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Over the Rainbow? The Road to LGBTI Inclusion

Legal LGBTI inclusivity & gender equality

OECD countries are only halfway to full legal inclusion 
of LGBTI people but legal LGBTI inclusivity has strongly 
improved over the last two decades.

Beyond laws, policies are also crucial to make societies more inclusive of LGBTI people

Even some countries that used to perform poorly have 
become much more inclusive of LGBTI people.

Legal LGBTI inclusivity is on the rise All countries are becoming more LGBTI inclusive

% of LGBTI-inclusive laws* that have been passed, 
between 1979 and 1999

* This basic set of laws is defined based on international human rights standards.

% of LGBTI-inclusive laws that have been passed, 
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Source: OECD, Over the Rainbow? The Road to LGBTI Inclusion, url: oe.cd/lgbti-2020
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Legal LGBTI inclusivity & social acceptance

Compared with the lowest-performing countries, those that have 
passed the most legal protections for LGBTI people also show:
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•	 a 3 times higher share of survey respondents who consider 
their area is a good place to live for lesbians & gay men

•	 an 80% increase in acceptance of homosexuality among 
survey respondents

•	 a 30% decrease 
in the gender 
wage gap

Compared with the lowest-performing countries, those that have 
passed the most legal protections for LGBTI people also show: 

1999 2019

•	 more than double the share 
of women in parliament 
(34% vs 15%)


