FRANCE
This note on France focuses on three major topics covered in the present edition of Education at a Glance,
which particularly concern France. These topics are: the learning and school environment in primary
and secondary education (teachers’ salaries and working hours, the school day, class sizes, funding, etc.);
the impact of the economic crisis on education and the transition of young people to the labour market
(unemployment rates of those with low qualifications, the proportion of NEETs [young people Neither in
Employment nor in Education or Training], education after the age of 25, the labour market entry of
those with vocational qualifications, etc.); and finally, the development of higher education (its funding,
appeal, university courses offered in English, doctoral education and university fail rates, etc.).

Topic 1: The learning and school environment in primary and secondary
education
French teachers in primary and secondary education have statutory
salaries which are significantly lower than both the OECD average and the
salaries of other higher education graduates…
In France, the statutory salary of teachers in primary or secondary education is lower than the OECD
average, both in the case of beginning teachers and those with 10 or 15 years of professional
experience.
In 2011, the average statutory salaries (including neither bonuses nor overtime pay, see the box below)
of teachers in OECD countries who had completed at least 15 years of service were USD 38 136
(USD 33 152 in France) in primary education, USD 39 934 (USD 36 159 in France) in lower secondary
education and USD 41 665 (USD 36 398 in France) in upper secondary education (Table D3.1).
From a methodological standpoint, the OECD indicator compares gross annual salaries of teachers in
public education, as specified in official (statutory salary) scales. These data therefore exclude bonuses
and other allowances, which are not received by all teachers. Salaries are converted into American
dollars (USD) using purchasing power parity (PPP) rates that equalise the purchasing power of
different currencies.
Only the maximum salary of French teachers is above the OECD average at all levels of education.
However to reach this maximum grade in France, 34 years of service are needed as opposed to only
24 years on average in OECD countries.
In France, the salary of teachers in primary education represents 75% of the salary of 25-64 year-old
tertiary (higher) education graduates who work full time full year (compared to 82% on average in
OECD countries); this percentage reaches 81% in lower secondary education (compared to 85% on
average in OECD countries) and 82% in upper secondary education (compared to 89% on average in
OECD countries). Teachers in upper secondary education earn as much as – or even more than –
employed higher education graduates in 11 of the 31 countries for which data are available
(Table D3.2 and Chart D3.1).
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…and which decreased (in real terms) over the 2000-11 period.
Between 2000 and 2011, the salaries of teachers with 15 years of experience rose in real terms
in most countries. The highest increases of well over 50% were recorded in Estonia and the Czech
Republic. The only countries which were exceptions to this trend in lower secondary education were
France, Greece, Japan and Switzerland (Table D3.4, and Chart 1). In France, statutory salaries in
constant prices fell, taking into account inflation, and particularly so between 2000 and 2008.

However, statutory salaries in France were not affected by the economic
crisis, in contrast to many OECD countries.
The economic and financial crisis that hit the world economy towards the end of 2008 significantly
affected the pay of civil servants and public-sector workers in general. In most countries, salaries did
not increase as much between 2005 and 2011 as between 2000 and 2005, in both primary and
secondary education.
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The effect of the economic crisis is more readily apparent if one examines the period from 2008 to
2011. During that period, salaries in lower secondary education fell in real terms in 12 of the
25 countries with available data, and by over 16% in Greece and Hungary (Chart 1 and Table D3.4). In
France statutory salaries of teachers have remained stable, in constant prices, since 2008.

Differences between teacher salaries in primary and secondary education
are more marked in France when compared to the OECD average.
In spite of the reforms implemented in 2011 to increase the pay of beginning teachers, their statutory
salaries remain lower than the OECD average by 11% in primary education, 5% in lower secondary
education and 8% in upper secondary education. These differences are most striking therefore in
primary education (Table D3.1).
In most OECD countries, salaries rise with the level of education, but the differences are more
pronounced in France. Here, teachers in lower secondary education (corresponding to the collège)
with 15 years of experience earn 9% more than those in primary education (compared to 5% on
average in OECD countries). As a guide, only in Germany (with 10%), Mexico (27%), the Netherlands
(22%), Poland (14%), Spain (11%) and Switzerland (14%) do teachers in secondary education earn at
least 10% more than those in primary education.

