for Public Governance, OECD, opened the meeting welcoming the 
adoption of the Council Recommendation on Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development (PCSD) and 
highlighting the importance of the PCSD work, especially in the current context. He underlined that the 
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic was not only a global health emergency; it would also be likely to have 
devastating social, economic, environmental and political impacts. Without co-ordination and careful 
assessment of policy trade-offs, reversing progress in SDG implementation was a risk. Mr Bertok 
underscored the relevance of the PCSD Recommendation in helping to equip policy makers with the 
necessary institutional mechanisms to enhance co-ordination in policy making, implementation and 
evaluation.  
 
Session 1. Challenges and Opportunities in your country in implementing the OECD 
Recommendation on Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development 
 
During the first session, the moderator, Ms Carina Lindberg, OECD, recalled the building blocks of the 
PCSD Recommendation which will inform the structure of the Guidance Note on the implementation of 
the PCSD Recommendation. 
 
Subsequently, panellists from Malta, Romania, Czech Republic, Austria, Luxembourg and Italy shared 
country experiences in implementing PCSD and the main challenges met, illustrated with concrete 
examples. Officials also provided key insights on how their governments addressed the priority 
impediments to policy coherence. In this context, panellists underscored the crucial role of developing a 
strong strategic vision, whole-of-government mobilisation, the mainstreaming of sustainability 
considerations into the policy making process, stakeholder and sub-national involvement, integrated 
planning beyond electoral cycles and the use of governance tools such as budgeting as well as the collection 
of relevant and reliable data for monitoring and evaluation.  
 
Several participants referred to their collaboration with the OECD on some of the priority challenges to 
PCSD and their support to the Hub on the Governance for the SDGs initiative as an instrument to advance 
SDG implementation. The session also included a presentation by UN Environment on their efforts to 
develop a methodology for global SDG indicator 17.14.1 “Number of countries with mechanisms in place 
to enhance PCSD”, which benefits from ongoing collaboration with the OECD.  
 
Concluding the session, Ms Tatyana Teplova, Head of Division, OECD, presented the proposal for a Hub 
on the Governance for the SDGs, which is proposed as an umbrella for the OECD work to advance PCSD 
and governance practices in support of the SDGs. The proposed Hub would also feature collaboration with 
UNDP, which would specifically focus on meeting the demand and responding to needs from developing 
countries. During the presentation, Ms Teplova illustrated the initial outcomes of the consultations led as 
the basis for a country needs assessment. From the consultations and the complementary online survey, 
substantial country needs have emerged for assistance to strengthen governance practices in support of the 
SDG implementation.  
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In the subsequent discussion, participants also informed about recent and ingoing initiatives in support of 
PCSD which could be included as good country practices in the detailed Guidance Note to support the 
implementation of the PCSD Recommendation. They underscored that in the Covid-19 crisis context, 
collaboration between governments and with the OECD will be critical for advancing PCSD in line with 
the different building blocks of the PCSD Recommendation, and also welcomed the proposed approach to 
the Hub. 
  
Session 2. Programme of Work and Budget  2021-2022 
 
The second session focussed on the preliminary draft PWB 2021-2022 on PCSD which aims to provide a 
framework for taking forward the mandate provided by Members through the PCSD Recommendation. 
Ms Teplova, who represented the main elements of the proposed PWB, recalled that the PWB is aligned 
with the overall priorities of the Organisation and reflected a policy context of increasing global concerns 
that progress on the SDGs was slowing in many areas. Ms Teplova illustrated the four prosed main outputs 
of the PWB: 
 

• Sharing good practices on PCSD, including a PCSD self-assessment tool and a PCSD Observatory; 

• Monitoring progress on PCSD through a methodological framework and a set of indicators; 

• Thematic analysis by means of an analytical report and a good practice report; and 

• On-demand targeted support through self-assessments, institutional scans and peer learning. 
 
In the subsequent discussion, countries welcomed the draft PWB and also asked that synergies with other 
OECD bodies and other international Organisations be ensured, e.g. in the elaboration of an indicator 
framework. Participants also underscored the importance of continuing to promote a whole-of-society 
approach in the work. Several countries underlined the importance of taking into consideration different 
country contexts and policy making approaches, rather than developing a uniform approach in the proposed 
outputs. While the primary focus of this work is OECD countries and Partners, it will also allow responding 
to the demand from developing countries in collaboration with UNDP and other partners (e.g., African 
Peer Review Mechanism) through the proposed Hub on the Governance for the SDGs.  
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