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Summary 
 
 The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) held an expert group meeting on 
transport and trade facilitation in the ESCWA region in Beirut, on 7 and 8 December 2009.  
 
 The discussions focused on the following topics: (a) follow-up on the establishment and activation of 
the national committees for transport and trade facilitation in the countries of the ESCWA region by 
analysing the outcome of the questionnaire prepared for that matter; (b) follow-up on the implementation 
of components of the Integrated Transport System in the Arab Mashreq (ITSAM); (c) discussion of the 
draft proposal prepared by ESCWA concerning the formation of a working group on the harmonization of 
institutional frameworks and legislation in the transport sector in the ESCWA region, to be submitted for 
adoption, after introducing amendments thereto, to the Committee on Transport at its eleventh session 
which will be held in Beirut in the first quarter of 2010.  
 
 Participants in the meeting issued a set of recommendations including mainly the adoption of some 
proposals related to the development and activation of the role of national committees for transport and 
trade facilitation, the adoption of the document containing the proposal for the formation of the working 
group on the harmonization of institutional frameworks and legislation in the transport sector in the 
ESCWA region after incorporating the agreed amendments, in addition to other recommendations related 
to achieving the implementation of ITSAM. 
  
 This report, which was adopted at the final session of the meeting, contains those recommendations 
and a brief account of the discussions held by participants. 
 
 

EUNITED NATIONS 
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Introduction 
 
1. The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) organized an expert group 
meeting on transport and trade facilitation in the ESCWA region, which was held at Bristol Hotel in Beirut, 
on 7 and 8 December 2009.  
 
2. Participants discussed the following three main topics: transport and trade facilitation; harmonization 
of institutional frameworks and legislation in the transport sector in the ESCWA region; and the 
implementation of components of the Integrated Transport System in the Arab Mashreq (ITSAM).  
 
3. This report contains the recommendations made by participants and outlines the primary topics that 
were subject to discussions in respect of each agenda item.  
 

I.  RECOMMENDATIONS  
 

A.  TRANSPORT AND TRADE FACILITATION IN THE ESCWA REGION 
 
4. Participants called upon member countries: 
 
 (a) To answer the questionnaire on the establishment and activation of national committees for 
transport and trade facilitation in the ESCWA region and submit it to ESCWA no later than 20 December 
2009 in order to include its outcome in the follow-up report which will be presented to the Committee on 
Transport at its eleventh session;  
 
 (b) To take the necessary measures for the implementation of the requirements of transport and trade 
facilitation, answer the yearly questionnaire prepared for that matter and submit it to ESCWA no later than 
30 October of each year, and submit periodic reports on the main achievements recorded by those 
committees and the challenges they face;  
 
 (c) To use, as a guidance, the Manual for the establishment of national committees for transport and 
trade facilitation in the ESCWA region prepared by ESCWA in  2003, and benefit from the technical support 
provided by ESCWA for the establishment of those committees;  
 
 (d) To expedite the activation of the committees already established by adopting respective 
implementation action plans, and benefit from the technical support provided by ESCWA in the preparation 
of action plans and activation of the committees.  
 
5. Participants called upon ESCWA: 
 
 (a) To continue the monitoring of the work of national committees through the questionnaire 
prepared for that matter by analysing its outcome and outlining good experiences and lessons learned, and 
maintain the provision of technical support to member countries with respect to the establishment and 
activation of national committees, with a view to facilitating transport and trade according to available 
resources and upon the request of member countries;  
 
 (b) To coordinate between member countries in the area of transport and trade facilitation, including 
by encouraging member countries to organize meetings for the countries of the region, in particular 
neighbouring countries, and sharing information in order to reach common decisions and follow up their 
implementation;  
 
 (c) To enhance existing coordination between ESCWA and the League of Arab States for the 
establishment of a committee on transport and trade facilitation in the Arab region and follow up its work;  
 



 4

 (d) To provide member countries with technical support for finding the necessary financing from 
financing parties in order to implement the measures required for facilitating transport and trade and 
activating the work of national committees in that field.  

 
B.  HARMONIZATION OF INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORKS AND LEGISLATION  

IN THE TRANSPORT SECTOR IN THE ESCWA REGION 
 
6. Participants adopted the document relating to the formation of a working group on the harmonization 
of institutional frameworks and legislation in the transport sector in the ESCWA region after incorporating 
amendments thereto and decided to submit it to ESCWA no later than 30 December 2009 with a view to 
presenting it to the Committee on transport at its eleventh session for adoption.  

 
C.  IMPLEMENTATION OF ITSAM COMPONENTS 

 
7. Participants stressed the importance of the transport sector as an industry that contributes to increasing 
the national product, and the need to examine ways of providing facilitating means necessary for this sector 
which is vital to the industrial, agricultural and trade sectors and a major agent of economic and social 
development.  
 