A further big difference between the two levels of education in France is
that classroom teaching time is over 40% greater in primary education
than in secondary education…
Only in the Czech Republic, France, Greece, Israel and Korea is annual teaching time at least
30% greater in primary education than in lower secondary education (Table D4.1 and Chart 2).
Thus, in France, teachers in primary education spend on average 936 hours a year with their
pupils in class, i.e. 146 hours more than the OECD average of 790 hours. Furthermore, this
teaching time in primary education is spread over a more limited number of days in France (141
compared to the OECD average of 185). In France, teachers teach over 6 hours per day on average in
primary education, whereas in most countries their counterparts are expected to teach for between
3 and 6 hours a day. By contrast, in Korea, the number of days teachers have to teach is very high – on
average over five days a week – but they do so on average for only 3.7 hours a day (Table D4.1 and
Chart 2).
Observing the time teachers spend teaching at secondary level in OECD countries yields a very
different picture. For example, teachers teach 709 hours a year on average in lower secondary
education in OECD countries, i.e. 81 hours fewer than in primary education, and 664 hours a year in
upper secondary education, i.e. 126 hours fewer than in primary education. In France, qualified
teachers teach 648 hours a year at both levels of secondary education, i.e. 288 hours fewer
compared to primary education.
NB: This does not mean that the working time of teachers in secondary education is less than in
primary education, but simply that they spend less time in class with their students, which
unquestionably affects the resources needed to meet the timetable commitment.
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…while class sizes are fairly similar in both primary and secondary
education, and above the OECD average.
In primary education, there are 21 pupils per class on average in OECD countries, as opposed to 23 in
France (compared to over 30 pupils per class in Chile and China, and almost half that number in
Luxembourg). In over two-thirds of countries with comparable data for 2000 and 2010, class sizes are
tending to shrink in primary education, especially in countries in which they were high in 2000, as in
Korea and Turkey. Between 2000 and 2010, class sizes changed very little in France in either primary
or secondary education (Tables D2.1 and D2.4).
In OECD countries, class sizes increase by at least two pupils on average in the transition from primary
to lower secondary education. Thus there are around 23 pupils per class on average in lower
secondary education in OECD countries as against 25 in France (Table D2.1).
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A final aspect of this comparison between primary and secondary
education is that French pupils and students get more instruction time
than the average amount in OECD countries, in both primary and
secondary education, even if the difference with this average tends to
increase with the level of education…
In OECD countries, the average total amount of instruction time a year stands at 802 hours (as
opposed to 864 hours in France) in primary education, and at 924 hours in lower secondary education
(compared to 1 081 in France, see Table D1.1).
Thus France is among those countries in which pupils/students get the most instruction time in
primary education and in lower secondary education. While the total amount of instruction time
specified in the regulations of OECD countries is, on average, 7 751 hours for both these levels, it
ranges – depending on the country – from 6 054 hours in Hungary to over 8 500 hours in France
(8 644) but also in Australia, Iceland, Ireland, Luxembourg, Israel, the Netherlands and Spain
(Table D1.1). During this instruction time, educational institutions are obliged to give lessons
comprising – where applicable – the compulsory and non-compulsory parts of the curriculum (Chart
D1.1).

…with teaching focused more on the basics (mathematics and reading) in
primary education.
On average, the greater share of the curriculum in primary education is devoted to reading, writing
and literature, but this share varies considerably. For example, reading, writing and literature
represent no more than 17% of compulsory instruction time in Iceland and Indonesia, but 35%, or
even more, in France (37%), Hungary and Mexico. The share allocated to mathematics varies even
more between countries. Mathematics account for at least 20% of instruction time in Argentina,
Belgium (Flemish Community), France (21%), Mexico and Portugal, but only for 14% or less in Greece,
Ireland, Korea and Turkey (Table D1.2a).
In lower secondary education, on the basis of the OECD average, 43% of the compulsory curriculum is
devoted to three subjects, namely reading, writing and literature (16%), modern foreign
languages (14%) and mathematics (13%). In France, these three subjects represent 47% of the
compulsory instruction time, with 16% for reading, writing and literature, 17% for modern foreign
languages and 14% for mathematics (Table D1.2b).

