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There are wide disparities in regional income across 

OECD countries

Source: OECD 2023 Regional Outlook

Regional GDP per capita of top 20% over bottom 20% (latest available year)

OECD

0

1

2

3

4

TUR SVK POL EST HUN FRA LVA ITA LTU GBR CZE BEL GRC SVN USA DEU NOR SWE ESP CHE PRT DNK KOR NLD FIN AUT NZL JPN



© OECD | Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities | @OECD_Local | 

• Korea

• Latvia

• New 

Zealand

• Türkiye

• Greece

• Portugal

• Spain

• Austria

• Finland

• Germany

• Netherlands

• Norway

• Belgium

• Denmark

• France

• Japan

• Sweden

• UK

• USA

• Czech Republic

• Estonia

• Hungary

• Lithuania

• Poland

• Slovakia

• Slovenia

• Italy

Countries have taken different paths
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Boosting regional productivity is essential but does 

not always translate into jobs
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Source: OECD Regional Database (2023) 
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Many metropolitan regions are surging ahead…
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…while many other regions are shrinking

Share of shrinking regions (%)

0

10

20

30

40

Metropolitan large Metropolitan
midsize

Near a FUA > 250K Near a FUA < 250K Remote

96

97

98

99

100

101

102

2020 2025 2030 2035 2040

Metropolitan regions Regions near a metropolitan area

Regions far from a metropolitan area

Projection of total population relative to levels in 2020 

2020-20402001-2021 (2020 level = 100)

Source: OECD 2023 Regional Outlook



© OECD | Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities | @OECD_Local | 8

The geography of inequalities is multi-dimensional, 

including in education…

Share of adults with tertiary education in cities versus rural areas, 2020 (%) 

Source: Eurostat (2022)
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There are similar gaps in health...
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… and in access to digital infrastructure
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City-rural gap in access to high-speed internet

Fixed internet speed, % deviation from country average, 2020
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The geography of inequalities is too costly to ignore
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Trust in national governments in OECD regions | % with the highest and lowest level of trust by country

Source: OECD (2022), Building Trust to Reinforce Democracy: Main Findings from the 2021 OECD Survey
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The green transition will have huge implications for 

regions

Source: OECD Job Creation and Local Economic Development 2023

Share of green-task jobs, % of total, 2021
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Share of polluting jobs, % of total, 2021

Source: OECD Job Creation and Local Economic Development 2023

The green transition will have huge implications for 

regions
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Policy Roadmap: Five priorities to boost performance in 

all regions
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OECD Regional Outlook 2023
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