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Key impacts to our fisheries



Fisheries management 
challenges

• Uncertainty 

• Limited information

• Resourcing 

Building climate and 
environmental change into 
our management strategies



What are we doing about it?
Three broad research categories:

• Physical measurements and biological 
observations (eg pH, Temperature, 
Chlorophyll a)

• Fish stock abundance and fish recruitment 
correlation with environmental change

• Effects of changing marine environmental 
variables on marine species



General focus to 
support adaptation:

• Understand key drivers of 
changes

• Detect and anticipate changes

• Categorise and manage climate 
and ecosystem (function) risks

• Build resilience through 
ecosystem-based approaches

• Share information 

• Agile decision making



Seafood Sector Adaptation 
Strategy

• Industry led

• Seafood sector adaptation 
pathways

• Adapt to change, mitigate 
harm, take advantage of 
opportunities

https://www.theaotearoacircle.nz/seafood-sector-adaptation-strategy



How could 
OECD help?

• Could the OECD workstream ‘new 
approaches to economic challenges’ be 
applied to fisheries based on systems 
thinking?

• Could OECD report on the cost/avoided 
cost and socio-economic impacts of 
climate related events on fisheries? On 
a country basis? Projections? 

• Could OECD identify best practice 
models or valuation methods that 
could connect ecological (including 
fisheries) and economic productivity?  



Questions for NZ?

Contact details: jean.davis@mpi.govt.nz or 
megan.linwood@mpi.govt.nz

mailto:jean.davis@mpi.govt.nz
mailto:megan.linwood@mpi.govt.nz
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