The differences noted above largely account for the imbalance observed in
France between the resources available for primary education and for
secondary education.
All these factors help to explain why, in general, more money is spent on secondary education
than on primary education, but also why the differences observed between these two levels,
compared to the OECD average, are more marked in France than elsewhere. On the one hand,
teachers in France are paid slightly better in secondary education than in primary education
(which increases the costs); on the other, they also have much less contact time with their
students than in primary education (which does not mean the teachers work less), so that
many more teachers are required to give lessons in secondary education, especially as class
sizes in primary and secondary education are about the same (see also Indicator B7). The need
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for extra teachers is also reinforced by the fact that instruction time for students in secondary
education is much greater than for students in primary education. These operational
differences between primary and secondary education are reflected in the statistics on
student/teacher ratios and on educational expenditure per student at both these levels.
In OECD countries, there are on average 15 pupils for every teacher in primary education, compared to
18 in France. The corresponding figures are also 18 pupils per teacher, or even more, in Chile, the
Czech Republic, Korea, Mexico and the United Kingdom, but fewer than 11 pupils per teacher in
Hungary, Iceland, Luxembourg, Norway and Poland (Chart D2.3).
In secondary education, the average student/teacher ratio in OECD countries is around 14 students for
every teacher as opposed to 12 in France. Between the two stages of secondary education in France,
the number of students per teacher is 15 in lower secondary education (as against the OECD average
of 13) and 10 per teacher in upper secondary education (compared to the OECD average of 14),
revealing that differences in France between the two stages of secondary education are also
considerable (Table D2.2).
In 2010, OECD countries spent on average 3.9% of their GDP to fund their primary and secondary
educational institutions, compared to 4.0% in France. This proportion is higher than 4.5% only in
Argentina, Brazil, Denmark, Iceland, New Zealand, Norway and the United Kingdom (Table B2.2).
However, in contrast to many countries, France shows an obvious imbalance in the distribution of its
educational expenditure between primary and secondary education. Expenditure per student in lower
secondary education (in collèges) is thus 6% higher than the OECD average (USD 9 399 as against an
average of USD 8 893), while in upper secondary education (including conventional lycées, provision in
CFAs – the Centres de Formation des Apprentis – and the agricultural lycées), expenditure per student is
38% higher than the OECD average (USD 12 874 as opposed to an average of USD 9 322), while in
primary education, it is 17% lower than the corresponding OECD average (USD 6 622 compared to an
average of USD 7 974).

Topic 2: The effect of the crisis on youth unemployment and on the
transition to the labour market for the least qualified young people.
The crisis has increased the importance of educational qualifications for
professional integration. The youngest and least qualified people are the
main victims of the crisis in France and many European countries.
Young people who do not complete their secondary education are clearly seriously handicapped when
seeking work, whereas completing tertiary education increases their chances of securing employment,
especially in times of economic crisis.
Unemployment rates have risen sharply in most OECD countries during the recent economic
crisis and have remained at a high level since then. In France, young adults (aged 25 to 34) who
had not completed upper secondary education have suffered from the crisis more than older adults
with the same level of educational attainment. On average, in OECD countries, the unemployment rate
associated with this level of education rose by almost 5 percentage points among 25-34 year-olds
between 2008 and 2011, from 13.6% to 18.1%, and by 6 percentage points in France, from 16.9% to
23.3%. In 2011, France had the eighth highest unemployment rate among unqualified young people
aged 25-34 in OECD countries, after Greece (25%), Estonia (27%), Hungary (29%), the Czech Republic
(30%), Spain (33%), Ireland (37%) and the Slovak Republic (54%) (Table A5.4b).
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The situation of 25-34 year-olds with educational qualifications is better. In France, 11.4% of young
people with a secondary education diploma (the baccalaureate or its equivalent) are seeking
employment, a proportion higher than the OECD average of 9.5% and that of its northern neighbours
such as Germany (6%), Belgium (9%) and Switzerland (4%), but very similar to the European country
average. Higher education graduates are those best placed. With a 6% unemployment rate, France is
almost 2 percentage points below the average European country rate and 1 point below the OECD
average (Table A5.4b).

