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US & Coalition Maritime Forces Laydown, 24 March 2011 
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IOM, Migration Crisis from Libya, 20 October 2011 
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US & Coalition Maritime Forces Laydown, 24 March 2011 
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Communiqué du GISTI, 9 juin 2011 
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Dan Haile Gebre, interview December 2011 
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Distress signals 
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Drift model 
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Drift model timeline 
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SAR image analysis, 29 March 2011 
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Legal complain France, 11 April 2012 
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03.10.2013 shipwreck 
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EC President Barroso and Italian PM Letta visit to Lampedusa, 8th of 

October 2013  
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Mare Nostrum Operational zone 
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Drowned Europe, Fargues et al, 2015. 
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Drowned Europe, Fargues et al, 2015. 
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“We do not support planned search and rescue operations in the 

Mediterranean. We believe that they create an unintended “pull factor”, 

encouraging more migrants to attempt the dangerous sea crossing and 

thereby leading to more tragic and unnecessary deaths.” 

 

UK Foreign Office Minister Lady Anelay, 15 October 2014, UK Parliament 

 

 

“It’s like saying, let them die because this is a good deterrence. … To bank 

on the rise in the number of dead migrants to act as deterrence for future 

migrants and asylum seekers is appalling.” 

 

François Crépeau, United Nations Rapporteur on the rights of migrants 

OHCR, 30 October 2014 
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COURRIER INTERNATIONAL, 24.03.2015 

L’Italia e il controllo delle frontiere marittime, Campesi , 2016. 
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Frontex’s Triton operational area 1st Nov. 2014 
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“This operation will be closer to EU shores than Mare Nostrum. […] In any 

case, the difference between Mare Nostrum and Triton is fundamentally the 

nature of the two operations. While Mare Nostrum is clearly a search and 

rescue operation, Triton will be with a main focus on border control, border 

management, although as it is obvious saving lives is an absolute priority, 

and in fact very frequently the control operations, the border control 

operations coordinated by the agency turn into search and rescue 

operations, and this is how it works in practice.” 

 

Gil Arias, Frontex Interim Executive Director 

 

European Parliament, Hearing of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice 

and Home Affairs (LIBE), 4 September 2014, 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-

live/en/committees/video?event=20140904-0930-COMMITTEE-LIBE 
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“Now we know that Mare Nostrum is not going to be replaced by Frontex or 

Frontex Plus, nor by Triton or Hermes, so there is not actually going to be 

any search and rescue operation. I can draw two conclusions here. Basically 

Italy is being left on its own, and secondly there is going to be no more Mare 

Nostrum programme and people are going to be dying in the Mediterranean 

again. Mr Arias Fernandez, are you aware of those two conclusions?”  

 

Barabra Spinelli, Member of the European Parliament 

 

European Parliament, Hearing of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice 

and Home Affairs (LIBE), 4 September 2014, 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-

live/en/committees/video?event=20140904-0930-COMMITTEE- 
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“People will attempt the crossing, with or without Operation Mare Nostrum in 

place. But without it, many, many more will die.” 

 

Amnesty International, Lives adrift Refugees and migrants in peril in the 

central Mediterranean, 15 September 2014 

  

  

“UNHCR is concerned over the announcement of the ending this month of 

the Italian operation Mare Nostrum without a similar European search and 

rescue operation to replace it. This will undoubtedly increase the risk for 

those trying to find safety in Europe, and could lead to more refugees and 

migrants perishing at sea.” 

 

UNHCR concerned over ending of rescue operation in the Mediterranean, 17 

October 2014, 



   FORENSIC OCEANOGRAPHY 

  

“The shipping industry is therefore very concerned by reports that the new 

EU Frontex operation ‘Triton’ will have a third of the budget of the current 

Italian ‘Mare Nostrum’ operation which it replaces, that its primary focus will 

be border control, and that search and rescue operations may be reduced in 

international waters. It will clearly be much more difficult for merchant ships 

to save lives at sea without the adequate provision of search and rescue 

services by EU Member States.” 

 

International Chamber of Shipping, “ICS: Rescue of all Persons in Distress at 

Sea”, World Maritime News, 

http://worldmaritimenews.com/archives/141521/ics-rescue-of-all-persons-in-

distress-at-sea-is-a-must/ 
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“the withdrawal of naval assets from the area, if not properly planned and 

announced well in advance, would likely result in a higher number of 

fatalities.” 

