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Accessibility, quality and relevance of higher education are essential components of an effective higher education system.  Each of these presents particular challenges to small island developing states. This presentation will review these with particular reference to The Bahamas.

It will be shown that in the case of The Bahamas, the applicant pool of successful high school graduates is still relatively small and competing choices may act as further barriers. The need for providing upgrading is required to compensate for high school examination results or institutional barriers which retard the achievements of students.  
Small island developing states, particularly those with dispersed populations, must also cope with the difficulties associated with the delivery of higher education to small numbers of students, and in particular, the maintenance of quality across different modes of delivery.  Further, current funding models may not adequately allow for funding of sciences and technology since these typically have higher costs than programmes in the humanities and social sciences.  Finally, completion rates are heavily associated with full-time status, though for many students full-time studies remain a challenge.
Quality higher education is linked with the resources institutions have to build quality – i.e. the amount of money spent by institutions on each student. It is unlikely that public funding alone can produce a high quality higher education.  Appropriate tuition levels, strong financial aid for students with need and greatly increased participation of the private sector through philanthropy will be required if national higher education institutions are to provide the workforce relevant to national needs.
The case is also made for building an innovation cycle which links higher education, both learning and research, to national development goals for sustainable prosperity.  The link between higher education, innovation and national prosperity is explored. 
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