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SECOND ASEAN-OECD INVESTMENT POLICY CONFERENCE 

 

Attracting Investment for Regional Integration 

10-11 December 2014 - ASEAN Hall, ASEAN Secretariat, Jakarta 

 

The free flow of services and investment is a cornerstone of the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC), 

together with the integration of ASEAN into the global economy, as laid out in the AEC Blueprint. 

Achieving these goals will require domestic investment climate reforms in many ASEAN Member States 

(AMS) in order to facilitate foreign and domestic investment and contribute to regional policy 

harmonisation. Such reforms could significantly strengthen ASEAN regional supply chains, allowing 

investors to spread their activities strategically throughout the region.  

ASEAN has many initiatives to foster investment climate reforms as part of regional integration. These range 

from initiatives linked to domestic reforms to a regional platform for investment dialogue, including the 

ASEAN Investment Forum. The overall drive of regional integration also underpins the strategy to narrow 

the development gap between the ASEAN 6 and Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar and Viet Nam.  

The OECD has partnered with ASEAN in supporting these important steps. Co-operation on strengthening 

investment policy and promotion both nationally and regionally has proven particularly fruitful. Through 

OECD Investment Policy Reviews, AMS are building capacity within national administrations to implement 

the necessary reforms to achieve the AEC by 2015. This OECD-ASEAN investment co-operation allows for 

peer learning, both internationally through a dialogue with members of the OECD Investment Committee 

and regionally through dissemination of the results within an ASEAN context. It also provides a platform for 

benchmarking investment policies both within ASEAN and vis-à-vis peers in other parts of the world, which 

could be a useful contribution to the AEC Scorecard. The recently launched OECD Southeast Asia Regional 

Programme will add additional institutional support for on-going ASEAN-OECD co-operation on investment. 

The Second ASEAN-OECD Investment Policy Conference follows on from an earlier conference held in 

November 2010 and will gather investment policy makers from ASEAN and OECD members, as well as 

industry leaders. On the eve of 2015, the event will showcase ASEAN’s regional investment integration 

achievements and efforts. Practitioners will highlight policy reforms at the national and regional levels 

and consider practical measures to enhance integration. Ways to successfully attract investment that will 

strengthen ASEAN supply chains will be identified. Day 1 features a High-Level Forum where leaders from 

the public and private sectors will interact on key issues to foster ASEAN integration through investment 

policy and promotion. Day 2 will focus on specific aspects of regional co-operation on investment 

promotion, as well as on strengthening the ASEAN supply chain and integrating ASEAN into global value 

chains. This Forum will also feature a first meeting of the Regional Policy Network on investment within 

the context of the OECD Southeast Asia Regional Programme. 
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Agenda 

Day 1, 10 December 2014: High level Forum 

08:30 Registration (foyer of ASEAN Hall, mezzanine floor) 

9:00-10:00 Official Opening  

 H.E. AKP Mochtan, Deputy Secretary-General of ASEAN for Community 
and Corporate Affairs  

 H.E. Koichi Aiboshi, Ambassador of Japan to ASEAN 

 H.E. Stephanie Lee, Ambassador of New Zealand to ASEAN 

 Mr. Rintaro Tamaki, Deputy Secretary-General, OECD 

10:00-10:15 Coffee break and photo opportunity 

10:15-12:30 Investment policy reform and regional integration 

Senior officials from ASEAN Member States, other emerging economies, as well as 
representatives from the private sector and international organisations, will 
discuss recent investment policy reforms in ASEAN and elsewhere and the role of 
regional integration as one of the drivers of reforms. Panellists will identify ways 
to further strengthen domestic investment climates and enhance regional 
integration. This moderated debate will also assess strategies to attract more and 
better investment along the supply chain, from the region and globally. 

The OECD Secretariat will present some findings from the existing Investment 
Policy Reviews of ASEAN Member States, and senior representatives from ASEAN 
Member States and other emerging economies will discuss their experience in 
reviewing their investment policies using the Policy Framework for Investment.1 
International partners and the private sector will highlight how they contribute to 
investment reform processes.  

Introductory remarks by the moderator: 

 Professor Shujiro Urata, Waseda University and Senior Research Advisor 
to the Executive Director of Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and 
East Asia (ERIA) 

OECD framing presentation 

 Dr. Stephen Thomsen, Head, Investment Policy Reviews, OECD  

Panellists 

 Mr. Brendan Berne, Assistant Secretary, Investment & Economics Branch, 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Australia  

 Dr. Wendy Jo Werner, Practice Manager, International Finance 
Corporation, World Bank Group  
 

                                                           
1
 The Policy Framework for Investment is a multilaterally backed tool to support investment climate reform. It 

is currently being updated to reflect its use by governments around the world, including in Southeast Asia 
(www.oecd.org/corporate/pfi-update.htm)  

http://www.oecd.org/corporate/pfi-update.htm


3 
 

 Mr. Chris Humphrey, Executive Director, EU-ASEAN Business Council 

 Mr. Alexandre de Crombrugghe, Economist, Investment Division, OECD 

12:30-13:00 Special session on the Investment Policy Review of Myanmar: 

 Dr. Stephen Thomsen, Head, Investment Policy Reviews, OECD  

 Ms. Tin Aye Han, Director, Directorate of Investment and Companies 
Administration, Ministry of National Planning and Economic Development, 
Myanmar 

13:00-14:00 Lunch 

14:00-17:00 Strengthening the legal environment for investment in ASEAN 

ASEAN Member States have undertaken substantial reforms to achieve a consistent 
and transparent legal landscape under the single umbrella of ASEAN. Senior 
government representatives, private sector panellists and invited experts will 
explore ways to further improve the legal framework for investment, both 
nationally and regionally, and in light of experience from other parts of the world.  

