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MEXICO

Mexico
Mexico has continuously strengthened its legal framework for regulatory policy
In Mexico, RIA and public consultation on draft regulations are mandatory for all regulatory proposals
coming from the executive. Mexico strengthened its RIA process in 2016 by adding assessments of
impacts on foreign trade and consumer rights, which complement existing assessments on
competition and risk. Since 2012, mandatory guidelines require the use of ex post evaluation of
technical regulations, and since 2018 regulations with compliance costs have to be evaluated every
five years. The new General Law of Better Regulation, grounded in reforms to the Mexican
Constitution with regards to regulatory policy, was issued in May 2018. Besides modernising the
policy, it also establishes the National System of Better Regulation, specifying the duties and
responsibilities of autonomous bodies and state and municipal governments. The Law requires
subnational governments to adopt key tools such as RIA. Mexico would benefit from ensuring full
implementation of these tools, as some of the largest regulatory barriers remain at the regional level.
In Mexico stakeholder engagement at an early stage remains underused
The National Commission for Regulatory Improvement (CONAMER) publishes all draft regulations
and RIAs online for public consultations. Stakeholder engagement at an earlier stage, before a
decision about whether to regulate is taken, however remains less frequent, as only a fraction of
regulators conduct consultations at this stage, and only do so for some regulations.
Mexico has systematic programs for improving and simplifying existing regulations
Concerning the improvement and simplification of existing regulations, a monitoring and evaluation
exercise is carried out every two years through “regulatory improvement programmes”. Regulators
are requested to set out the regulations, administrative procedures or services that will be created,
modified or abolished. The regulatory improvement programmes are made public for consultation
and regulators are required to provide a justification in case suggestions received through
consultations – for instance to eliminate specific data requirements, to change from authorisation to
a simple notification –are not incorporated.
CONAMER remains the central oversight body to ensure the consistent application of
regulatory policy tools
Following the adoption of the General Law of Better Regulation, Mexico’s COFEMER has been
transformed into CONAMER to reflect its broadened mandate (from federal to national). Some of
CONAMER’s core functions in order to pursue a high quality regulatory framework are deciding on
draft regulations and RIAs, overseeing the public consultation process of draft regulations,
coordinating and monitoring the regulatory planning agenda, promoting simplification programmes
and reviewing the existing stock of regulations. It remains a body of the Ministry of Economy with
technical and operational autonomy, but hierarchically subordinate to the ministry.

Spotlight: National Observatory for Better Regulation (ONMR)
The ONMR is an observatory, whose members are part of the civil society, which promotes and
oversees the implementation of policies and tools for regulatory improvement at the national
and subnational level of government. For this, the ONMR developed the Subnational Regulatory
Improvement Indicator (ISMR), a tool that measures and evaluates policies, institutions and
tools used for regulatory assessment by the 32 federal entities of the country, and by
municipalities. Since 2017, the ONMR runs a survey yearly to collect data for the measurement,
and reports the results to the National Council for Better Regulation proposing concrete
recommendations and initiatives for a better implementation and monitoring of the regulatory
improvement policy.
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Note: The more regulatory practices as advocated in the OECD Recommendation on Regulatory Policy and Governance a country has implemented, the higher its iREG score.
Source: Indicators of Regulatory Policy and Governance for Latin America 2016 and 2019, http://oe.cd/ireg-lac
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Source: OECD Indicators of Regulatory Policy and Governance (iREG) for Latin America 2019, http://oe.cd/ireg-lac
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Indicators of Regulatory Policy and Governance for Latin America 2019
The Indicators of Regulatory Policy and Governance (iREG) for Latin America 2019 provide an
up‑to‑date overview of regulatory systems in selected Latin American and Caribbean (LAC) countries,
by which they develop, implement and evaluate regulations. The indicators partially cover three
principles of the 2012 OECD Recommendation on Regulatory Policy and Governance: 1) stakeholder
engagement; 2) regulatory impact assessment (RIA); and 3) ex post evaluation and administrative
simplification.
The composite indicator on stakeholder engagement for developing regulations measures the
adoption of good practices to engage with interested parties when developing new regulations,
including different methods and openness of consultations as well as transparency and response to
comments received. It consolidates information into four equally weighted categories.

Methodology

•

Systematic adoption records formal
requirements and how often and at what
stage in the rulemaking process these
requirements are conducted in practice.

•

Methodology gathers information on
the methods used to engage with
stakeholders, e.g. forms of consultation
and documents to support them.

•

Oversight and quality control records the
role of oversight bodies and publicly
available evaluations of the consultation
system.

•

Transparency records information from
the questions that relate to the principles
of open government, e.g. whether
consultations are open to the general
public and if comments and responses
by authorities are published.

Oversight and
quality control

Transparency

Systematic
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The LAC iREG is based on the results of the 2015 and 2019 Indicators of Regulatory Policy and
Governance Survey jointly conducted by the OECD and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB).
The survey gathers information from 7 countries for 2015 and 10 countries in 2019 in Latin America
and the Caribbean, with a particular focus on stakeholder engagement. The data underlying the
composite indicator reflect practices and requirements put in place at the national level of government,
as of 31 March 2019.
Whilst the indicators provide an overview of a country’s regulatory system, they cannot fully capture
the complex realities of its quality, use and impact. In-depth country reviews are therefore required to
complement the indicators and to provide specific recommendations for reform.
Further analysis based on the LAC iREG and other indicators to benchmark government performance
in the region can be found in the Government at a Glance - Latin America and the Caribbean 2020
publication.
An in-depth analysis of regulatory practices amongst OECD countries including composite
indicators in the areas of stakeholder engagement, RIA and ex post evaluation can be found in the
OECD Regulatory Policy Outlook 2018.
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