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OECD – Paris, 11 October 2016  
 
Improving the way we measure, mobilise, and deploy aid 
 
The members of the OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC) met with a wide range of 
partners in Paris 10–11 October 2016 to advance ongoing work to modernise the way development 
finance is measured, incentivised, allocated, and delivered. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development requires a considerable increase in resource mobilisation and collective efforts for 
development impact. The discussions held over these two days contribute to such global efforts. 
 
Members affirmed that aid, private investment, and domestic resources are central for financing 
development. They discussed how to use Official Development Assistance (ODA) effectively and in a 
more catalytic way to mobilise private sector resources. The SLM expressed support for continuing 
technical work and engaging in further consultations, within the OECD and with relevant external 
stakeholders, in order to develop a more robust proposal for mobilising private capital. This work is 
intended to ensure not only that donors' use of private sector instruments in support of development 
is effective, coherent, and scaled up but also that aid is not diverted from critical sectors such as health 
and education while protecting the legitimacy of the ODA measure. 
 
We also invited a private sector representative to discuss private sector engagement in implementing 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in a socially responsible way. In that discussion we 
presented the findings from the 2016 Development Co-operation Report “The Sustainable 
Development Goals as Business Opportunities” and shared lessons learned on country and donor 
support to private sector development. 
 
Following recent commitments within the DAC to reverse the declining trend of development 
assistance to countries most in need, the Committee acknowledged ongoing DAC work on targeting aid 
to respond to different country needs and requested further work. The SLM considered a number of 
emerging recommendations on how best to facilitate access to aid but also how to use aid more 
innovatively and catalytically in the specific situation of small island developing states (SIDS) to build 
long-term climate and disaster resilience. The DAC highlighted their increased efforts in delivering on 
their commitments to support these countries. We also discussed the opportunities and challenges of 
climate change and climate finance specific to SIDS and least developed countries. We had the pleasure 
of welcoming Mrs. Mary Robison, UN Special Envoy to El Niño and Climate, who presented her work 
and helped us frame the discussion highlighting the need for co-ordinated global action. 
 
Members also noted the importance of a robust and transparent reporting system for tracking 
development finance in support of the Rio Conventions. They delivered a clear mandate for continued 
engagement with the multilateral development banks and for continued work to better monitor other 
officially mobilised private climate finance. 
 
In 2015 in Addis Ababa, the UN Financing for Development process recognised the usefulness of 
establishing the Total Official Support for Sustainable Development (TOSSD) framework to measure 
and mobilise the full breadth of financial resources for development to achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals. This week, the DAC welcomed the considerable progress achieved in defining the 
structure and features of the framework, and encouraged to deepen the consultation with recipient 
countries, non-DAC donors, civil society organisations, the private sector, and the UN system to fine-
tune TOSSD design in an open, inclusive, and transparent manner. This will also involve exploring 
options for developing a multi-stakeholder governance arrangement to ensure TOSSD will be a 
relevant, legitimate and technically robust statistical system for reporting on SDG implementation 
efforts.   
 
In response to the ongoing refugee crises, the DAC agreed in February 2016 to establish a working 
group tasked with improving the reporting of in-donor country refugee costs and developing better 
programming to deliver comprehensive solutions. The DAC underscored the critical importance of this 
work and welcomed the group's progress, which will continue into 2017.  
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The 2030 Agenda recognised that finance must be delivered effectively if the SDGs are to be achieved. 
The international community established the Global Partnership for Effective Development Co-
operation to generate evidence on progress in respecting effectiveness principles and to inform 
political dialogue on effective development co-operation. As we look to the Global Partnership's 
second high level meeting, to take place later this year in Nairobi, the DAC considered further action 
needed to meet effectiveness commitments and developed elements to inform the renewal of the 
Partnership's mandate. 
 
The discussions over the course of these two days have placed the DAC in a better position to 
implement its February 2016 ministerial meeting agreements and deliver concrete development 
results in support of the 2030 Agenda.  
 
/ end / 