In some countries, vocational secondary education qualifications (which
include the Certificat d’Aptitude professionnelle, the Brevet d’Études
professionnelles or the vocational baccalaureate in France) limit the risk of
unemployment in comparison with general secondary diplomas (including
the French general and technological baccalaureates), but in France this is
not the case.
On average in OECD countries, unemployment rates for 25-34 year-olds are slightly lower among
graduates from vocational upper secondary education or vocational post-secondary non-tertiary
education (10%), than among those with a general upper secondary diploma (11%). The difference is
equal to or greater than 2 percentage points only in Austria, Belgium, Hungary, the Slovak Republic,
Slovenia and Turkey. The opposite trend is apparent in four countries, namely Estonia, Greece, Ireland
and Israel. In 12 other OECD countries, the differences are less than 2%. France is in this last group
with identical unemployment rates in vocational and general secondary education (11%), which
however raises the question of upgrading vocational studies on the labour market (Table A5.5c and
Chart 3).
Chart 3. Unemployment rates among 25-64 year-olds with vocational or general upper
secondary or post-secondary non-tertiary education (2011)
Vocational education at ISCED 3/4 level (CAP, BEP or vocational baccalaureate in France)

General education at ISCED 3/4 level (technical and general baccalaureate in France)
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Countries are ranked in ascending order of the unemployment rate of 25-64 year-olds with vocational education at ISCED 3/4 level.
Source: OECD. Table A5.5a. See Annex 3 for notes (www.oecd.org/edu/eag.htm).
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In other countries, people with no qualifications may return to education
and graduate after the age of 25 more easily than in France…
The proportion of young people without qualifications who are in education between the ages of 25
and 29 is relatively low in France, compared to the OECD average. According to this average, the
percentage of 25-29 year-olds who have no qualification and are in education is 7%, as opposed to just
1% in France. This percentage exceeds 10% in Germany, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, the Netherlands,
Portugal, Slovenia and Sweden (Table C5.5b).
Some countries, therefore, are in favour of adults returning to education. Around 10% of upper
secondary education graduates are aged 25 at least in Denmark, Finland, the Netherlands and Norway.
This proportion reaches almost 20% in Iceland and 30% in Portugal (Table A2.1, data from France for
this indicator are missing).

…even though unemployment rates are higher in a small group of
countries, including France, among 25-29 year-olds with below upper
secondary education…
On average in OECD countries, the proportion of young people neither in education nor in
employment among 25-29 year-olds with below upper secondary education was 14% in 2011,
whereas it was at least 20% in a small group of countries, including France (22.3%), but also
the Czech Republic, Estonia, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, the Slovak Republic and Spain. By
contrast, this proportion was less than 6.5% in Korea, Mexico and the Netherlands (Table C5.5b).

…and professional integration is especially problematic in France among
the 10% of 15-19 year-olds who are no longer in education.
In 2011, on average in OECD countries, 86% of 15-19 year-olds were in education, compared to 90%
in France and less than 61% in Mexico and Turkey. In the Czech Republic, Germany, Hungary,
Luxembourg, Poland, the Slovak Republic and Slovenia, over 92% of 15-19 year-olds were still in
education in 2011 (Table C5.4a). However, among the 10% of 15-19 year-olds in France who were
no longer in education, 72% on average were unemployed or not in the labour force, compared
an OECD average of 58% (Table C5.2d and Chart C5.2).

Topic 3: The expansion of tertiary (higher) education in OECD countries
and in France
France has recovered the ground it regrettably lost in recent decades as
regards the educational attainment of its population.
The percentage of tertiary education graduates has risen significantly over the last 30 years. On
average in OECD countries, 39% 25-34 year-olds (43% in France) are tertiary education
graduates, compared to 24% 55-64 year-olds (19% in France). Korea and Japan, along with
Canada and the Russian Federation, are the countries with the highest percentage of tertiary education
graduates among 25-34 year-olds. Over 55% of young adults in these countries have successfully
completed their tertiary education (Chart A1.1).
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In France, the proportion of doctorate (or Ph.D.) graduates is similar to the
OECD average, but more than one out of three graduates at this level is an
international student.
Holders of a qualification equivalent to a doctorate have the highest possible educational attainment.
They include researchers with a doctorate or a Ph.D., who foster the development and expansion of
knowledge in society. Based on 2011 graduation rates, it is estimated that in OECD countries on
average 1.6% of young people will complete an advanced research programme compared to 1.6% also
in France (Table A3.1a). The corresponding proportion is higher than 2% in Austria, China, Denmark,
Finland, Germany, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. Over 35% of doctoral students chose
a scientific field of study in Chile, France and Israel (compared to an OECD average of 23%).
It should be noted that, while in France the proportion is the same as the OECD average, around one
doctorate or Ph.D. graduate out of three is an international student, which may indicate both that these
programmes appeal to foreign students and that national students are wary of embarking on them.
This is also reflected in low enrolment rates after the age of 25 among young people who already have
a higher education degree in France. Thus on average in OECD countries, the proportion of 25-29 yearold higher education graduates who are still in education is 18% as opposed to only 7% in France. The
corresponding proportion is over 25% in Austria, Denmark, Italy and Sweden (Table C5.5b).

