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The future will continue to surprise us
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New sources of growth

Growth



Figure 1.4

The rise of Big Tech
Annual revenue of top four companies from the Fortune 500 in 1960 vs “Big Four” tech companies, 2005-2020 

Source: OECD(2019), An Introduction to Online Platforms and Their Role in the Digital Transformation, 
https://doi.org/10.1787/53e5f593-en; companies’ annual reports; and https://macrotrends.net
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Source:  WIPO (2020), World Intellectual Property Indicators 2020, https://www.wipo.int/ 
Figure 1.3

Intangible innovation
Trademark applications for the top five offices, 1940-2019 
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Work to live or live to work?

Working and living



Labour markets undergoing rapid, fundamental change
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Figure 2.1

In pursuit of a work-life balance
Average annual hours actually worked per worker, 1971-2019 

Source: OECD (2021), OECD Labour Force Statistics (database), https://stats.oecd.org/ 



New employment for a new age?

Working and living



11

Digitalisation

Democratizing

Concentrating

Particularizing

Homogenizing

Empowering

Disempowering

The new nature of the firm
• Digital “platform” technology drives the (re)organisation of firms

• Small units of employment with global reach require re-think of 
what “small” means (employment or revenue to market share)

• Peer-to-peer markets are blurring the distinction between a 
consumer and a business

• Governments work with platforms to implement policies



Skills and the risk auf automation
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The image part with relationship ID rId17 was not found in the file.
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The image part with relationship ID rId17 was not found in the file.
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Many teenagers aspire to jobs that are at high risk of automation (PISA)
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Digital Taylorism
Online Labour Index (OLI), May 2016-May 2021

Source: Kässi, O., C. Hadley and V. Lehdonvirta (2019), Online Labour Index: Measuring the Online Gig Economy for Policy 
and Research, figshare Dataset. https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.3761562.v1842. Figure 2.4



Knowledge societies

Knowledge and power



The wisdom of crowds
Number of pages in all wikis, 2001-2021 

Figure 3.2
Source: Wikimedia (2021), Pages to Date, All Wikis, https://stats.wikimedia.org/
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The digital world has become the real world

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

D
en

m
ar

k
Sw

ed
en

C
hi

le
N

ew
 Z

ea
la

nd
U

ru
gu

ay
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

C
os

ta
 R

ic
a

Bu
lg

ar
ia

Au
st

ra
lia

Se
rb

ia
La

tv
ia

Th
ai

la
nd

Ic
el

an
d

Lu
xe

m
bo

ur
g

Es
to

ni
a

U
ni

te
d 

Ki
ng

do
m

H
un

ga
ry

Po
la

nd
Li

th
ua

ni
a

Br
az

il
Fi

nl
an

d
C

ro
at

ia
R

us
si

a
Be

lg
iu

m
Si

ng
ap

or
e

Ita
ly

Sl
ov

ak
 R

ep
ub

lic
O

EC
D

 a
ve

ra
ge

Sp
ai

n
Au

st
ria

M
al

ta
Fr

an
ce

Is
ra

el
Ire

la
nd

G
re

ec
e

ne
i D

ar
us

sa
la

m
C

ze
ch

 R
ep

ub
lic

Sw
itz

er
la

nd
M

ac
ao

 (C
hi

na
)

C
hi

ne
se

 T
ai

pe
i

Sl
ov

en
ia

ng
 K

on
g 

(C
hi

na
)

G
eo

rg
ia

in
ic

an
 R

ep
ub

lic
M

ex
ic

o
Tu

rk
ey

Ka
za

kh
st

an
Pa

na
m

a
Al

ba
ni

a
Ja

pa
n

Ko
re

a
M

or
oc

co

Hours
Number of hours per week 15-year-olds spent using the Internet (PISA 2018)

Outside of school

At school



Digital navigation skills (PISA)
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Speak your mind

Identity and belonging
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Get up, stand up
Engagement in political and non-political independent associations, OECD countries, 1950-2020 

Source: Coppedge et al. (2021), “V-Dem Dataset v11.1”, Varieties of Democracy Project, https://doi.org/10.23696/vdemds21.



16

18

20

22

24

26

28

1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020

Mi
ni

m
um

 vo
tin

g 
ag

e

Figure 4.6

From the schoolyard to the ballot box
Average minimum voting age across OECD countries, 1900-2020 

Source: Coppedge et al. (2021), “V-Dem Dataset v11.1”, Varieties of Democracy Project, https://doi.org/10.23696/vdemds21.



There is no Planet B

Our changing nature
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Percentage of students who agreed or strongly agreed with the following statements:

Students’ agency regarding global issues (PISA, OECD average)

Fig VI.5.1a
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15-year-olds report lower creativity than 10-year-olds
Age gaps in creativity
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Trends Shaping Education 2020

Assessing risks, leveraging opportunities
Tensions and paradoxes require smart responses



Find out more about our work at 
www.oecd.org/education

Email: Andreas.Schleicher@OECD.org
Twitter: SchleicherOECD
Wechat: AndreasSchleicher

and remember:
Without data, you are just another person with an opinion

Thank you
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