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 The 37th Joint Meeting agreed to organise a special session on nanotechnology at its 38th meeting, 
to be held in June 2005.  To plan this event, it established a steering group which includes delegates from 
Australia, Canada, Germany, Italy, Japan, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, the United States, WHO and 
BIAC. 

 The steering group has prepared this draft programme for the special session which will address 
the “potential implications of manufactured nano-materials for human health and environmental safety”.  

 The Joint Meeting is invited to: i) take note of the “keynote” presentations; ii) inform the session 
of national activities related to the safety of nano-materials; and iii) propose a way forward to identify 
issues which the Joint Meeting should address in the future, so economic advantage may be taken of the 
opportunities manufactured nanomaterials provide, while ensuring human health and environmental safety 
is addressed.   
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INTRODUCTION 
 
1. The objective of this special session is to begin to identify human health and environmental 
safety issues, associated with manufactured nano-materials, which the Joint Meeting should address in the 
future.   

2. In order to lead the discussions on this topic, the session will begin with three “keynote” 
introductory presentations.  The first will be an introduction to nanotechnology and nano-materials; the 
second will focus on the potential impacts of nano-materials on human health and the environment; and 
the third will be an example of a national study (the UK) to address the issues arising from this topic, 
including potential regulatory challenges. 

3. The “keynote” presentations will be followed by a number of prepared interventions from 
delegations, who will share their experiences related to the safety of nano-materials.  

4. The “keynote” presentations and the subsequent discussions are aimed at increasing our 
understanding of the properties of nano-materials, for example, why the same chemical performs 
differently when engineered as a nano-material.  It should also address the question of whether such 
differences have different biological effects and therefore potential impacts on human health and the 
environment.    

5. Two key issues which follow are: i) whether and how existing science-based risk assessment 
methods can address potential safety concerns; and ii) whether existing regulatory frameworks can deal 
with such materials.  

PROGRAMME 

 
14:30 - 14:40 

 
Brief Introduction to the Special Session: Scope and Objectives 
The Secretariat   
Environment, Health and Safety Division 

 
14:40 - 15:00 

 
An Introduction to Nanotechnology and Nano-materials  
 
This presentation will introduce the topic of nanotechnology by summarising the science 
behind the technology and identifying the types of nano-materials which are in current 
commercial use or are in the “pipeline”.  It will address the differences in properties 
between a chemical in bulk versus nanomaterials. 
 
This presentation will be given by an invited speaker from the United States, Clayton 
Teague (Director of the US National Nanotechnology Coordinating Office).  
 
This item will be supported by a short background document prepared by the presenter.   
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15:00 - 15:20 
 

 
Potential impacts on human health and the environment 
 
This presentation will identify potential human health and environmental safety issues 
associated with nano-materials.  It will cover hazard identification, exposure and risk 
assessment issues. 
 
This presentation will be given by an invited speaker from Germany, Professor Paul 
Borm, University of Düsseldorf.   
 
This item will be supported by a short background document prepared by the presenter.   

 
15:20 - 15:40 

 
National Study: The Report of the UK Royal Society and the Royal Academy of 
Engineering 
 
This presentation will introduce the results of a national study which was established to 
address the topic of nanotechnology and the nanosciences.  While it will acknowledge the 
many benefits that nanotechnologies have to offer, it will also recognise that further 
discussion is needed on their development.  For example, it will address potential 
regulatory challenges.  In addition, it will highlight the need for additional research to 
address uncertainties about the health and environmental effects of nanoparticles – the 
area of nanotechnologies - which is of most interest to the Joint Meeting.   
 
This presentation will be given by Professor Roland Clift, Director of the Centre for 
Environmental Strategy, University of Surrey.  He is one of the experts involved in the 
study “Nanotechnology and Nanosciences: Opportunities and Uncertainties” of the 
Royal Society and the Royal Academy of Engineering.  
 
This item will be supported by a short background document prepared by the presenter.  
 

15:40 - 16:10 Coffee/Tea Break 
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16:10 - 17:00 

 
Other Activities in Member countries, Intergovernmental Organisations, Industry 
and other Stakeholders 
 
In order to initiate the discussions, there will be series of short prepared interventions 
(approximately 5 minutes) from 5 or 6 delegations who will share their experiences on 
the safety of nano-materials.  
 
The issues or questions which will be covered will include: i) the results of any research 
efforts designed to identify or address safety concerns; ii) any national initiatives or 
reports which have studied the topic, including any recommendations on safety; and iii) 
the results (if available) of any notifications or regulatory assessments of specific nano-
materials.  Amongst other things, these interventions should lead to a more complete 
catalogue of what governments (and other international institutions) are doing on the 
topic. 
 
The interventions will be made by: Australia/ Canada; Italy; Japan; Switzerland; 
WHO/IPCS; BIAC; and Environmental NGO. Other Delegations have also been offered 
the opportunity to make a brief intervention under this item.  

 
17:00 – 17:50 

 
Initial Discussion of the Role of the Joint Meeting and OECD’s Chemicals 
Programme  
 
This will be an opportunity for a general discussion involving all delegations to comment 
on what they have heard and to begin to identify those issues (if any) which should be 
addressed by the Joint Meeting in the future.   
 
The special session will last for a maximum of three hours, so many of these suggestions 
might need more detailed consideration before the Joint Meeting can consider whether or 
not to address them. Taking this into account, one possibility might be to hold a 
Workshop which can consider the issues in more detail and then report back to the Joint 
Meeting.  If this suggestion is agreed, it would be good timing to hold such a Workshop 
in October/ November 2005.  The resulting workshop report could then be prepared in 
time for consideration by the 39th Joint Meeting, which will be held 15-17 February 2006. 
 

 
17:50 – 18:00 

 
Chair’s Summary 
 

 
 


