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The OECD system for measuring aid targeting 

the objectives of the Rio conventions: 

“Rio markers” 

 
• Members of the Development Assistance Committee 

(DAC) report their aid activities to the OECD Creditor 

Reporting System (CRS) database. 

• Donors are requested to indicate for each aid activity 

whether or not it targets the objectives of the three Rio 

conventions.  

 

• The Rio markers were established in close collaboration 

with the Secretariats of the UNCBD, UNFCCC and 

UNCCD.  

• One of aims of the Rio markers is to facilitate the 

compilation of national communications.  



Rio markers have become standard elements 

of the OECD DAC/CRS data collection system 

• Data for years 1998-2006 were obtained on a trial 

basis: pilot data collection in 2002, followed by a trial 

period. 

• Reporting became mandatory starting with 2007 

flows: at the end of the trial period, the DAC Working 

Party on Statistics approved the inclusion of the Rio 

markers as permanent items of the CRS data 

collection system.  

• Data series are available for 1998-2008: while there 

are some gaps, the coverage of reporting has 

improved regularly. Only Luxembourg and the United 

States did not report on Rio markers for 2008 flows.   



The two markers on  

climate-change-related aid 

 
• The Rio marker on climate change mitigation 

tracks aid flows in support of developing countries’ 

efforts to implement the Convention. 

 

• In 2009 the DAC agreed to also track aid in support 

of climate change adaptation. 

 

• This will allow a comprehensive presentation of aid 

that supports developing countries’ efforts to 

address climate change (as from 2011 reporting on 

2010 flows). 

 



Climate-change-related aid:  working 

definitions for statistical reporting purposes 

• Aid in support of climate change mitigation 

 is defined as activities that contribute to the objective of 

stabilisation of greenhouse gas (GHG) concentrations in 

the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous 

anthropogenic interference with the climate system by 

promoting efforts to reduce or limit GHG emissions or to 

enhance GHG sequestration. (Article 2 of the UNFCCC) 

• Aid in support of climate change adaptation 

 is defined as activities that aim to reduce the 

vulnerability of human or natural systems to the impacts 

of climate change and climate-related risks, by 

maintaining or increasing adaptive capacity and 

resilience. 



Climate-change-related aid: : working definitions 

for statistical reporting purposes – cont’d 

 

• Criteria for eligibility, examples, and key features 

of the Conventions are also provided in the CRS 

reporting directives, to ensure common 

understanding of the definition among reporters.  

 

• This material was developed in close collaboration 
between the DAC Working Party on Statistics, the 
DAC Network on Environment and Development Co-
operation and the UNFCCC Secretariat. 



The Rio markers: reporting method 

 

 

• Scoring system: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1+2(+3)= Aid targeting the objectives of the Rio conventions 

0 Not targeted 

1 Significant objective 

2 Principal objective 

 

3 Only for desertification:  

Action programme 



Illustration 1: Examples of aid activities targeting the 

objectives of the Rio conventions, as reported to the 

CRS in 2008 - commitments 

Donor Recipient Project title

USD 

amount, 

'000

sector Biodiversity
Climate 

Change
Desertification

Belgium Morocco
Thinghir and Zagora cities 

sanitation
20 914

Water Supply 

and Sanitation
1 1 1

Switzerland Laos Preserving agrobiodiversity 4 208

General 

Environmental 

Protection

2 0 0

Denmark Niger

Food security and 

organisation of villages in 

North Niger

1 401 Agriculture 0 0 1



The Rio markers: methodological issues to 

consider when using data 

• Marker data do not allow exact quantification of aid to 

the objectives. They give an indication of the policy 

objectives of aid (best estimate). 

– It is considered that the full amounts of activities 

marked as “principal” contribute to the policy 

objective, whereas less than the full value of 

activities marked as “significant” target the 

objective.  

– Activities can target the objectives of the three 

Conventions at the same time, and data should 

not be added up across Conventions. 

 

 



Illustration 2:  Climate change mitigation-related aid, 

commitments 2006-2008 
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Illustration 3:  Climate change mitigation-related aid, 

commitments 2008 

Significant Principal Total amount
% of total 

ODA

Australia 82.9 6.3 89.2 2

Austria 22.0 9.5 31.5 2

Belgium 74.1 3.5 77.6 4

Canada 34.7 6.8 41.5 1

Denmark 133.5 70.1 203.6 13

Finland 111.6 29.5 141.1 15

France 434.5 374.0 808.5 8

Germany 639.6 1417.8 2057.4 16

Greece 3.8 1.6 5.4 2

Ireland 18.1 1.9 20.0 2

Italy 44.7 27.8 72.5 3

Japan 438.8 2645.3 3084.0 17

Luxembourg .. .. .. ..

Netherlands 299.5 0.0 299.5 5

New Zealand 2.1 0.4 2.5 1

Norway 41.2 158.2 199.5 5

Portugal 0.4 0.0 0.4 0

Spain 156.4 149.8 306.2 7

Sweden 7.4 14.4 21.8 1

Switzerland 7.4 6.6 14.1 1

United Kingdom 137.6 154.6 292.2 4

United States .. .. .. ..

EU institutions 396.5 380.9 777.4 4

Total 3086.7 5459.2 8545.9 8

2008, USD Million



Illustration 4: DAC members’ aid flows targeted at the 

objectives of the Rio conventions, 1999-2008 

Commitments, two-year averages, USD  million, constant 2008 prices 
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OECD DAC/CRS:  authoritative source for 

internationally comparable statistics on aid 

flows 

• Common reporting rules and standards ensure data 

homogeneity and comparability at the 

international level.  

• A special quality review of Rio marker data was 

undertaken in 2009: 

– Reporting by DAC members: for 2008 data, only 

Luxembourg and the United States did not report on Rio 

markers.  

– Comparability between members: members confirmed 

that Rio marker data reflected the reality of their 

programmes, but further work would be undertaken to 

reduce subjectivity in scoring.  

 



Multilateral ODA 

 

• The Rio markers are applicable to bilateral 

contributions only.  However, data on multilateral 

ODA to specific climate funds (e.g.  GEF-SCCF) 

could be identified through “channels of delivery”.   

 

• With regard to contributions to agencies active in 

all sectors (e.g. WB), possibility of calculating 

“imputed amounts”  based on the agencies’ 

reporting on their outflows.  However, this would 

require more complete reporting from the multilateral 

agencies. 

 

 



Can the CRS help to track recent climate aid 

pledges? 

 

• The CRS is the most comprehensive dataset on climate-

change-related aid today.  It is a “ good basis on which to 

build ”.  

• The system can easily accommodate Rio marker data from 

multilateral agencies (EU and WB already report) and non-DAC 

bilateral donors. 

• The coverage of marker data collection could be expanded to 

non-ODA public funding (non-concessional loans to developing 

countries) and possibly public funds used for leveraging private 

finance. 

 

• Rio marking official export credits, direct foreign investment 

and private market-based financing is not feasible due to the 

confidentiality of activity-level data on these flows. 

 

 



For more information 
 

Methods and data are available on the DAC 

website at  

 

www.oecd.org/dac/stats/rioconventions 

 

 

http://www.oecd.org/dac/stats/rioconventions