8. Participants invited member countries to present follow-up reports in the form of visual presentations 
comprising illustrative maps and quantitative follow-up criteria.  
 
9. Participants endorsed the ESCWA programme of work, in particular holding an expert group meeting 
on financing transport infrastructure with the participation of financing parties.  
 
10. Participants called for enhancing the existing coordination between ESCWA and the League of Arab 
States and developing it into a mechanism that covers all areas of cooperation in the field of transport in the 
Arab region, taking into consideration efforts and studies undertaken by Arab unions, institutions and 
organizations in that field. 
 

1.  Agreement on International Roads in the Arab Mashreq 
 

11. Participants called upon member countries: 
 
 (a) To speed up their accession to the Agreement (Oman); 
 
 (b) To speed up their ratification of the Agreement and start implementing the adopted Plan of Action 
(Iraq and the United Arab Emirates). 
 
12. Participants called upon States parties to the Agreement: 
 
 (a) To continue the implementation of the Agreement according to the adopted Plan of Action; 
 (b) To implement the recommendation relating to informative signs on international roads. 
 

2.  Agreement on International Railways in the Arab Mashreq 
 

13. Participants called upon member countries to speed up their accession to the Agreement (Oman and 
Qatar). 
 
14. Participants called upon member countries to speed up their ratification of the Agreement and start the 
implementation of the adopted Plan of Action (Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates). 
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15. Participants called upon States parties to the Agreement to start the implementation of the adopted 
Plan of Action. 

 
3.  Memorandum of Understanding on Maritime Transport Cooperation in the Arab Mashreq 

 
16. Participants called upon member countries to speed up their accession to the Memorandum (Bahrain 
and Kuwait). 
 
17. Participants called upon member countries to speed up their ratification of the Memorandum (Egypt 
and Qatar). 
 

4.  Road safety 
 

18. Participants called upon member countries to work towards achieving the road safety goals agreed 
upon, in particular those relating to the establishment of national councils or committees engaged in ensuring 
effective road safety. 
 
19. Participants called upon member countries to formulate a national strategy as of 2009 with a view to 
reducing traffic casualties by 30 per cent by 2015, as agreed in the workshop for setting regional and national 
road traffic casualty reduction targets in the ESCWA region (Abu Dhabi, 16-17 June 2009). 
 

II.  TOPICS OF DISCUSSION 
 

20. Participants discussed the progress achieved in the establishment of national committees for transport 
and trade facilitation in the countries of the ESCWA region. 
 
21. They were presented with the draft document for the formation of a working group on the 
harmonization of institutional frameworks and legislation in the transport sector in the ESCWA region. 
 
22. Participants reviewed the progress achieved in the implementation of the following ITSAM 
components: (a) the Agreement on International Roads in the Arab Mashreq; (b) the Agreement on 
International Railways in the Arab Mashreq; (c) the Memorandum of Understanding on Maritime Transport 
Cooperation in the Arab Mashreq; and (d) Road safety. 
 

A.  TRANSPORT AND TRADE FACILITATION  
 
23. Mr. Nabil Safwat, Director of the Economic Development and Globalization Division (EDGD) at 
ESCWA, gave a presentation on the experience of ESCWA in the areas of transport and trade facilitation and 
the establishment of national committees for transport and trade facilitation in member countries of the 
ESCWA region. He outlined the basic goals of transport and trade facilitation in the Arab region and the 
efforts exerted by ESCWA since 1984 in that area, including in particular the expert group meeting on the 
coordination of transport policies (17-19 November 1998) and ITSAM (1999). He pointed to the main issues 
and policies addressed by ITSAM and the major problems faced in implementing the measures aimed at 
facilitating transport and trade in the Arab region and their main causes. He also presented the study entitled 
“Facilitation of International Freight Transport in the ESCWA Region” (2001) and the recommendations 
contained therein which were adopted by the Committee on Transport at its third session (Beirut, 5-7 March 
2002) and by ESCWA at its twenty-first session (Beirut, 10-11 May 2001).  Mr. Safwat referred also to the 
sessions of the Committee on Transport in which the Committee made relevant recommendations: (a) the 
second session (Beirut, 6-7 February 2001) in which the Committee recommended to start the establishment 
of national committees for transport and trade facilitation in the countries of the Arab Mashreq; (b) the fourth 
session (Beirut, 14-16 January 2003) in which the Committee adopted the final version of the “Manual for 
the establishment of national committees for transport and trade facilitation in the ESCWA region”. He also 
outlined the recommendations made by the Regional Seminar on Trade and Transport Facilitation in 
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ESCWA East Mediterranean countries (Cairo, 15-17 November 2005).  He recalled the national workshops 
on transport and trade facilitation and the study prepared by ESCWA on the “Status of the transport system 
in the Arab region, how to improve it and strategies for developing an integrated multimodal transport 
system”. He also reviewed the proposed actions in the strategy for the establishment and activation of the 
national committees for transport and trade facilitation in the ESCWA region. He commended the 
coordination between ESCWA and the League of Arab States for a unified text of the Convention on 
Multimodal Transport of Goods in the Arab States (2008) and proposed future action to activate transport 
and trade facilitation in the region. 
 
