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 Brief overview of Tax Reforms in the 
Philippines since 1986

 Major Leakages

 Policy Implications



Revenue & Tax Effort, 1986-2008



Revenue & Tax Effort, 1986-2008

29 new tax 
measures



Falling import duties, followed by 
domestic taxes (as % of GDP)



Revenue & Tax Effort, 1986-2008

CTRP



Revenue & Tax Effort, 1986-2008

3 new tax 
measures





The need to plug the leaks in the 
national treasury
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Tax reforms should be part of 
comprehensive public sector reform 
program

1. More policy autonomy from international 
creditors

2. Claim more fiscal space by shifting away from 
prioritizing debt servicing and competing for 
foreign direct investment to active state 
promotion of the people's well-being above all.

3. Greater democratic ownership of the public 
purse