As to investment, it has been much greater in higher education in recent
years than in primary and secondary education…
Between 2005 and 2010, expenditure per student in primary, secondary and post-secondary nontertiary education rose by at least 10% in 23 of the 33 countries with available data, but by only 5% in
France over this period. On the other hand over the same period, expenditure per tertiary
student in France increased by 15%, compared to 8% on average in OECD countries
(Table B1.5b and Chart B1.6).
In 2010, a typical OECD country spent USD 13 528 per student per year in tertiary education
(compared to USD 15 067 in France). In tertiary education, expenditure per student exceeded
USD 18 000 in Canada, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and the United States (Table B1.1a and
Chart B1.2).

…despite the fact that registration fees remain reasonable in France
compared to some OECD countries.
When comparing levels of education, the private share of funding is highest in tertiary education: on
average in OECD countries, it represents 32% of expenditure on educational institutions (compared
to 18% in France) (Table B3.2b).
In university-level (tertiary-type A) education, the average tuition fees that public institutions charge
national students vary greatly between countries. In the five Nordic countries (Denmark, Finland,
Iceland, Norway and Sweden) in which tax structure is more progressive, as well as in Mexico and
Poland, public institutions do not charge tuition fees. On the other hand, in a third of the countries,
public institutions charge their national students tuition fees of more than USD 1 500; this amount
even exceeds USD 5 000 in Chile, Korea and the United States. Tuition fees are not very high in
tertiary-type A education in Austria, Belgium, France, Italy, Portugal, Spain and Switzerland.
Among the EU21 countries for which data are available, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom are
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the only ones where full-time national students have to pay annual tuition fees higher than USD 1 500
(Table B5.1 and Chart B5.2).

France remains an attractive host country with a proportion of 6% of all
foreign students worldwide enrolled in higher education…
Over the last 30 years, the number of students enrolled outside their country of citizenship has
increased strongly worldwide: it rose from 0.8 million in 1975 to 4.3 million in 2011, i.e. a more than
fivefold increase. “Foreign students” account for a significant proportion of tertiary education
enrolments in France (11.9%) (Table C4.1).
According to 2011 figures, more than one foreign student in two chooses his/her destination from
among a relatively limited number of countries. Indeed, half of all students enrolled outside of their
country of citizenship are distributed across just five countries. The United States hosts the most
foreign students (in absolute terms), representing 17% of world foreign student enrolment. Behind
the US in the same ranking come the United Kingdom (13%), Australia (6%), Germany (6%) and
France (6%) (Chart C4.2 and Table C4.7, available on line).

…even if new emerging countries are entering the competition on the
education market...
Besides the top five countries, significant numbers of foreign students are enrolled in Canada (5%),
Japan (4%), the Russian Federation (4%) and Spain (2%) (Table C4.4). In ten years, the percentage of
international students who have chosen the United States as their destination country has fallen
from 23% to 17%, and this proportion has decreased by over 3 percentage points in Germany.
Conversely, the proportion of international students who have chosen Australia, Korea, New Zealand
and Spain has increased by more than 1 percentage point, whereas the proportion of those who have
chosen the Russian Federation and the United Kingdom has increased by around 2 percentage points
(Chart C4.3).