24. Ms. Naela Haddad, First Economic Officer at the Transport and Trade Section of the EDGD at 
ESCWA, gave a visual presentation on the outcome of the questionnaire concerning the establishment and 
activation of national committees for transport and trade facilitation in the ESCWA region, which was 
circulated by the secretariat to member countries at the conclusion of the tenth session of the Committee on 
Transport (Beirut, 31 March-2 April 2009). She reviewed the targets of establishing such national 
committees and summarized the status of those committees in Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, 
Oman, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, the Sudan, the Syrian Arab Republic, the United Arab Emirates and Yemen. 
She gave an overview of responses to the questionnaire by country and main sections of the questionnaire, 
and the recommendations relating to the role of ESCWA in supporting the establishment and activation of 
those committees. 
 
25. The status of the national committees for transport and trade facilitation in the ESCWA region was 
discussed and member country representatives presented the status of those committees in their respective 
countries with proposals aimed at activating them. 
 
26. The delegation of Saudi Arabia presented the status of its national committee for transport and trade 
facilitation, the functions of which are carried out by the General Association for Investments. The 
delegation addressed the procedure of establishing such committee, its organizational structure and rules of 
procedure, which are based on the recommendations made by ESCWA and the “Manual for the 
establishment of national committees for transport and trade facilitation in the ESCWA region”. The 
delegation also tackled the problems encountered in the transport and trade sectors, in particular those related 
to working procedures in the organizational structure, and other challenges facing the establishment of the 
national committee, such as sources of support and financing. The delegation presented a proposal for the 
committee’s organizational structure and an overview of the studies prepared in that regard, in particular 
those related to major performance indicators that can be used to monitor progress in transport and trade 
facilitation initiatives. 
 
27. The representative of Iraq presented the structure and membership of the national committee for 
transport and trade facilitation in Iraq and the plans to be presented by the Ministry of Transport to activate 
the work of the committee. 
 
28. Participants discussed the issues of establishing, activating and financing national committees for 
transport and trade facilitation in the ESCWA region. 
 

B.  HARMONIZATION OF INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORKS AND LEGISLATION  
 
29. Ms. Mona Fattah, Associate Economic Affairs Officer of EDGD at ESCWA, gave a visual 
presentation on the draft proposal for the formation of a working group on the harmonization of institutional 
frameworks and legislation in the transport sector in the ESCWA region. She highlighted the nature of the 
group, its functions, framework and goals which include raising awareness of the concept of harmonization, 
and examining the current status of the institutional structures and legislation in the transport sector in the 
region. She also reviewed the membership, formation, convening and chairmanship of the working group, as 
well as the article related to its budget, which is proposed to be provided by financial contributions from 
member countries and contributions in kind by ESCWA secretariat. She stressed the importance of 
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discussing that proposal and forwarding it to the Committee on Transport at its eleventh session after 
incorporating the agreed amendments. 
 
30. Mr. Woolf Schwippert, ESCWA consultant, gave a visual presentation on a proposed plan of action 
for the working group. He addressed the issue of defining the harmonization frameworks and their 
objectives, and the transport sector areas that mostly need them, and outlined a proposed agenda for the 
working group. He focused on road transport between countries of the region, as being the sector that mostly 
needs harmonization of its legislation and institutional frameworks, in particular with regard to licensing 
drivers, technical specifications and United Nations conventions. He addressed the issue of commercial 
vehicles and stressed the importance of standardizing the specifications of licensed cars with regard to safety, 
environment, drivers and customs clearance. He also covered other aspects related to roads, railways and air 
and maritime transport. He finally proposed a schedule for the working group. 
 
31. Member country representatives gave their initial comments on the first draft proposal for the 
formation of the working group. They agreed to send written comments to ESCWA by no later than 30 
December 2009 in order to incorporate the amendments in the draft and present the amended version to the 
Committee on Transport at its eleventh session for adoption. 

 
C.  IMPLEMENTATION OF ITSAM COMPONENTS 

 
32. Participants reviewed the progress achieved in implementing some ITSAM components, namely the 
Agreement on International Roads in the Arab Mashreq, the Agreement on International Railways in the 
Arab Mashreq, the Memorandum of Understanding on Maritime Transport Cooperation in the Arab 
Mashreq, and road safety. Representatives of Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait, the Syrian Arab Republic and 
Yemen gave summaries on projects that have been implemented and those that will be implemented in their 
respective countries in the near future. 
 
