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Our Framework: Applying the Notion of 
Teaching Model

 The ontological level:
 Definition of entrepreneurship education

 Educators’ conceptions about teaching / learning, their 
roles and the roles of their students in EE situations

 The operational / didactical level:
 Why (objectives, goals)

 What (contents, theories)

 For whom (targets, audiences)

 How (methods, pedagogies)

 For which results (evaluation)



The Study Design

 Literature Review

 Expert Questionnaire: 35 international experts

 Desk-top research of “training the trainer” 
programmes in the U.S. and in Europe



Three Main Questions

Why? What are the current objectives driving the varying 
entrepreneurship education initiatives in OECD member countries 

What ? What constitutes the contents of entrepreneurship 
courses/programs  in higher education in the OECD countries

How ?  How do educators in HEI approach entrepreneurship in their 
teaching?  More specifically, what are the teaching methods and 
pedagogies employed in higher education in the OECD countries 



Findings: The WHY Dimension

 Economic development and job creation (i.e. Poland, 
Czech Republic, Italy)

 Stimulation of growth-oriented new ventures (U.S.)

 Creating and developing ‘entrepreneurial mindsets’ 
(i.e. Denmark, the UK)



Findings: The WHY Dimension
 « At higher education level, the primary purpose of EE 

should be to develop entrepreneurial capabilities and 
mindsets… EE progammes can have different 
objectives such as a) developing entrepreneurial drive 
among students (raising awareness and motivation); 
b) training students in the skills they need to set up a 
business and manage its growth; c) developing the 
entrepreneurial ability to identify and exploit 
opportunities. Graduates’ start-up is one of a range of 
possible outcomes » European in Higher Education, Especially in non-business 

sectors, European, Commission Report, 2008: 7.



Findings: The WHAT Dimension
 The majority of courses in entrepreneurship are related to 

teaching For entrepreneurship:
 Emphasis on the process of entrepreneurship (i.e. business 

planning; opportunity, discovery, evaluation, exploitaion; 
‘idea creation and opportunity recognition’, ‘opportunity
evaluation’; ‘new venture creation’, etc.)

 Emphasis on functional approaches of entrepreneurship: 
‘entrepreneurial finance’; ‘new venture marketing’; ‘legal
aspects for start-up création’

 Teaching About entrepreneurship courses also remain
popular: ‘The role and importance of entrepreneurship in 
society’; ‘Entrepreneurship – macro-economic and social-
cultural dimensions’



Findings: The WHAT Dimension
 Development of ‘specialised’ or ‘trend’ based entrepreneurship

courses: family business; social entrepreneurship; corporate
entrepreneurship; strategic entrepreneurship; international 
entrepreneurship, entrepreneurship in healthcare, IT, 
biotechnology, engineering, etc. 

 Growth of ‘entrepreneur psychology ‘and ‘entrepreneur 
personality’ courses 

 Few courses address explicitly entrepreneurial behaviour, 
entrepreneurial competencies, entrepreneurial skills (creativity, 
leadership, negotiation, networking, team buiding, team 
working), entrepreneurial thinking, entrepreneurial attitudes 
(achievement orientation, locus of control, initiative taking, self-
confidence, self-efficacy) and key notions such as emotions, 
values or failure



Findings: The HOW Dimension 
 Active pedagogies:

 Student involvement is strongly encouraged: problem-based
situations, team working

 Case study, interactive approach, games and simulations, 
experiential learning, problem based learning, rele play, 
group discussion, team work, student presentation, use of 
art/music/theatre

 Real world outreach approaches:

 Contact with entrepreneurs and practitioners: use of guest
speaker, real business plan competition, work on real 
problems, field research and interviews, roundtable talks, etc.



Findings: The HOW Dimension 
 Traditional pedagogies:

 Didactic approach, lecture, theory-based interventions

 Heavy emphasis on text and theory

 Textbook led teaching

 Technology-based pedagogies:

 Use of internet, shared platforms, video/films

 E-learning, web-based learning, distance learning



Findings: WHO are the Educators ?
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Perspectives for EE in OECD Countries: 
Main Targets

 Develop EE initiatives and design courses for students 
in engineering, biology, social and human sciences, 
arts, etc. 

 Develop extensively ‘Train the Trainer’ programmes 
(Master in Entrepreneurship Education; seminar; 
workshop, etc.)



Perspectives for EE in OECD Countries: 
context-based approaches 

 Entrepreneurship is a context-based phenomenon, EE 
should be contextualised:

 Diversity among countries and people

 Differences in cultures, social systems, economic 
systems, formal and informal institutions

 The profiles and the background of the students and the 
participants are not similar 

 Case studies, pedagogical material must take in 
consideration this diversity



Perspectives for EE in OECD Countries: 
New focus, contents and pedagogies
 Integrate more and more knowledge from 

entrepreneurship research and EE research into 
entrepreneurship courses

 Find a right balance between theory and practice

 Develop ‘soft’ skills courses (entrepreneurial thinking, 
entrepreneurial decision-making, entrepreneurial 
mindset) and modules addressing values, emotions, 
failure, ethical dimension

 Develop more contingency and effectual based 
methodologies 


