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AGENDA 

20th -23rd June 2023 | Karratha, Western Australia  

 

4th OECD Meeting of Mining Regions and 

Cities  

Diversified and liveable mining regions in 

the context of the green transition  
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■ What’s the issue? 
The world consumption of raw materials is set to nearly double by 2060, boosted by the increasing mineral demand 
to support the green transition. Mining regions are critical supply the raw materials for the future. The sub-national 
dimension is critical to ensure mining regions and cities benefit from speacialisation in mining and extractive 
activities. This specialisation generates unique opportunities (investment and technological innovation, high wage 
jobs, participation in global value chains) and challenges (Dutch disease, vulnerability to external shocks, and 
environmental impacts). These impacts, are amplified at the regional and local scale where mining operations take 
place. Around the world, local governments and actors have developed good practices and policies to successfully 
navigating the unique challenges facing mining regions and their cities. This event aims to share some of these 
good practices.  

The OECD Mining Regions and Cities initiative develops recommendations to improve regional development 
outcomes for regions and cities specialised in mining industries. The project has three objectives: 1) Develop a 
global toolbox with recommendations and evidence to benchmark and inform regional development policies in a 
mining context; 2) Produce a series of case studies that deliver place-based recommendations to help regions 
implement better development policies; 3) Develop a global platform for knowledge sharing, advocacy and dialogue 

between public/private sectors and local communities.   

■ About the event 

The meeting in Karratha will focus on sharing lessons and leading practices related to two main pillars: 

I. Diversification and green value chains: The green transition can open up long-lasting 
business opportunities in mining regions.  

II. Liveable and sustainable mining communities: Greater liveability needs to be aligned with 
sustainable use of resources 

■ Location 

Karratha is the largest city in the Pilbara Region of Australia’s north west coast. The region is well known for its 
Aboriginal history dating back between 50,000 to 60,000 years and its spectacular scenery that is thought to be 
around 3.6 billion years old. The Pilbara creates 63,850 jobs and hosts multi-national corporations with a long 
history of exporting iron ore, liquefied natural gas, salt and ammonia products. While this activity is set to continue 
into the future, the region boasts other advantages that present opportunities for economic diversification. Karratha 
is also known for its landscapes and recreational offerings, which include world-class camping, boating, fishing, 
four-wheel driving and unique eco-cultural experiences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact 

Questions? Email us at miningregions@oecd.org   
For more information, visit our website: http://www.oecd.org/regional/  

Join the conversation on Twitter @OECD_local #miningregions 
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■ Tuesday 20 June  

  

12.00-17.00 Registration 

Participants are invited to attend the conference venue, the Red Earth Arts Precinct, to pre-register for the Conference. Upon 
check-in, delegates will receive their passes and all information for the exciting two-day agenda. Pre-registration will be open from 
12:00 to 17:00 in the foyer of the Red Earth Arts Precinct.  

17.00-20.00 Gala Welcome Function 

Participants are invited to join the hosts, partners and colleagues for this key social engagement, the Gala Welcome Function. 
This event promises to be a memorable evening of networking with your fellow delegates at a beautiful location.  

Please note: From 16:30 transport will be provided from the conference venue - the Red Earth Arts Precinct to the event location. 
This is a registration-only event - further details to be provided upon registration.  
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■ Wednesday 21 June  

07.30-08.30  Registration & Welcome Coffee  

08.30-13:15  Opening Sessions and Scene-Setting 

 

DESCRIPTION 

The morning of the first conference day will include: 

 Welcome to Country by traditional Owners/Custodians of the land on which the event 
takes place.  

 Welcoming session with high-level political representation 

 A presentation of the key findings and recommendations from the OECD Mining 
Regions and Cities Case Study of Pilbara, Western Australia 

 Reflection and insights from the OECD’s Mining Regions and Cities initiative on the 
two conference pillars i.e. practices to improve diversification, livability and firm 
participation in an increasingly sustainable conscious value chain.  

12.15-13.15  Lunch 

13.15- 17:30 
 

Pillar I - Diversification and green value chains:  The green transition can 
open up long-lasting business opportunities in mining regions. 

 

DESCRIPTION 

The afternoon of the first day will offer a deep-dive into the following topics of discussion: 

 Skills for the future: new jobs for the green and digital transition in mining 

 Upscaling local business to make the most of the green transition  

 Fostering entrepreneurial culture and creating opportunities outside mining  

 Partnering with Indigenous communities to unlock new business opportunities  

 

17.30  Networking Function 

  All delegates are invited to attend the networking function immediately following the first 
conference day. This evening function will be held at the Red Earth Arts Precinct and will 
showcase the amazing conference venue. Drinks and canapes will be served. Please note, 
this is a ticketed event - further details to be provided upon registration. 
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■ Thursday 22 June  

08.00-08.30  Welcome Coffee  

08:30-17:30  Pillar II: Liveable and sustainable mining communities - Greater liveability 
needs to be aligned with sustainable use of resources 

   Measuring well-being beyond the economic dimension 

 Accelerating the environmental transition in mining regions and mitigating local 
environmental impacts 

 Collaboration with the private sector to improve environmental and social outcomes, 
increasing scale and impact 

 Sustainable housing supply and infrastructure to assure good living conditions 

 Attracting and retaining women and youth and increase their participation in the 
labor force 

17.15-17.30  Closing session and next steps 
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■ Friday 23 June  

 

 

 

8.30- 16.00  Field Trip (optional) 

  On day three of the conference, participants will have the opportunity to attend a site tour 
showcasing all the Pilbara has to offer. Delegates registering for the tour will be provided with 
transport from the conference venue with further details to be provided.  
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