33. The secretariat noted to member country representatives the need to provide ESCWA with the 
required reports on implementing the recommendations made by the Committee on Transport at its tenth 
session and the major developments recorded in that regard in 2009, in preparation for the eleventh session 
of the Committee on Transport to be held in the first quarter of 2010.  
 

III.  ADOPTION OF THE REPORT 
 

34. Participants in the Expert Group Meeting on Transport and Trade Facilitation in the ESCWA Region 
adopted this report at their final meeting, held on 8 December 2009.  
 

IV.  ORGANIZATION OF WORK 
 

A.  VENUE AND DATE OF THE MEETING 
 
35. The Expert Group Meeting on Transport and Trade Facilitation in the ESCWA Region was held at the 
Bristol hotel in Beirut, on 7 and 8 December 2009. 
 

B.  OPENING OF THE MEETING 
 
36. At the opening of the meeting, Mr. Nabil Safwat, Chief of EDGD at ESCWA, made a statement in 
which he welcomed the participants and highlighted the goals of the meeting. He summarized the goals 
achieved by ESCWA in the development and implementation of ITSAM components, including the 
Agreements on International Roads and on International Railways in the Arab Mashreq, the Memorandum of 
Understanding on Maritime Transport Cooperation in the Arab Mashreq, the national committees for 
transport and trade facilitation, and road safety. He stressed the importance of facilitating the movement of 
individuals and goods, and the harmonization of institutional frameworks and legislation among countries of 
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the region, given the importance of regional integration and cooperation in the field of transport. He 
reviewed the efforts exerted by ESCWA since 2003 in the field of transport and trade facilitation. He noted 
the need to discuss the draft proposal for the formation of a working group on harmonizing institutional 
frameworks and legislation in the transport sector in the ESCWA region.  
 

C.  PARTICIPANTS 
 

37. Invitations were sent to parties concerned with the transport sector in general, and transport and trade 
facilitation and the harmonization of institutional frameworks and legislation in that sector in particular, 
namely officials, professionals, legal consultants and experts in roads, railways, maritime and multimodal 
transport, road safety and transport and trade facilitation in the countries of the ESCWA region, as well as 
Arab organizations and unions concerned with that sector. The list of participants is provided in the annex to 
this report. 
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Annex 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

A.  ESCWA MEMBER COUNTRIES 
 

Bahrain 
 
Mr. Rasheed Jasem Ashoor 
Deputy Assistant for Communications and Land 

Transport 
Ministry of Communications 
P.O. Box 11170 Manama 
Tel.: 973-17523441-17534455 
Fax: 973-17533544 
E-mail: ashoorr@mot.gov.bh  
 
Mr. Mousa Issam Al-Dosari 
Director of Cultural Traffic Directorate 
General Directorate of Roads 
Ministry of External Affairs 
P.O. Box 33188 
Tel.: 973-17683803 
Fax: 973-17680132 
E-mail: moosaaldoseri@hotmail.com  
 
Egypt 
 
Mr. Hassan Ahmad Selim 
Vice Chairman 
Transport Planning Authority 
Member of the National Committee for 
   Transport and Trade Facilitation in Egypt 
Cairo 
Cairo, 105 Kasr Al-Einy St. 
Tel.: 202-27921592 
Mobile: 010-3932728 
E-mail: tpa_egypt@msn.com  
 
Mr. Tarek El-Attar 
Chairman of General Authority for Roads 
Bridges and Land Transport 
Nasr Road, Nasr City 
Cairo 
Tel.: 202-24044556 
Mobile: 202-12-1993633 
Fax: 202-22618322  
E-mail: garb@idsc.gov.eg  
 
 
 
____________________ 
 * Issued as submitted. 

Iraq 
 
Ms. Ilham Ali Ahmad Al-Ghorari 
Executive Director 
Ministry of Transport 
Al-Diwan, Technical Division 
Bagdad 
Mobile: 790-1608604 
E-mail: elhtran2009@yahoo.com  
 
Mr. Lafta Abbass Roomi 
General Director, Head of Engineers 
Ministry of Transport 
Baghdad 
Mobile: 790-1944414 
 
Jordan 
 
Mr. Abdalla Al-Shawawreh 
Director of Goods on Road Transport  
Ministry of Transport 
P.O. Box 35214 Amman, 11180 Jordan 
Amman 
Tel.: 962-6-5518111 
Mobile: 962-97-5941132 
Fax: 962-6-5527233 
E-mail: ashawawreh@mot.gov.jo 
 
Kuwait 
 
Mr. Abdallah Saleh Al-Ouasy 
General Director 
Gulf and Arab Region Affairs 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
P.O. Box 2944 Al-Safat, 13030 Kuwait 
Tel.: 965-22411067-22483711 
Fax: 965-22469138-22400532 
E-mail: dr_alowaisi@hotmail.com  
 
