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What is PISA? 



Who are the PISA students: Target population

PISA target population

 PISA students are aged between 15 years 3 

months and 16 years 2 months at the time of the 

assessment

 They have completed at least 6 years of formal 

schooling

Enrolled in:

They can be enrolled in any type of institution

- full-time or part-time education

- academic or vocational programmes

- public or private schools or foreign schools within the 

country



Participating countries and economies in PISA 2018

OECD countries

Partner countries and economies

All 37 OECD member states and 

42 partner countries/economies



Equity
To what extent do gender, socio-economic status or 

immigrant background influence students’ prospects?
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%

Academic resilience

Fig II.3.1

In Estonia, 15% of students that are in the bottom 

quarter of national ESCS score in top national 

quarter of reading performance
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Fig II.7.1
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Statistically significant differences between girls and boys in the top and/or 

bottom quarters of socio-economic status are marked in a darker tone

Low achievers are students 

who performed below Level 2
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Fig I.4.11

Across OECD countries, 12% of 

students reported to speak a language at 

home most of the time that is different 

from the language of assessment.
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Fig II.9.5
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