…which is prompting a growing number of countries to use English as
language of instruction in some university programmes.
The language spoken and used in education is sometimes one of the decisive factors in the choice of
the host country. For this reason, countries in which higher education is offered in widely used
languages (such as English, French, German, Russian and Spanish) are those that host the most foreign
students both in absolute and relative terms. Japan is an exception: it takes in a high percentage of
foreign students, 93% of them from Asia, even though its language of instruction is less widespread
(Table C4.3 and Chart C4.2).
Moreover, many institutions in non-English-speaking countries now offer programmes in English,
which enables them to offset their language disadvantage for foreign students. This trend is especially
noticeable in countries in which the use of English is widespread, such as the Nordic countries. In
France, only some programmes are given in English (see box below).
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Box C4.2 from Education at a Glance 2013.
Countries offering tertiary programmes in English (2011)

Use of English in instruction
All or nearly all programmes
offered in English

Australia, Canada, Ireland, New Zealand, the United Kingdom,
the United States

Many programmes offered in Denmark, Finland, the Netherlands, Sweden
English
Belgium (Fl.), the Czech Republic, France, Germany, Hungary,
Some programmes offered in
Iceland, Japan, Korea, Norway, Poland, Portugal, the Slovak
English
Republic, Switzerland, Turkey
No or nearly no programmes Austria, Belgium (Fr.), Brazil, Chile, Greece, Israel, Italy,
offered in English
Luxembourg, Mexico, the Russian Federation, Spain
Note: The extent to which a country offers a few or many programmes in English takes into account the size of the population
in the country. Hence, France and Germany are classified among countries with comparatively few English programmes,
although they have more English programmes than Sweden, in absolute terms.

The progression in France between secondary education and university is
still problematic…
In Hungary, Norway, New Zealand, Sweden and the United States, less than 60% of the students who
enter a first tertiary education programme complete it successfully, a proportion which exceeds 75%
in Australia, Denmark, Finland, France, Japan and Spain. Drop-out rates for higher education as a
whole are therefore lower in France compared to the OECD average. However, 14% of students
drop out from university-type programmes but are then re-oriented with success to more
technical programmes, such as IUT or STS (Table A4.1 and Chart 4).
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Chart 4. Proportion of students who enter tertiary-type A education and graduate with at
least a first degree at this level, by status of enrolment (2011)
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Note: Some of the students who have graduated may still be enrolled, or may have finished theireducation at a different institution than
the one they originally attended, as occurs frequently in the United States. Please refer to Table A4.1 for details concerning methods used
to calculate completion rates.
1. Includes students entering single courses who may never intend to study all courses needed for a degree.
Countries are ranked in descending order of the proportion of students who graduate from tertiary-type A education with at leasta first
degree.
Source: OECD. Tables A4.1 and A4.2. See Annex 3 for notes (www.oecd.org/edu/eag.htm).

…and the financial benefit on the labour market from graduating from
higher education is slightly lower than the OECD average.
Tertiary (higher) education offers individuals substantial financial gain. In OECD countries, tertiary
education graduates can expect to earn on average 57% more than upper secondary education
graduates (compared to 47% in France) (Table A6.1).
In all countries, graduating from tertiary education thus results in a significant financial return for
those concerned compared to individuals who have lower levels of education. However, in France, this
return is less than the OECD average, and this holds for both men and women. In France, women may
expect a net gain of 8.9% (compared an OECD average of 11.5%) during their working life, while men
can expect a net gain of 10.1% (compared to an OECD average of 13%). The net gain is over 15% for
both men and women in the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Poland, the Slovak Republic, Slovenia
and Turkey, but just for men in Ireland and Korea, and just for women in Portugal (Indicator A7).
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Other findings









In 2009, investment in education had still not been hit by the economic crisis in most OECD
countries. However, between 2009 and 2010, GDP rose (in real terms) in most countries, but
public expenditure on educational institutions decreased in a third of OECD countries during
this period (by more than 2% in Austria, Ireland, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Spain and
the United States,), probably because of measures to reduce budgets. France is not among
these countries and public expenditure on educational institutions increased by 2%, on
average, between 2008 and 2009, and by 1% between 2009 and 2010 (Table B2.5).
Enrolment rates among 15-19 year-olds in France have been falling over the last 15 years, but
this decrease can be explained by a significant decrease in grade repetition during this period
and more flexible paths through school years, leading many young people to complete their
secondary education at the age of 18 (Indicator C1).
On average, in 24 OECD countries, tertiary education graduates are twice as less likely to be
obese than individuals with below upper secondary education (Indicator A8).
In OECD countries, tertiary education graduates are 16 percentage points less likely to smoke
than individuals with below upper secondary education (Indicator A8).
Early childhood education is available to the great majority of children in France, despite a
lower investment per child, compared to the OECD average (Indicator C2).
Teachers in primary and secondary education are on average younger in France than in many
European and OECD countries, and fewer of them will retire in the next few years, again in
comparison to the OECD average (Indicator D5).

Please note that all tables, charts and indicators from Education at a Glance 2013 may be
accessed at the following address: www.oecd.org/edu/eag.htm
Questions can be directed to:
Andreas Schleicher
Advisor to the Secretary-General on Education Policy,
Deputy Director for Education and Skills
Email: Andreas.Schleicher@oecd.org
Telephone: +33 6 07 38 54 64

Country Note Author:
Eric Charbonnier (Eric.Charbonnier@oecd.org)
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Key Facts for France in Education at a Glance 2013

Table

France

Indicator

OECD average

EU21 average

Rank among
OECD countries
and other G20
countries*

Educational Access and Output
Enrolment rates***

2011

2005

2011

2005

2011

2005

3-year-olds (in early childhood education)

98%

100%

67%

64%

77%

73%

2 of 36

C2.1

4-year-olds (in early childhood and primary
education)

99%

100%

84%

79%

90%

84%

4 of 36

C1.1a

5-14 year-olds (all levels)

99%

Percentage of population that has attained
below upper secondary education
A1.4a

2011

2000

2011

2000

28%

38%

26%

34%

25%

34%

2011

2000

2011

2000

2011

2000

42%

41%

44%

44%

48%

46%

2011

2000

2011

2000

2011

2000

25-64 year-olds

30%

22%

31%

22%

28%

20%

30-34 year-olds

43%

25-34 year-olds

43%

31%

39%

26%

36%

24%

13 of 36

55-64 year-olds

19%

13%

24%

15%

21%

14%

23 of 36

2011

2000

2011

2000

2011

2000

Vocational programmes (Tertiary-type B)

m

m

19%

16%

15%

11%

m

University programmes (Tertiary-type A)

39%

m

60%

48%

59%

46%

31 of 36

2011

2000

2011

2000

2011

2000

25-64 year-olds

25-64 year-olds

Entry rates into tertiary education
C3.1a

13 of 38

2000

Percentage of population that has attained
tertiary education

A1.3a
A1.4a

98%

2011

Percentage of population that has attained
upper secondary education
A1.4a

99%

Graduation rates

39%

37%

10 of 35

17 of 36

22 of 36
15 of 34

A2.1a

Percentage of today’s young people expected to
complete upper secondary education in their
lifetime

m

m

83%

76%

83%

77%

m

A3.1a

Percentage of today’s young people expected to
complete university education (tertiary-type A) in
their lifetime

m

m

39%

28%

41%

27%

m

2011

2008

2011

2008

2011

2008

Below upper secondary

12.9%

9.7%

12.6%

8.8%

15.6%

10.4%

13 of 35

Upper secondary and post-secondary non-tertiary

7.4%

5.5%

7.3%

4.9%

8.5%

5.2%

12 of 36

Tertiary

4.9%

4.0%

4.8%

3.3%

5.2%

3.2%

13 of 36

2011

2008

2011

2008

2011

2008

Below upper secondary

13.3%

10.6%

12.2%

9.5%

15.1%

11.0%

13 of 35

Upper secondary and post-secondary non-tertiary

8.4%

6.6%

8.0%

5.7%

9.1%

6.1%

13 of 35

Tertiary

5.1%

4.3%

5.1%

3.6%

5.5%

3.6%

11 of 36

Economic and Labour Market Outcomes
Unemployment rate of 25-64 year-olds - Men
and Women

A5.4b

Unemployment rate of 25-64 year-olds Women

A5.4d

2011 or latest year
available

2011

2011

Men and women

147

157

158

24 of 33

Men

157

162

164

16 of 33

Women

145

161

161

27 of 33

2011 or latest year
available

2011

2011

Men and women

79

76

77

15 of 33

Men

83

77

78

7 of 33

Women

75

74

75

16 of 33

Average earnings premium for 25-64 year-olds
with tertiary education**

A6.1

Average earnings penalty for 25-64 year-olds
who have not attained upper secondary
education**
A6.1

