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RECOMMENDATION OF THE 
COUNCIL ON REGULATORY 
POLICY AND GOVERNANCE

Adhere to principles of open government, 
including transparency and participation in the 
regulatory process to ensure that regulation 
serves the public interest and is informed by 
the legitimate needs of those interested in and 
affected by regulation. This includes providing 
meaningful opportunities (including online) for 
the public to contribute to the process of preparing 
draft regulatory proposals and to the quality of 
the supporting analysis. Governments should 
ensure that regulations are comprehensible and 
clear and that parties can easily understand their 
rights and obligations.

PRINCIPLE 2



2.1  Governments should establish a clear policy identifying how open and balanced public consultation on the development 
of rules will take place. 

Notes:

2.2  Governments should co-operate with stakeholders on reviewing existing and developing new regulations by:

 »  Actively engaging all relevant stakeholders during the regulation-making process and designing consultation 
processes to maximise the quality of the information received and its effectiveness.

 »  Consulting on all aspects of impact assessment analysis and using, for example, impact assessments as part of the 
consultation process;

 »  Making available to the public, as far as possible, all relevant material from regulatory dossiers including the supporting 
analyses, and the reasons for regulatory decisions as well as all relevant data; 

 »  Structuring reviews of regulations around the needs of those affected by regulation, co-operating with them through the 
design and conduct of reviews including prioritisation, assessment of regulations and drafting simplification proposals;

 »  Evaluating the competitive effects of regulation on various economic players in the market.

Notes:

2.3  Introduce regular performance assessments of regulations and regulatory systems, taking into account, among other 
things, the impacts on affected parties and how they are perceived. Communicate the results of these assessments to the 
public. 

Notes:



2.4  Make sure that policies and practices for inspections and enforcement respect the legitimate rights of those subject to 
the enforcement, are designed to maximise the net public benefits through compliance and enforcement and avoid 
unnecessary burdens on those subject to inspections. 

Notes:

2.5  All regulations should be easily accessible by the public. A complete and up-to-date legislative and regulatory database 
should be freely available to the public in a searchable format through a user-friendly interface over the Internet. 

Notes:

2.6  Governments should have a policy that requires regulatory texts to be drafted using plain language. They should also 
provide clear guidance on compliance with regulations, making sure that affected parties understand their rights and 
obligations.

Notes:


