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■ DISCOVER THE VENUE 

SCUOLA GRANDE SAN GIOVANNI EVANGELISTA DI VENEZIA 
 
 

The participants to the upcoming Conference on 
Unleashing the Transformative Power of Culture and 
Creativity for Local Development in Venice this 
December will have the luck and privilege to attend the 
event at the Scuola Grande San Giovanni Evangelista di 
Venezia, one of the many - and most marvelous - scuole 
of Venice.  

Situated on the eponymous campiello, the Scuola is one of the many 
hidden gems one can find in Venice. Coming from the San Polo 
district, the visitor will be greeted by an imposing gate marking the 
entrance to the Scuola. Arriving from the opposite direction, the Santa 

Croce district, the visitor will take a discreet passageway - Venetian 
style - to reach the campiello on which the Scuola stands. Either 
route will end in wonder.   

As its name suggests, the building was the home of the brotherhood of San Giovanni Evangelista. The Scuola was first 

founded in 1261 at the Church of Sant’Aponal, in the district of San Polo, Venice. It moved to the Contrada San Stin in 
1301, where it has remained for 7 centuries. The building of the Scuola is an impressive patchwork of architectural 
styles, with Gothic, Renaissance and Venetian Baroque elements harmoniously blending together. Starting out as a 
small building in the 14th century, it gradually gained grandeur in Venice as the Scuola’s economic and religious 

importance grew. In fact, the leading architects of early Renaissance in Venice - Pietro Lombardo and Mauro Condussi - 
participated in the alterations of the building, including the façade and the monumental staircase to the Chapter House. 

 

The building evolved throughout the centuries, its architecture shifting along with history. 
In 1369, a first extension was added after the acquisition of a precious Reliquary, a 
magnificent piece of Venetian Gothic jewellery containing two fragments of the True 
Cross. This acquisition gave rise to one of the most important cycles of Venetian 
painting: The Miracles of the Cross. Many subsequent extensions will follow this one, 
and the last major architectural alterations were carried out in the first half of the 18th 
century by Giorgio Massari, who raised the ceiling of the Salone San Giovanni - also 
called Chapter Hall - by five meters and created twelve oval windows to give the room 
more light. 

In keeping with its architectural grandeur, the Scuola was decorated 

with paintings by some of the most talented and famous artists in 
Venice and the world, including Vittore Carpaccio, Tintoretto, Pietro 
Longhi, Gentile Bellini and Titian. Although most of the paintings are no 
longer at the Scuola, they are testimony to the status held by its 

inhabitants in Venetian society throughout the ages.  

Today the Scuola is a non-profit association, and the building has been 
used by institutions and private companies to host events, 
conferences, concerts, exhibitions, gala evenings, etc, since the 
1980’s. It also has a museum open to the public.  

In the last 40 years the Salone San Giovanni has received many public 
figures, including President of the Republic Giorgio Napolitano, Kofi 
Annan, Tony Blair, Luca Cordero di Montezemolo, Spike Lee, George 
Clooney, R.E.M., Piero Angela, Carlo Massarini, and many others. 

 

https://www.scuolasangiovanni.it/
http://oe.cd/culture-conference
http://oe.cd/culture-conference
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