Mr. Fouad Ibrahim Al-Turkit 
Observer, Transport Projects 
Ministry of Communications 
Tel.: 965-66533656 
Fax: 965-24815193 
E-mail: fouadte@msn.com  
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Kuwait (continued) 
 
Mr. Faleh Jaber Saleh Al-Khalidi 
Chief, Road Monitoring Department 
Ministry of Communications 
Tel.: 965-66393482 
Mobile: 965-99745707 
Fax: 965-24835908 
 
Mr. Sulieman Muhna Al-Ghurba 
Chief Section 
Ships’ Registration 
Ministry of Communications 
Tel.: 965-7216511 
E-mail: sol_1963@yahoo.com  
 
Ms. Faten Saad 
First Administrative Coordinator 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
Kuwait, Complex of the Ministries 
Mobile: 965-99810234 
E-mail: q8-7771@hotmail.com  
 
Lebanon 
 
Mr. Ali Add Al-Masri 
Chief Section, Commerce Affairs 
General Directorate, Land and Marine Transport 
Ministry of Public Works and Transport 
STARCO Building, 3rd floor, George Biko St.  
Tel.: 961-1-372792 
Mobile: 961-3-045234 
Fax: 961-1-371647 
E-mail: ministry@transport.gov.lb  
     masri117@hotmail.com  
 
Ms. Hala Shams 
Chief, Transport Department 
Planning and Programming Division 
Talet Al-Saraya, Down Town 
Tel.: 961-1-980096 ext.: 360 
Mobile: 961-3-879119 
Fax: 961-1-981253-981252 
E-mail: halac@cdr.gov.lb  
 
Mr. Fawaz Adib Mourtada 
Director of Air Transport Studies 
Beirut International Airport 
Mobile: 961-70-650882 
E-mail: fawazmortda@hotmail.com 
 
 
 

Oman 
 
Mr. Hamed Saoud Matar Al-Ramadani 
Technical Expert 
Office of the Deputy for Transport 
Ministry of Transport and Communications 
P.O. Box 100, Sultanate of Oman 6840 
Tel.: 968-24685125 
Mobile: 968-99376880 
Fax: 968-24685114 
E-mail: hamed20200@hotmail.com   
 
Mr. Mushtaq Bin Moussa AlLawati 
Coordinator, Council of Economic Coordination  
Ministry of Transport and Communications 
P.O. Box 112, 338 Roua’ 
Tel.: 968-95312387 
E-mail: almushtaq7@hotmail.com  
 
Mr. Muhammad Bin Aref Abu-Zaki 
Expert Road Design 
Accredited Arbitrator (GCC) 
Member of Centre for International Arbitrators 
Directorate general of Roads and land Transport 
Ministry of Transport and Communications 
P.O. Box 684 Muscat, 113 Oman 
Tel.: 968-24701856 
Mobile: 968-99448820 
Fax: 968-24781800 
E-mail: mabuzaki@hotmail.com 
 
Palestine 
 
Mr. Farouk Abdel Rahim Gebreen 
General Director for Licenses 
Executive Director 
The Higher Council for Road Traffic  
Ramallah 
Tel.: 970-02-2951312 
Mobile: 970-599-989902527 
Fax: 970-02-2951316 
E-mail: f.alfarouq@gmail.com   
Website: www.mot.gov.ps 
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Syrian Arab Republic 
 
Mr. Rajeh Sarea 
Deputy Minister for Land Transport 
Ministry of transport  
Damascus 
Tel.: +963 11 3330485 
Mobile: +963 944 037268 
Fax: +963 11 3335557 
E-mail: rajah@mot.gov.sy   
 
Mr. Mohamad Saleh Kaichour 
General Director, Kaichour for International 

Transport and Trade Company 
Member of International Chamber of Commerce 
Secretary General for International Transporters 
Consultant to the Chambers of Commerce and 

Chamber of Industry in Aleppo 
Damascus, Tower of Damascus,  
Al-Bahsa, 12th Floor 
Aleppo, Al-Sirian, in front the Customs, Kaichour 

Building 
P.O. Box 6565 Aleppo 
Tel.: 21-5084 Aleppo 
Fax: 21-2245297 
Tel.: 963-21-2255700 
Mobile: 963-944-255700 
Fax: 963-11-2320162 
E-mail: m.saleh@keichour.com 
Website: www.keichour.com  
 
The Sudan  
 
Mr. Mohamad Al-Gaily Ibrahim Al-Mahi 
Division of Exterior Affairs 
Ministry of Transport, Roads and Bridges 
Khartoum, Al-Tabiah 
P.O. Box 120 
Tel.: 249-83772200 
Mobile: 249-91-4297970 
Fax: 249-83-775290 
E-mail: mohemmedelgily@hotmail.com  
 