Percentage of people not in employment,
education or training for 15-29 year-olds, by
level of education attained
C5.4d

2011

2008

2011

2008

2011

2008

Below upper secondary

19.4%

16.9%

15.8%

14.4%

15.3%

13.5%

9 of 34

Upper secondary

17.3%

15.0%

16.2%

13.6%

15.1%

11.8%

15 of 34

Tertiary

10.4%

7.5%

13.3%

10.6%

12.3%

9.6%

22 of 34

Key Facts for France in Education at a Glance 2013
Rank among
OECD countries
and other G20
countries*

France

OECD average

EU21 average

2010

2010

2010

Pre-primary education

6362 USD

6762 USD

7085 USD

16 of 32

Primary education

6622 USD

7974 USD

8277 USD

21 of 34

Secondary education

10877 USD

9014 USD

9471 USD

10 of 34

Tertiary education

15067 USD

13528 USD

12856 USD

14 of 33

Table

Indicator

Financial Investment in Education
Annual expenditure per student (in equivalent
USD, using PPPs)

B1.1a

Total expenditure on educational institutions as
a percentage of GDP
B2.1

As a percentage of GDP
Total public expenditure on education

B4.1

As a percentage of total public expenditure
Share of private expenditure on educational
institutions

2010

2000

2010

2000

2010

2000

6.3%

6.4%

6.3%

5.4%

5.9%

5.2%

2010

2000

2010

2000

2010

2000

10.4%

11.6%

13.0%

12.6%

11.4%

11.4%

2010

2000

2010

2000

2010

2000

17.9%

11.3%

16 of 33
27 of 32

B3.2a

Pre-primary education

6.3%

23 of 28

B3.2a

Primary, secondary and post-secondary nontertiary education

8.0%

7.4%

8.5%

7.1%

6.1%

5.6%

15 of 31

B3.2b

Tertiary education

18.1%

15.6%

31.6%

22.6%

22.7%

14.3%

22 of 30

B3.1

All levels of education

10.2%

8.8%

16.4%

12.1%

10.7%

7.9%

19 of 29

Schools and Teachers
2011

Ratio of students to teaching staff
D2.2

21 students per teacher 14 students per teacher 13 students per teacher

6 of 31

Primary education

18 students per teacher 15 students per teacher 14 students per teacher

10 of 35

Secondary education

12 students per teacher 14 students per teacher 12 students per teacher

18 of 36

2011

2011

2011

Primary education

4320 hours

4717 hours

m

19 of 31

Lower secondary education

4324 hours

3034 hours

m

3 of 31

Number of hours of teaching time per year (for
teachers in public institutions)

D4.2

2000

2011

2000

994 hours

2011

2000

936 hours

Primary education

936 hours

936 hours

790 hours

780 hours

777 hours

776 hours

3 of 31

Lower secondary education

648 hours

648 hours

709 hours

697 hours

669 hours

658 hours

17 of 30

Upper secondary education

648 hours

648 hours

664 hours

628 hours

651 hours

635 hours

13 of 31

2011

2008

2011

2008

2011

2008

Primary school teachers

91

92

120

120

121

122

23 of 23

Lower secondary school teachers

92

91

116

116

121

121

21 of 22

Upper secondary school teachers

92

92

117

118

118

119

21 of 22

Ratio of teachers’ salaries to earnings for fulltime, full-year adult workers with tertiary
education

D3.2

2011

Pre-primary education

Index of change in statutory teachers’ salaries
for teachers with 15 years of
experience/minimum training (2000 = 100)
D3.4

2011

Pre-primary education

Total intented instruction time for students
(hours)
D1.1

2011

977 hours

16 of 29

2011

2011

2011

Pre-primary school teachers

0.75

0.80

0.77

12 of 22

Primary school teachers

0.75

0.82

0.80

16 of 27

Lower secondary school teachers

0.81

0.85

0.84

16 of 27

Upper secondary school teachers

0.82

0.89

0.89

15 of 27

* Countries are ranked in descending order of values.
** Compared to people with upper secondary education; upper secondary = 100.
*** Rates above 100% in the calculation are shown in italics.