Frontex concept document for operation Triton 

  

As a result, the following recommendation is formulated concerning the 

operational area: 

  

“if operation Mare Nostrum discontinues in the future, then Frontex should 

consider extending the operational area of the JO Hermes 2014 and consider 

to which extent the objectives of effective border control and contribution to 

saving lives can be achieved.” 

Frontex concept document for operation Triton 

 

Frontex, Concept of reinforced joint operation tackling the migratory flows 

towards Italy: JO EPN-Triton, 28 August 2014, p. 6 -7. 
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6 July 2015 presentation at LIBE Committee hearing in Strasbourg by Patrick 

Verhoeven, ECSA Secretary-General  33 
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June 7th 2014, boat capsizes as it approaches Norient Star 
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June 7th 2014, boat capsizes as it approaches Norient Star 
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“The humanitarian crisis in the Mediterranean Sea is spiralling out of control. 

[…] There is a terrible risk of further catastrophic loss of life as ever-more 

desperate people attempt this deadly sea crossing. […] We believe it is 

unacceptable that the international community is increasingly relying on 

merchant ships and seafarers to undertake more and more large-scale 

rescues […]. Commercial ships are not equipped to undertake such large-

scale rescues […]. In the short term, we therefore feel that the immediate 

priority must be for EU and EEA Member States to increase resources and 

support for Search and Rescue operations in the Mediterranean, in view of 

the very large number of potentially dangerous rescues now being conducted 

by merchant ships […]. In addition to increasing SAR resources, there is also 

an urgent need for EU and EEA Member States to develop a political 

solution. […] The shipping industry believes that the EU and the international 

community need to provide refugees and migrants with alternative means of 

finding safety without risking their lives by crossing the Mediterranean in 

unseaworthy boats.” 
  

Letter of the European Community Shipowners’ Associations (ECSA) and the 

International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) to the Heads of State/Heads of 

Government of EU/EEA Member States, 31 March 2015, http://www.ics-

shipping.org/docs/default-source/Submissions/EU/attachment-to-press-

release.pdf?sfvrsn=2. 
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AIS tracks of vessels surrounding the location of the April 19, 2015 shipwreck 
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Mortality rate in the Central Mediterranean, 2014-2015 
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“It was a serious mistake to bring the Mare Nostrum operation to an end. It 

cost human lives.” 

 

Speech by President of the European Commission  Jean-Claude Juncker at 

the debate in the European Parliament on the conclusions of the Special 

European Council on 23 April: “Tackling the migration crisis”, 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-15-4896_en.htm 
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MSF analysis of mortality, based on IOM data 
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Main nationalities arriving in Italy, 2015-2016 comparison. Frontex, JO EPN 

Triton, Biweekly Analytical Update, 24 Nov-4 Dec, 4 December 2016, p.3.  
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Main nationalities arriving in Italy, 2014-2015 comparison. Frontex, JO EPN Triton, 

Biweekly Analytical Update no. 21, 16-29 November 2015, 4 December 2015, p.3.  
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“the Central Mediterranean saw the highest number of migrant arrivals ever 

recorded from sub-Sahara, West Africa and the Horn of Africa (181,459 

migrants, increase of 18% compared with 2015). This trend, which is 

consistent with previous year-on-year increases, shows that the Central 

Mediterranean has become the main route for African migrants to the EU and 

it is very likely to remain so for the foreseeable future.” 

 

Frontex, 2017 Annual Risk Analysis report 
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Figure comparing types of vessels provided by smugglers in 2015 and 2016. 

Italian Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre, Search And Rescue Activity 

and Migratory flows in Central Mediterranean Sea (Year 2016), p. 14. 
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“Wooden boats are more valuable than rubber dinghies because they can 

carry more  people, hence more profit for smugglers and are more resilient to 

bad weather and can be re-used if recovered by smugglers. However, 

following operation SOPHIA entering into Phase 2A (High Seas), smugglers 

can no longer recover smuggling vessels on the High seas, effectively 

rendering them a less economic option for the smuggling business and 

thereby hampering it. Inflatable boats are used in two thirds of the cases and 

wooden boats in one third of the cases.” 

  

EUNAVFOR MED, Six Monthly Report 2015 
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Photographs showing the sequence of the events of the 21 October 2016 

incident in which the Coast Guard of Zawiya violently interrupted a rescue 

operation Sea-Watch was conducting, leading to the death of at least 25 

people. Photographs by Christian Ditsch.  
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