Mr. Abdulaziz Mohamad Mabrouk 
General Director 
Planning and Information Directorate 
Ministry of External Commerce 
Khartoum 
Mobile: 249-918-88763 
Fax: 249-778913 
E-mail: malik15671@yahoo.com    
 
 

Mr. AbdulHafez Mohamad Othman 
Planning Division 
National Authority for Roads and Bridges 
Tel.: 294-83232752 
Mobile: 249-91-2931349 
Fax: 294-83235594 
E-mail: nha_unit@yahoo.com   
 
Saudi Arabia 
 
Mr. Yousef Ben Ismail Jado 
Director General 
Studies Department, Ministry of Transport 
P.O. Box 87403 Riyadh, 11642 and 11641 
Tel.: +966 1 405 5988 
Mobile: +966 50 348 4202 
Fax: +966 1 405 5988  
E-mail: yousef.jado@mot.gov.sa 
 
Mr. Osama Ibrahim Abdo 
Chief, Transport and the Logistics Department 
General Association for Investments 
P.O. Box 5927, Riyadh 11432 
Tel.: 966-2035475 
Mobile: 966-50-4449023 
Fax: 966-1-2634769 
E-mail: oabdouh@sagia.gov.sa 
     oabdouh@hotmail.com  
Website: www.investinsaudi.com  
 
United Arab Emirates 
 
Mr. Abdallah Salem Al-Kathiri 
Executive Director of Land Transport Affairs 
Road Transport Department 
National Transport Authority 
Abu Dhabi 
P.O. Box 900 Abu Dhabi 
Tel.: 971-2-4182125 Abu Dhabi 
Tel.: 971-4-2953330 Dubai 
Mobile: 971-50-6412225 
Fax: 971-2-4492844 
E-mail: alkatheeri.a@nta.gov.ae 
 
Mr. Ghaith Hassan Al-Zouabi 
General Director  
General Directorate for Traffic Cooperation 
Ministry of Interior 
P.O. Box 389 Abu Dhabi 
Tel.: 91-2-446044 
Mobile: 971-50-6418612 
Fax: 971-2-4021663 
E-mail: oabukhaled200137@adpolice.gov.ae  
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United Arab Emirates (continued) 
 
Mr. Hussein Ahmad Al-Harithi, Director 
Road and Traffic Engineering Department 
Ministry of Interior 
P.O. Box 51100 Abu Dhabi 
Tel.: 971-2-4196666 
Fax: 971-2-4488115 
E-mail:  alharthei@adpolice.gov.ae  
 
Mr. Khamis Mohammad Al-Qa’abi 
Legal Consultant 
Department of Nationality and Residence 
Abu-Dhabi, Ministry of Interior 
P.O. Box Abu Dhabi 29444 
Tel.: 971-2-4024541 
Mobile: 971-50-6999942- 6414118 
Fax: 971-2-4024560 
E-mail:  kssk100@hotmail.com  
 
Mr. Rashed Mohamad Al-Habsi, Director  
Raa’s Al-Khaimah Office 
Ministry of Economics  
P.O. Box 805 Raa’s Al-Khaimah  
Tel.: 971-7-2278000 
Mobile: 971-50-6470226 
Fax: 971-7-2284757 
E-mail: alhabsi@economy.ae  
 

Yemen 
 
Mr. Ali Muhammad Mutaafi 
Head of Delegation 
Deputy of Ministry of Transport and Sea and Air 

Transport Affairs 
Ministry of Transport 
Tel.: 967-1-507628 
Fax: 967-1-260902 
Mobile: 967-711011115 
E-mail: mutaafi_a@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Abdulkarim Muhammad Salih 
General Director of Land and Sea Transport 

Policies 
Ministry of Transport 
Tel.: 967-1-260900 
Mobile: 967-73-3849931 
Fax: 967-1-247277 
 
Mr. Hussain Muhammad Hadir 
General Director of Studies and Designs 
Ministry of Public Works and Roads 
Tel.: 976-1-545163 
Mobile: 967-711101871 
Fax: 967-1-545384 
E-mail: eng_haider7@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Ali Abdullah Al-Khlani  
General Director  
Customs of Port Mukhaa  
Sana’a 
Tel.: 967-777771026 
Fax: 967-1-4362128 
 

B.  ARAB REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 
League of Arab States 
 
Ms. Mawaheb Khalaf 
Minister level 
Director Transport and Tourism 
Al-Tahrir Square, League of Arab States Building 
Egypt, Cairo 
Tel.: 202-5745503-5750511 
Fax: 202-5740331 
E-mail: tratou.dept@las.int  
Website: www.arableagueonline  
 

