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Institutional framework for 
assuring policy coherence
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Introduction: Lessons from coronavirus pandemic
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• Unfortunately, humankind is 
experiencing some tremendous 
challenges. But this is also a big lesson, 
we all should learn from it.

• In these difficult times, we need to 
continue promoting the core principles 
of 2030 Agenda: solidarity, leave no 
one behind, partnerships etc.

• As we all see, this kind of crisis could be 
overcome only by a sustainable vision.



Building institutional leadership to 
enhance policy coherence for 

Sustainable Development

Coalition for Sustainable Development formed 
out of representatives from Civil Society and the 
private sector – underway
Another important instrument that we are 
developing for assuring policy coherence is the 
Sustainable Development Hubs. 
Less than two months ago the Romanian 
Government established the Consultative 
Council for Sustainable Development which will 
bring together experts who will contribute with 
scientific know-how to the implementation 
process. 
The work of the 34th members of the Council 
will is financially sustained by a European 
project which also aims to deliver a  National 
Action Plan, a Romanian Sustainability Code, a 
new set of national indicators and much more 
useful tools for implementing the SDGs 3

Interdepartmental Committee for Sustainable 
Development - established in 2019, headed by the 
prime minister, members of the government
Taking into consideration the structures and the 
attributes of this Committee, I may say it is a very useful 
tool to better incorporate sustainable development into 
national policies.



Recommendation of the Council on Policy Coherence for Sustainable 
Development – Romanian Context (I)
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Building a strong, inclusive 
political commitment and 

leadership

• April 2016 – full support from 
both houses of the Romanian 
Parliament for the 
implementation of Agenda 
2030

• The Department had an 
effective work relationship 
with all PMs.

• Building political commitment 
needs also good results and 
transparent reporting – yearly 
the Government will present 
in Parliament a progress 
report regarding national 
implementation of SDGs

Defining, implementing and 
communicating a strategic 

long-term vision that supports 
policy coherence

• Our strategic long term vision 
is well defined since 2018 by 
National Strategy

• We constantly communicate 
our vision using different 
tools: events; workshop; 
social media; newsletters etc

Improving Policy Integration to 
better incorporate sustainable 
development into policy and 

finance

• EU Green Deal and Trust 
Found needs to be used 
effectively to support the 
implementation of SDGs in 
Romanian

• Also, Sustainable 
Development will be an 
„Operational Program” 
finance by European 
Structural and Investment 
Funds.

• Moreover, we try to develop 
instruments for financing 
SDGs through the national 
budget.
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Recommendation of the Council on Policy Coherence for Sustainable 
Development – Romanian Context (II)
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Ensuring whole-of-
government coordination

• Interdepartmental 
Committee for Sustainable 
Development is a very 
important tool in this regard

• The list of national indicators 
that the National Statistics 
Institute is developing would 
be very useful for better 
monitoring the progress.

Engaging appropriately sub-
national levels of government 

in areas where they have a 
role in policy coordination

• The regional level is very 
important in our vision, that is 
why we try to be very present 
in local communities.

• All the local authorithies have 
received a copy of National 
Strategy

• We are currently working to 
develop a stategic framework 
for local implementation of 
SDGs.

Engaging stakeholders 
effectively

• Consultative Council for 
Sustainable Development –
engage the academia,
universities, NGOs

• Coalition for Sustainable 
Development - engage 
representatives from civil 
society

• Romanian Sustainble Code –
engage business environmnet

• Communication Plan –
through online channels and 
classic mass media to engage 
all the citizens 
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Recommendation of the Council on Policy Coherence for Sustainable 
Development – Romanian Context (III)

6

St
ra

te
gi

c 
Vi

si
on Analysing and assessing 

policy and financing impacts

• The Romanian Government through 
Public Policy Direction is developing 
tools for evaluating the impacts of 
government interventions.

• One of these is a methodology from 
2015 that resulted from the 
„Regulatory Impact Assessment 
Reform” project.

• We intend to coordinate our efforts 
in orderd to use and adapt this 
methodology for policies regarding 
SDGs.

• This topic is also strongly related 
tothe development of the national 
list ofindicators.

Strengthening monitoring, reporting and 
evaluation systems to collect qualitative 

and quantitative evidence on the impact of 
policies and financing, and report progress 

on PCSD.

• One of the activities of the European project 
we are implementing is the realization of 50 
national barometers;

• The experts we are working with are 
including in their research quantitative and 
qualitative indicators.

• The results will give us a general image of 
public perception regarding the National 
Strategy and the Sustainable Development 
Goals.

• We will also use the results to develop new 
instruments in order to strengthen our 
monitoring capacity

Develop a set of responsive and adaptive tools to anticipate, assess and address domestic, 
transboundary and long-term impacts of policies to advance SDGs



Collaboration with the OECD
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Last year, in the margins of the UN General Assembly, with our partners from OECD we launched 
the Global Hub on the Governance for the SDGs - a tool that encourages Governments to 
coordinate, consult and work across policy areas. We need to make THE BEST of it!

Romania co-hosted with OECD one side-event at UNECE Regional Forum on Sustainable 
Development 2020

•   “Accelarating progress on the SDGS through policy coherence for sustainble development”
•  The event was an oportunity to share best practices and find solutions for challengies regarding 
policy coherence.



THE HUB ON THE GOVERNANCE FOR THE SDGs
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Romania, as a regional hub for promoting the 2030 Agenda, is committed to continuing the efforts 
for supporting the HUB. In this regard we intend to:

• Share our national experience;
• Strengthen partnerships and cooperation;
• Support the knowledge platform;
• Promote good practices.

At the same time, we consider this platform should also work as a mechanism that encourages 
transparency, monitoring, and reporting.

Taking into consideration the ongoing project with OECD regarding budgeting and policy 
coherence for sustainable development, the Department is interested to participate in similar 
initiatives – Romania is open to be a pilot-country, to take part in peer review mechanisms or 
another kind of activity that will contribute to enriching global expertise.

Romanian Government welcomes also the cooperation with UNDP for dissemination of OECD 
knowledge and standards beyond the Organisation’s membership. 



Challenges for PCSD Recommendation
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• We need broad cooperation from all public 
servants. Engaging all stakeholders it s a difficult 
task but still very necessary. One of the ways to do 
this is to maintain a continuous dialogue and to 
constantly involve public servants from different 
areas in our activity. 

• The outbreak of the new virus has changed a lot 
from all aspects of our life. The activity of our 
Department is affected by the spreading of 
coronavirus. We cannot organize any more events 
and meetings in order to promote the SDGs and 
keep all stakeholders involved.

• On the other hand, we are committed to continuing 
our mission. Thus, in the next months, we will
deliver engaging content on our online platforms.



Romanian Government
Department of Sustainable Development
E-mail: contact@dezvoltaredurabila.gov.ro
Website: www.dezvoltaredurabila.gov.ro
https://www.facebook.com/departamentulpentrudezvoltaredurabila

#WillYou2030?
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