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Bringing together food systems experts to share insights, data and best practices


  


	
   	
    
   	The Food Chain Analysis Network (FCAN) is an OECD expert group specialised in food systems analysis. OECD member states nominate experts, who then share insights, data, and best practices on topical food systems issues. In this way, the FCAN informs the work of the OECD Secretariat, while also enabling peer learning among OECD member states. In recent years, the FCAN has worked on food waste, competition issues, food insecurity, and encouraging healthier food choices through simplified nutritional food labels.

Measuring and communicating environmental impacts of food products

In 2023-2024, the FCAN is studying initiatives to measure and communicate the environmental impacts of food products. Such initiatives are proliferating rapidly. Some initiatives focus on communicating one aspect (e.g. carbon footprints), while others cover multiple environmental impacts. Some focus on communication to consumers (e.g. through labels), while others focus on transmitting information between supply chain actors. There is also growing interest in farm-level tools to estimate environmental impacts, as well as in life-cycle assessment (LCA) databases for food products. These initiatives all differ from earlier sustainability initiatives in food systems as they focus on quantified environmental impacts, rather than on assessing conformity with requirements around practices. These new initiatives raise important policy questions. For example, could the proliferation of initiatives lead to confusion among consumers, and unnecessary transaction costs and trade frictions? What are the different measurement methodologies used, and how can we assess their reliability? How can food systems stakeholders, consumers, and scientists be involved?

Building on the lessons learned in earlier FCAN work on simplified nutritional food labels, the FCAN is studying these questions in 2023-2024. In June 2023, experts gathered in Paris for a first meeting, which discussed the range of initiatives emerging in OECD countries, and identified key questions around communication, measurement, and governance.




  



                                                                                         








  

  



                                                                                         
  



  


 



Latest update


  


	 [image: Developing food labels for improved health outcomes]

   	
    
   	Developing food labels for improved health outcomes

Simplified nutrition labelling policies provide supplementary nutritional information in an easy-to-understand label displayed on food products at the front-of-pack. Forty-four countries have introduced these types of labelling schemes with a view to promoting positive public health outcomes.

Read more...
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   	Meetings

All documents, agendas and presentations from the meetings of the Food Chain Analysis Network are available for download below.

	1st Meeting - Inaugural network meeting, December 2010
	2nd Meeting - Building a sustainable food chain, September 2011
	3rd Meeting - Mobilising the food chain for health, October 2012
	4th Meeting - Food waste along the supply chain, June 2013
	5th Meeting - Competition along the food chain, October 2013
	6th Meeting - Public-private partnerships for agricultural innovation, October 2014
	7th Meeting - The food chain and consumers, October 2015
	8th Meeting - Reducing food loss and waste in the retail and processing sectors, June 2016
	9th Meeting - Information needs for policies to encourage healthier food choices, May 2017
	10th Meeting - Improving the Food Information Base to Analyse Health-Related Food Policies, October 2018
	11th Meeting - Policy options for the food system
	12th Meeting - New policy approaches for food insecure households, September 2020
	13th Meeting - “How-to” of simplified food labelling policy making, June 2021
	14th Meeting - Making simplified nutritional food labelling policies: Lessons from national experiences, January 2022
	15th Meeting - Measuring and communicating environmental impacts of food products: Preliminary insights from national experiences, June 2023 





  



                                                                                         








  


    
    
    Questionnaires

	Country responses to the 2018 food data systems questionnaire
	Country responses to the 2014 food price formation questionnaire





  



                                                                                         
  



    

  



  


 



  


	
   	
    
   	Food-chain analysis publications

Access all OECD publications on food-chain analysis on the OECD iLibrary. 

» Access publications




  



                                                                                         








  

  



                                                                                         
  



  


 



  


	
   	
    
   	Agriculture and fisheries publications

All of our food, agriculture and fisheries research and analysis is available to read online for free on the OECD iLibrary.

» Access publications




  



                                                                                         








  

  



                                                                                         
  



  


 



  


	
   	
    
   	Sign up for our newsletter

Sign-up to our agriculture newsletter to receive periodic e-mail updates on new publications, videos and analysis.

» Sign up




  



                                                                                         








  

  



                                                                                         
  



  


 



  


	
   	
    
   	Contact us with your questions

If you have questions about OECD research and analysis on agriculture, please feel free to contact us directly.

» Contact us
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