Arab Union of Land Transport 
 
Mr. Mahmoud H. Abdallatt 
Secretary General of the Arab Union of Land 

Transport 
P.O. Box 926324 Amman, 11190 Jordan 
Amman, Jordan 
Tel.: 962-6-5663153 
Fax: 962-6-5664232 
E-mail: abdallatone@yahoo.com 
     ault@go.com.jo      
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Arab Union for Railways 
 
Mr. Murhaf Al-Sabooni 
Secretary-General 
Arab Union for Railways 
P.O. Box 6599 Aleppo 
Aleppo, Al-Sabeel, Al-Zamkharji Str. 
Tel.: 2667270- 2665611 
Mobile: 963-944-290292 
Fax: 963-21-2686000 
E-mail: uacf@scs-net.org  
 
Mr. Mohamad Zafer Al-Attar 
Director Technical Affairs 
P.O. Box 6599 Aleppo 
Aleppo, Al-Sabeel, Al-Zamkharji Str. 
Syrian Arab Republic 
Tel.: 2667270-2665611 
Mobile: 963-988-178905 
Fax: 963-21-2686000 
E-mail: uacf@scs-net.org  
 
Arab Sea Ports Federation 
 
Mr. Isam Aldin Badawi 
Secretary General of the Arab Sea Ports 

Federation  
Maritime Transport Sector 
Alexandria, Egypt 
Tel.: 203-4839222 
Mobile: 20-21-2170487 
Telefax: 203-4818971 
 
Mr. Mostapha Ghazi Al-Meer 
Tripoli, Abu Samra 
Al-Meer Building 
Mobile: 961-3-178871 
 
Mr. Mahmud Salhab 
Board Member of Tripoli Port Authority 
Consultancy Section of Tripoli Port Authority 
Tripoli, Lebanon 
Tel.: 961-06-220176 
Mobile: 961-3-707107 
     961-70-982194 
 
Kuwait Sea Ports Institution 
 
Mr. Atef Hamad Al-Shati 
Director 
Coordination and Follow-up Directorate 
Kuwaiti Sea Ports Institution 
Kuwait, Qartaba, Area 1, St. 6m 21 
Tel.: 965-24819714 
Mobile: 965-99625057 
E-mail: s_malallah@yahoo.com  

Mr. Hisham Mohamad Al-Mutiri 
Director 
General Director Office 
Kuwaiti Sea Ports Institution 
P.O. Box 3874 Al-Safat, 13039 Kuwait 
Tel.: 965-24848483 
Mobile: 965- 66437771 
 
Mr. Adel Moubarak 
Deputy Director 
Directorate of Coordination 
Kuwaiti Sea Ports Institution 
P.O. Box 3874 Al-Safat, 13039 Kuwait 
Tel.: 965-24848483 
Mobile: 965-9431196 
Fax: 956-4819714 
E-mail: kpa777-6147@hotmail.com  
 
Mr. Salah Abdul Rida Malallah 
Director Assistant 
Information Design 
P.O. Box 66202 Kuwait 
Mobile: 965-9869599 
E-mail: s_malallah@yahoo.com  
 
Mr. Bader Daoud Al-Khalidi 
Deputy of Training Director 
Kuwait, Al-Andalusia, Home 28 
Mobile: 965-99675051 
Fax: 965-99675051 
E-mail: baderkpa@hotmail.com  
 
Arab Federation of Shipping 
 
Mr. Anwar Ghazzaoui 
Secretary General of the Arab Federation of 

Shipping 
President of Lebanese Ship owners Association 
P.O. Box 2395-11 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Telefax: 961-1-658986 
Mobile: 961-3-448429 
E-mail: anwarg@terra.net.lb 
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Holding Company for Maritime and Land 
Transport 

 
Captain Mohamad Ibrahim Youssef 
General Director 
Holding Company for Maritime and Land 

Transport  
P.O. Box 3005 
Alexandria, Al-Huriah St. 8 
P.O. Box 21517- S.T 134925 
Tel.: 203-203-4865548-4870401 
Fax: 203-4867111-4872647 
E-mail: hotlding@hcmlt.com  
 
Arab Union for Goods Freight and Logistics 
 
Captain Abdel-Latif Jamil Rajab 
Secretary General 
Arab Union for Goods Freight and Logistics 
11St. Mahmoud Hami Khtab (Ex-Aristo) 
Al-Gabri Building (A), Office 502, Al-Shalalat 
Alexandria, Egypt 
Telefax: 203-4971922 
Mobile: 20-10-2690036 
E-mail: s.general@afffl.org   
     info@afffl.org     
     c.board@afffl.org  
 
Mr. Eyad Al-Najjar 
First Deputy for the Chief 
Arab Union for Goods Freight and Logistics 
Chief, Regional Office in the Syrian Arab 

Republic 
Tel.: 963-11-3313226 
Mobile: 963-932-788808 
Fax: 963-11-33501777 
E-mail: najar-e@scs-net.org 
     afffl@gmail.com  
 