At country level, how can further reforms create a better legal environment for 
investment? Officials will share their experiences in strengthening their domestic 
investment regimes. 

Panellists will also discuss recent developments in investment treaty making in both 
ASEAN and other regions.   

14:00-15:15 Modernising investment legal frameworks: comparative approaches and 
successful practices 

Moderator: Mr.Tan Tai Hiong, Assistant Director, Services and Investment Division, 
ASEAN Secretariat 

Lessons from investment law and treaty reform experiences:  

 H.E. Chea Vuthy, Deputy Secretary General, Cambodian Investment Board 

 Mr. Nguyen Ba Cuong, Deputy Director General, Foreign Investment 
Agency, Viet Nam 

 Ms. Karen Mills, J.D., FCIArb, Founding Member and International Legal 

Counsel, KarimSyah Law Firm, Jakarta  

 Ms. Hélène François, Legal Expert, Investment Division, OECD 

 Mr. Charles Schneider, Senior Operations Officer, International Finance 
Corporation, World Bank Group 

15:15-15:30 Coffee break 

15:30-17:00 Evolving approaches to treaty policy in ASEAN and beyond 

Moderator: Ms. Madelyn Joy Almazora, Senior Officer, Services and Investment 
Division, ASEAN Secretariat 

Panellists: 

 Dr. Sufian Jusoh, World Trade Institute, Bern, Switzerland and Faculty of 
Law, Universiti Kebangsaan, Malaysia 
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 Dr. Andreas List, Senior Coordinator for ASEAN, European Union 

 Mr. Brendan Berne, Assistant Secretary, Investment & Economics Branch, 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Australia 

 Speakers’ dinner 

 

Day 2, 11 December 2014: Focus sessions 

9:00-12:30 Strengthening investment promotion and the ASEAN supply chain: 

Some investment promotion agencies (IPAs) in Southeast Asia are recognised as 
global leaders in areas such as investment facilitation and one-stop-servicing. The 
region also has vast experience in attracting FDI as part of a global value chains 
(GVCs) strategy, but the picture is not homogeneous across ASEAN. Enhancing the 
capacity for investment promotion and facilitation throughout the region is critical 
to strengthen the ASEAN supply chain. 

Using the framing discussions from Day 1, this session will explore lessons from 
the most competitive IPAs globally and in Southeast Asia and identify measures 
for AMS to best promote investment and strengthen the ASEAN supply chain. 
Strategies to better integrate ASEAN firms into GVCs and to foster the 
development of dynamic industry clusters will also be discussed. 

9:00-10:30 Promoting investment in ASEAN: the role of IPAs and regional cooperation 

Senior investment promotion officials from Southeast Asia and beyond will discuss 
the latest developments and experience in successfully attracting new investors, 
as well as in inducing existing investors to expand their operations. Issues central 
to the debate will include cooperation among IPAs, at both regional and 
subnational levels, and strategies to strengthen regional brands, such as the 
“ASEAN” investment destination. 

o Investment can take place across different investment destinations as MNEs 
shape regional production networks: how can competing investment 
destinations cooperate? 

o What should be the priority: attracting new investors, or retaining existing 
ones?  

Introductory presentation: 

 Mr. Mike Pfister, Senior Policy Advisor, Investment Division, OECD 

Panellists: 

 Mr. Efren Leaño, Executive Director, Board of Investments, Republic of 
the Philippines 

 Ms. Danielle Thibault, Deputy Permanent Representative of Canada to 
the OECD, former Director General of Invest in Canada 

 Mr. Kazumi Nishikawa, Executive Director, The Japan External Trade 
Organization (JETRO) Singapore and Special Advisor to the Minister of 
Economy, Trade and Industry, Government of Japan 
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10:30-11:00 Coffee break 

11:00-12:30 Integrating ASEAN firms into global value chains  through investment 

This session will focus on successful experiences in attracting leading multinational 
enterprises and integrating domestic firms into global value chains (GVCs). Senior 
officials will debate on relevant cluster strategies and linkages between MNEs and 
domestic industries as ways to support GVC integration. 

o What are the ingredients for successful cluster development? 

o From export-orientation to more trade in value-added: how can firms 
upgrade in GVCs? 

o The role of responsible business conduct (RBC) in GVCs 

o What are the emerging ASEAN brands and how can investment, global and 
regional, contribute to their competitiveness? 

Introductory presentation: 

 Mr. Fernando Mistura, Policy Analyst, Investment Division, OECD 

Panellists: 

 Prof. Dr. Roel Nieuwenkamp, Chair of the OECD Working Party on RBC 

 Mr. Adhi Satriya, Senior Advisor, PT Andritz Hydro 

 Dr. Yasushi Ueki, Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia 
(ERIA) 

12:30 Conference closing 

 Mr. Ho Quang Trung, Director, Market Integration Directorate, ASEAN 
Secretariat 

 Dr. Alexander Böhmer, Head, Southeast Asia Regional Programme, OECD 

12:40 Lunch 

14:00-16:00 Meeting of the Regional Policy Network on Investment  

With the support of the Knowledge Sharing Alliance 
Participation is by invitation only 

 




