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Report on 4 Consultation workshops on SDG Indicator 17.14.1 held in Guyana, 
Burkina Faso, Kenya & Tanzania: 2019-2020 
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1. Background 
The 2030 Agenda contains 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), divided into 169 targets, which 
are informed by 244 Indicators. Sustainable Development Goal 17 covers partnerships and means of 
implementation to achieve the goals. In this respect, mechanisms for policy coherence are identified as 
an important aspect of means of implementation with Indicator 17.14.1 measuring the “number of 
countries with mechanisms in place to enhance policy coherence of sustainable development”.  
 
Together with an expert group (including colleagues from OECD), an indicator framework was developed 
which consists of 8 sub-indicators.  
 

1. Institutionalization of 

Political Commitment  

3.  Inter-ministerial and 

cross-sectoral coordination 

5. Policy linkages 7. Monitoring and reporting 

for policy coherence 

The country has 

institutionalized its 

commitment towards 

policy coherence for 

sustainable development 

at the highest political 

level.    

The country has an 

institutional mechanism in 

place that periodically brings 

together relevant ministries 

and governmental entities to 

enhance coherence across 

sustainable development 

related policies including 

sectoral policies. 

The country has mechanisms 

in place that allow relevant 

public institutions 

systematically assess the 

policy effects and cross-

sectoral linkages throughout 

the policy and planning 

processes in the spirit of the 

integrated approach of the 

SDGs 

The country has mechanisms 

in place to systematically 

monitor and evaluate the 

effects of policies on the 

various dimensions of 

sustainable development as 

well as cross-sectoral 

impacts, and to report and 

inform adaptive action. 

2. Long-term 

considerations in 

decision-making  

 4. Participatory processes 6. Alignment across 

government levels 

8. Financing for policy 

coherence  

The country has 

mechanisms in place to 

ensure that long-term 

considerations are 

integrated into decision-

making, policy 

The country has mechanisms 

in place to ensure that laws, 

policies, plans, programmes, 

and major development 

projects at different levels of 

government and including at 

the overarching/general, 

The country has mechanisms 

in place for aligning 

priorities, policies and plans 

adopted at various levels of 

government.  

The country has mechanisms 

in place to promote the 

alignment of private and 

public finance to policy 

coherence objectives and to 

track related expenditures  
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development and 

planning.  

sectoral and local level are 

developed through 

participatory processes that 

involve relevant stakeholders. 

 
In order to test the draft methodology with a sample of members states to receive feedback on its 
acceptability, applicability, and any feedback to incorporate before its finalization and submission to the 
IAEG-SDGs consultation workshops were organized in Guyana (28/8/2019), Burkina Faso (11/10/2019), 
Kenya (9/1/2020) and Tanzania (13/1/2020) with their respective governments.  

2. Consultations with Guyana, Burkina Faso, Kenya & Tanzania 
Consultation workshops were organized in collaboration with the national government from half a day 
(Guyana) to a full day (Burkina Faso, Kenya and Tanzania) in order to present the draft methodology and 
attempt to apply it to the national case in order to: 
 

2.1. General Feedback on the zero-draft methodology 
In the all consultation workshops participants welcomed the overall approach of the methodology and 
found it clear, comprehensive and useful in supporting them to evaluate their policy coherence 
mechanisms and their effectiveness. Participants welcomed the types of mechanisms discussed, which 
supported their understanding of the methodology although more initial guidance would be welcome.  

Language 

A part of the feedback was focused on the language used throughout the methodology. In general, it 
was suggested that the language could use some streamlining and that some concepts were not clear 
enough. An example of this was the need to broaden the concept of “policy coherence” for sustainable 
development means and clarify on the wording when it comes to politics and policies. 

Policy Coherence 

Participants had questions on how the concept of “policy coherence” should be interpreted. Besides the 
idea to add a guiding document including some definitions of the concepts used in the methodology, the 
participants especially suggested that the definition of policy coherence should be broadened to 
alternative but similar concepts such as policy coordination, integrated approaches and whole of 
government approach.   

Sub indicators: 

Participants in the workshops welcomed the 8 sub indicators and demonstrated their understanding of 
all indicators, except for sub indicator 5.  The 4 consultation workshops showed that this sub indicator in 
particular could use more clarity and guidance and was considered to be too heavy. The new version of 
this sub indicator integrates this feedback with a lighter and clearer version of this sub indicator. 

Value system 

Participants were supportive of the approach of awarding a value to the various mechanisms. Some 
participants suggested that if no points are scored in the basic component of a sub-indicator, it should 
still be possible to score points in the additional elements of the sub-indicator. However, as these 
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additional elements (in sub indicators 1 to 5)1 are meant to report on the strength of the mechanism 
measured in the basic component this is not feasible. Questions were raised on the option to have a 
progressive scoring within one element to measure it more precisely although this would increase the 
reporting burden. 

2.1. Draft Value Assessment for Guyana, Burkina Faso, Kenya and Tanzania 
 

Guyana: Total DRAFT Value for SDG-indicator 17.14.1: 28/80 → 35% 

Sub Indicators  

1. Institutionalized political commitment 5 

2. Long-term considerations  5 

3. Inter-ministerial and cross-sectoral coordination  
0 

4. Participatory processes 8 

5. Integration of the three dimensions of Sustainable Development, assessment of policy effects and linkages  
0 

6. Consultation and coordination across government levels  
5 

7. Monitoring and reporting for policy coherence  
0 

8. Financial resources and tools 5 

TOTAL 
28 

Mechanisms in place to enhance policy coherence for sustainable development (%) 
35% 

 

Burkina Faso: Total DRAFT Value for SDG-indicator 17.14.1: 28/80 → 35% 

Sub Indicators  

1. Institutionalized political commitment 5 

2. Long-term considerations  5 

3. Inter-ministerial and cross-sectoral coordination  
5 

4. Participatory processes 8 

5. Integration of the three dimensions of Sustainable Development, assessment of policy effects and linkages  
0 

6. Consultation and coordination across government levels  
0 

7. Monitoring and reporting for policy coherence  
0 

8. Financial resources and tools 5 

TOTAL 
28 

Mechanisms in place to enhance policy coherence for sustainable development (%) 
35% 

 

Kenya: Total DRAFT Value for SDG-indicator 17.14.1: 43/80 → 54% 

Sub Indicators  

9. Institutionalized political commitment 0 

10. Long-term considerations  5 

 
1 Sub indicators 6, 7 & 8 do not have this basic vs. additional element dimension. 
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11. Inter-ministerial and cross-sectoral coordination  
5 

12. Participatory processes 8 

13. Integration of the three dimensions of Sustainable Development, assessment of policy effects and linkages  
5 

14. Consultation and coordination across government levels  
10 

15. Monitoring and reporting for policy coherence  
0 

16. Financial resources and tools 5 

TOTAL 
 43 

Mechanisms in place to enhance policy coherence for sustainable development (%) 
54% 

 

Tanzania: Total DRAFT Value for SDG-indicator 17.14.1: 51/80 → 64% 

Sub Indicators  

1. Institutionalized political commitment 5 

2. Long-term considerations  5 

3. Inter-ministerial and cross-sectoral coordination  
0 

4. Participatory processes 8 

5. Integration of the three dimensions of Sustainable Development, assessment of policy effects and linkages  
5 

6. Consultation and coordination across government levels  
10 

7. Monitoring and reporting for policy coherence  
8 

8. Financial resources and tools 10 

TOTAL 
51 

Mechanisms in place to enhance policy coherence for sustainable development (%) 
64% 

 

For more information contact Yannis.derbali@un.org and campbell7@un.org  
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