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• Return migration/repatriation as an optimum solution to refugee crises? 

• Large-scale refugee repatriation is often considered a threat to peace, 
especially when return flows are large and sudden  

• Rapid population increases resulting from return flows may lead to 
increased competition over resources and more scarcity 

 

• Aim of this paper: study the effects of refugee return on land access and 
food security for stayee households (i.e. those who never left the country of 
origin).  

 



 

 

 The case study Burundi 







Source: UNHCR, 1993 







Data  
  

• Nationally representative household and community panel data – 2011 & 2015 
 

• 1,500 households, 7,986 household members, in 100 communities 
– 965 households in both rounds 
 

 
(funder: Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, IZA & DFiD) 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 











Discussion of findings 
 

 

• stayee households in communities with a higher share of returnees have on  

 average lower levels of land access and food security 
– a greater share of returnees in a community is associated with less land  

  ownership, smaller plot sizes of land owned and less livestock ownership. 

– more return migration is associated with higher absolute and relative spending on 

 food for stayee households, as well as difficulties in meeting daily food needs. 

   

• negative impact of refugee return dissipates over time 

 

• Potential channels for these results: Communities with higher levels of  

 return also experienced an increase in non-farm self-employment over time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Conclusion 
 

 

• Large-scale refugee return is likely to lead to hardship in contexts in which 

  there are scarce natural resources and in which returnees bring little or 

  no capital.  

 

• Refugee return can lead to hardship for communities experiencing return. 

 

• However, even in this very adverse context the negative consequences of  

 return migration for stayee households largely disappear after five years. 

 

• Importance of longitudinal data   
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