Mr. George Halim Al-Azar 
Sales Manager for Land Transport 
Al-Gezairi for Transport 
Arab Union for Goods Freight and Logistics 
Main Office in Beirut 
P.O. Box 1107 2080 
Tel.: 961-1-580508 
Mobile: 961-70-165545 
Fax: 961-1-581157 
E-mail: george_azar222@hotmail.com   
Website: gezairi@gezairi.com  
 
 
 

Al-Gezairi Transport 
 
Mr. Fouad Al-Bawarshi 
General Director 
Al-Gezairi Transport 
P.O. Box 1402-11, 2080 1107 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel.: 961-1-783783 
Mobile: 961-3-295450 
Fax: 961-1-784784 
E-mail: fbawarshi@gezairi.com   
Website: www.gezairi.com  
 
Al-Iktissad Wa-Ala’mal Group 
 
Mr. Iyad Al-Dirani 
Technical Journalist 
Al-Iktissad Walaamal Group 
P.O. Box 6194-113, Beirut 1103, 21000 Lebanon 
Tel.: 961-1-780200 
Mobile: 961-3-932594 
Fax: 961-791305 
E-mail: iyad.dirany@iktissad.com  
 
International Islamic Institution for Trade 

Financing 
  
Mr. Housam Wafic Saad Eldine 
Director 
League of Arab States Office 
Cooperation and Development Programme in the 

Institution 
P.O. Box 55335 Jeddah, 21534 
Tel.: 966-2- 6467018 
Fax: 966-2-6371064 
E-mail: hsadeddin@isdb.org 
      itfc@isdb.org   
 
Consultant and Experts 
 
Mr. Woolf Schwippert 
Lawyer and Legal Consultants 
P.O. Box 13465 Berlin, Germany 
Tel.: 94-30-40636069 
Mobile: 49-171-1220565 
Fax: 94-30-40636091 
E-mail: info@schwippert.eu  
Website: www.schwippert.eu  
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Consultant and Experts (continued) 
 
Mr. Hamdan Mohmed Khaled 
Financial Consultant 
Bank Manager 
Ras-AlNabaa’, Moukhtar Ghazawi Area 
Mobile: 961-3-626988-227907 
Fax: 961-1-615997 

Mr. Toni Nehme Hashim 
Director for Services Projects 
Mobile: 961-3-199266 
E-mail: hachem_tony21@yahoo.com  
 
 
 
 

C.  ORGANIZERS 
 
Economic and Social Commission for Western 

Asia (ESCWA) 
 
Mr. Nabil Ali Safwat 
Chief, Economic Development and Globalization 

Division (EDGD) 
UN-House, Riad El-Solh Square 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel.: 961-1-978438 
Fax: 961-1-981510 
E-mail: safwatn@un.org 
Website: www.escwa.org.lb  
 
Ms. Naela Haddad 
First Economic Affairs Officer 
Transport and Trade Section 
Economic Development and Globalization 

Division (EDGD) 
UN-House, Riad El-Solh Square 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel.: 961-1-978460 
Fax: 961-1-981510 
E-mail: haddad8@un.org  
 
Ms. Mona Fattah 
Associate Economic Affairs Officer 
Economic Development and Globalization 

Division (EDGD) 
UN-House, Riad El-Solh Square 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel.: 961-1-978437 
Fax: 961-1-981510 
E-mail: fattahm@un.org 
 
Mr. Mahmoud El-Merhi 
Research Assistant 
Transport and Trade Section 
Economic Development and Globalization 

Division (EDGD) 
UN-House, Riad El-Solh Square 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel.: 961-1-978431 
Fax: 961-1-981510 
E-mail: el-merhi@un.org  

Ms. Dina Karanouh 
Research Assistant 
Economic Development and Globalization 

Division (EDGD) 
UN-House, Riad El-Solh Square 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel.: 961-1-978450 
Fax: 961-1-981510 
E-mail: karanouh@un.org  
 
Ms. Maya Dah 
Research Assistant 
Economic Development and Globalization 

Division (EDGD) 
UN-House, Riad El-Solh Square 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel.: 961-1-978449 
Fax: 961-1-981510 
E-mail: dah1@un.org  
 
Ms. Siham El Sabeh 
Staff Assistant 
Transport and Trade Section 
Economic Development and Globalization 

Division (EDGD) 
UN-House, Riad El-Solh Square 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel.: 961-1-978465 
Fax: 961-1-981510 
E-mail: elsabeh@un.org  
 
Ms. Christine Rouhana 
Research Assistant 
Transport and Trade Section 
Economic Development and Globalization 

Division (EDGD) 
UN-House, Riad El-Solh Square 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel.: 961-1-978462 
Fax: 961-1-981510 
E-mail: rouhana@un.org 
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